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THE  MARINE  SOCIETY  AT  SALEM  IN 
NEW  ENGLAND. 

A  Bbief  Sketch  of  Its  History. 

By  Lawrence  Waters  Jenkins 
Clerk  of  the  Society 

The  Marine  Society,  as  an  institution  for  the  relief  of 
distressed  shipmasters  or  their  widows  and  children,  and 
also  for  the  promotion  of  maritime  knowledge,  seems  to 
have  been  of  New  England  origin  and  did  not  spread 
farther  than  New  York.  The  first  one  was  the  “Marine 
Society  of  Boston  in  New  England,”  organized  in  1742. 
This  was  followed  successively  by  the  “Marine  Society, 
at  Salem,  in  the  County  of  Essex,  in  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,”  in  1766;  “The 
Marine  Society  of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  the  Province 
of  New  York,  in  America,”  in  1769;  “The  Marine  Soci¬ 
ety  of  Newburyport,  in  the  County  of  Essex,  and  State 
of  Massachusetts,  in  New  England,”  in  1772 ;  the  “Port¬ 
land  Marine  Society,”  in  1796 ;  “The  Salem  East  India 
Marine  Society,”  in  1799 ;  and  the  “Portsmouth  Marine 
Society,”  in  1808.  There  were  no  such  societies  in  New 
Bedford,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  or  Charleston,  although 
most  of  these  cities  had  other  agencies  for  the  relief  of 
seamen.  Of  the  above-mentioned  societies,  three  have 
gone  out  of  existence:  the  Portsmouth  Society  disap¬ 
peared  in  1905 ;  the  Newburyport  Society  divided  up  its 
funds  among  the  surviving  members  and  surrendered  its 
charter  in  1920;  and  the  East  India  Marine  Society  was 
absorbed  by  the  Peabody  Museum  of  Salem  in  1923,  al- 
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though  it  will  continue  to  pay  benefits  as  long  as  any 
needy  widows  or  children  of  former  members  survive. 

There  was  a  “Marine  Society”  formed  in  London  in 
1756  but  this  was  a  charitable  institution,  supported  by 
voluntary  contributions,  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  out  poor 
boys  and  placing  them  as  servants  to  officers  in  the  Royal 
Navy  and  furnishing  sea  clothing  for  landsmen  volunteers 
for  the  navy  and  merchant  service.  A  full  account  of 
this  Society  appears  in  “The  Bye-laws  and  Regulations 
of  The  Marine  Society,”  etc.,  fifth  edition,  188  pages, 
12““,  London,  1809. 

At  first  the  membership  of  most  of  these  societies  was 
confined  to  masters  of  vessels  but  soon  it  was  found  desir¬ 
able  to  broaden  their  scope,  and  their  ranks  were  opened 
variously  to  owners  of  vessels,  merchants  and  persons  of 
other  professions,  either  as  regular  or  honorary  members. 
The  Boston  Marine  Society  comprises  a  membership  of 
which  not  exceeding  one-half  may  be  of  persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  “benevolent  designs  of  the  institution.”  A 
notable  exception  was  the  East  India  Marine  Society, 
which  held  to  its  original  Article  I,  that:  “Any  person 
shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  this  Society  who  shall 
have  actually  navigated  the  Seas  near  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  or  Cape  Horn,  either  as  Master  or  Commander,  or 
(being  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years)  as  Factor  or  Super¬ 
cargo  of  any  vessel  belonging  to  Salem  —  or,  if  resident 
in  Salem,  of  any  vessel  belonging  to  any  port  in  the 
United  States,”  and  for  a  period  of  125  years  had  only 
two  honorary  members:  Lieut.  M.  F.  Maury,  U.  S.  N., 
elected  in  1859,  expelled  in  1861,  when  he  joined  the 
Confederate  Navy,  and  John  Robinson,  elected  in  1869. 

As  the  Marine  Society  at  Salem  has  had  an  uninter¬ 
rupted  existence  for  almost  175  years,  it  will  be  possible 
to  touch  on  only  a  few  of  the  activities  and  interests  of 
the  Society  during  this  long  period. 

The  inception  of  the  Salem  Marine  Society  was  the 
following  agreement,  signed  by  seventeen  of  the  eighteen 
original  members,  as  of  March  25,  1766:  “We  the  sub¬ 
scribers  do  promise  to  stand  by  and  maintain  these  Laws, 
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which  are  here  seal’d  into  this  book  as  witness  our  hands : 
Thomas  Eden,  John  Ropes,  Samuel  Webb,  (John  Hath- 
orne  did  not  sif?n),  William  Lilly,  Amos  Mansfield, 
Michael  Driver,  Israel  Obear,  Edmund  Needham,  Robert 
Hale  Ives,  Larkin  Dodge,  William  Bartlett,  Israel  Lovit, 
Joseph  Lambert,  Benjamin  West,  Edmund  Giles,  William 
Slewman,  Samuel  Williams.” 

Capt.  John  Hathome  is  carried  on  the  roll  as  No.  4, 
although  he  did  not  sign  the  book.  The  Society  records 
say  that  he  died  previous  to  April,  1766,  although  I  can 
find  no  confirmation  of  this  in  the  Vital  Records  of 
Salem.  His  standing  as  a  member,  however,  is  attested 
by  the  fact  that  his  widow  was  the  first  person  to  receive 
relief  when,  on  June  24,  1767,  she  was  paid  18  shillings. 

Before  the  end  of  the  year  By-laws  were  drawn  up  and 
printed  in  broadside  form  with  the  names  of  the  first 
thirty-six  members  on  the  back.  These  Laws  are  so  quaint 
and  original  that  I  quote  them  in  full: 

“LAWS  OP  THE 

MARINE  SOCIETY  AT  SALEM  IN  NEW  ENGLAND. 
March  25,  1766. 

First,  The  members  of  this  society,  shall  consist  only  of 
such  persons  who  now  are,  or  have  been  commanders  of 
vessels,  unless  upon  extraordinary  occasions. 

Secondly,  That  the  members  of  this  society,  or  so  many 
of  them  as  shall  be  at  home,  and  not  hindered  by  sickness, 
shall  meet  the  last  Thursday  of  every  month  throughout  the 
year,  at  such  house  in  Salem,  as  the  society  shall  agree  on, 
at  six  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  from  the  twenty-first  day  of 
September,  till  the  twenty-first  day  of  March,  and  at  seven 
the  rest  of  the  year. 

Thirdly,  That  the  master  of  the  society  shall  be  moderator 
of  the  meeting,  in  his  absence  the  deputy  master,  the  treasu¬ 
rer  in  the  absence  of  both,  and  the  eldest  member  present  in 
the  absence  of  all  of  them. 

Fourthly,  That  each  member  shall  pay  into  the  box,  for 
the  use  of  the  society,  at  the  time  of  his  entry.  Twenty  Shil¬ 
lings  lawful  money,  and  Eight  Pence  monthly,  during  such 
time  as  he  shall  belong  to  said  society;  which  pajrments  shall 
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not  be  expended  at  any  time  by  the  society,  but  remain  a 
stock  in  the  box,  for  the  intents  and  purposes  herein  after 
mentioned. 

Fifthly,  That  no  member  of  this  society  shall  be  entitled 
to  any  relief  out  of  the  box,  untill  he  has  belonged  to  the 
society  for  the  space  of  six  months,  and  paid  Eight  Pence 
lawful  monthly  as  aforesaid. 

Sixthly,  That  every  member  who  shall  become  a  proper 
object  to  be  relieved  out  of  the  box,  shall  apply  himself  to 
the  society  at  their  monthly  meeting  in  writing,  and  set  forth 
the  nature  of  case;  and  the  society  shall  have  time,  ’till  the 
next  meeting  to  consider  of  it,  and  then,  if  the  society  are 
agreed  that  he  ought  to  be  relieved  out  of  the  box,  he  shall 
be  immediately  paid  so  much  as  the  society  shall  vote  him; 
but  in  case  any  three  of  the  members  present  will  declare 
him  a  proper  object  of  charity,  the  society  shall  that  evening 
vote  him  immediate  relief. 

Seventhly,  That  such  member  or  members  as  shall  go  a 
voyage  to  sea,  and  return  successful,  shall  pay  Eight  Pence 
lawful  into  the  box,  for  the  use  of  the  society,  for  each  and 
every  month  that  he  hath  been  absent ;  but  in  case  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  society  shall  happen  to  be  taken  by  the  enemy, 
cast  away,  or  by  any  other  misfortune  impoverished  and 
reduced,  then  such  member  or  members  shall,  on  his  or  their 
arrival  or  return,  making  application  to  the  society,  be 
excused  from  paying  the  said  Eight  Pence  monthly,  for  the 
time  he  has  been  absent,  and  shall  be  relieved  according  to 
the  nature  of  his  misfortune,  and  the  ability  of  the  Box. 
Eightly,  That  in  case  any  member  of  this  society,  being 
a  married  man,  shall  be  totally  lost,  or  die  on  shore;  then 
the  society  shall  relieve  the  widow,  child,  or  children  of  such 
member,  if  the  society  think  them  proper  objects,  according 
as  the  box  can  afford. 

Ninthly,  If  any  member  of  the  society  meet  with  any  mis¬ 
fortune,  so  as  to  be  reduced  on  shore  by  old  age  or  sickness, 
or  any  other  misfortune,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  such  annual 
relief  as  the  society  shall  think  fit,  after  having  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  seven  years,  and  paying  his  dues  to  the  society. 
Tenthly,  That  no  monies  belonging  to  the  society  shall  be 
let  at  interest,  but  on  bond,  and  collateral  security  of  land, 
under  a  good  title,  and  without  any  incumberance  on  it,  at 
least  of  double  the  value  of  the  sum  let,  and  lying  in  this 
province,  in  or  as  near  the  town  of  Salem  as  may  be. 
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Eleventhly,  That  no  members  of  this  society  shall,  at  their 
monthly  meetings,  play,  or  promote  the  playing  of  cards, 
dice,  or  other  gaming  whatsoever,  as  it  is  probable  the  same 
may  be  of  damage  to  themselves,  or  some  other  of  the  society. 
Twelfthly,  That  the  members  of  said  society  shall  and 
will  avoid  all  quarrels,  needless  contentions  and  debates,  that 
mav  tend  to  create  animosity,  or  disturb  the  good  order, 
peace,  friendship,  and  love,  that  each  member  should  and 
ought  to  bear  to  the  other;  and  in  case  any  one  or  more  of 
the  society  shall  happen  to  quarrel,  or  begin  a  quarrel,  there 
shall  be  three  at  least,  or  more  of  the  society  chosen  to  con¬ 
sider  of  the  same,  and  to  lay  such  fines  on  he  or  them,  that 
they  find  guilty,  as  not  to  exceed  Twenty  Shillings  law'ful 
money,  nor  less  than  Two. 

Thirteenthly,  If  any  member  of  this  society  shall  com¬ 
mit  any  notorious  crime,  or  be  a  common  drunkard,  a  quar¬ 
relsome  person,  disturbing  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the 
society,  or  be  guilty  of  any  other  vice,  he  shall  be  discharg’d 
from  the  society,  by  vote  of  the  major  part  of  the  members 
present  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  shall  be  excluded  from 
any  benefit  of  the  box,  unless  he  be  reclaimed;  and  in  such 
case  he  may  be  admitted  into  the  society  again. 
Fourteenthly,  That  if  any  member  of  this  society  be 
guilty  of  prophane  swearing  or  cursing,  or  non-attendance 
of  the  monthly  meeting,  he  shall  for  each  of  said  offences, 
pay  to  the  box  One  Shilling  and  Four  Pence  lawful. 
Fifteenthly,  That  each  and  every  member  of  this  society 
(in  case  of  the  decease  of  any  member  or  members  thereof 
at  Salem,)  shall,  on  timely  notice  given  to  each  of  them 
from  the  clerk,  by  a  porter  to  be  employed  by  said  clerk  for 
that  purpose,  attend  the  funeral  of  such  deceased  member 
or  members;  and  that  each  and  every  member  neglecting  to 
attend,  shall  forfit  and  pay,  the  succeeding  night’s  meeting 
One  Shilling  and  Four  Pence  lawful  money,  for  the  use  of 
the  box;  and  the  charge  of  such  porter  shall  be  paid  by  the 
society. 

Sixteenthly,  That  every  member  of  this  society  upon  his 
arrival,  from  sea,  shall  communicate  his  observations  in¬ 
wards  and  outwards — of  the  variation  of  the  needle,  the 
soundings,  courses  and  distantces,  and  all  other  remarkable 
things  about  this  coast  in  writing,  to  be  examined  and 
digested  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  society  for  that 
purpose,  and  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  said  society,  in  order 
to  be  recorded  in  the  records  of  said  society. 
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Seventeenthly,  That  the  clerk  of  the  society  shall  from 
time  to  time  keep  a  fair  and  just  account  of  all  monies  paid 
into  the  box  and  delivered  out,  and  to  whom,  and  when; 
and  shall  read  over  these  laws  distinctly  to  every  new  mem¬ 
ber  or  members,  that  shall  be  admitted  into  the  society,  at 
their  admission  or  first  appearance  in  it,  and  as  often  at 
other  times  as  the  society  shall  think  proper.” 

Four  years  later  the  following  is  recorded:  “Voted  the 
31  May  1770  that  Jonathan  Gardner  Jr.  Be  Desired  to 
Apply  to  the  Great  &  General  Court  at  this  Present  sit¬ 
ting  to  be  incorporated.”  However,  it  was  not  until  14 
April  1772  that  the  Act  was  passed  to  be  engrossed.  The 
petition  was  drafted  by  Timothy  Pickering  for  which  he 
received  the  very  moderate  fee  of  four  shillings.  The  Act 
has  been  amended  four  times  —  in  1772,  1790,  1831  and 
1887. 

At  first  only  shipmasters  were  eligible  but  in  1790  the 
By-laws  were  amended  to  include  owners  of  vessels.  These 
two  sources  provided  an  ample  membership  for  some  150 
years  but  by  the  latter  part  of  the  19th  century,  Salem 
men  had  pretty  much  given  up  the  sea  and  shipping,  so 
that  this  source  of  supply  was  drying  up.  As  the  mem¬ 
bers  considered  that  it  was  desirable  to  perpetuate  the 
Society,  both  on  account  of  its  long  history  and  more 
especially  as  it  held  in  trust  very  considerable  funds,  they 
decided  to  make  it  an  hereditary  society.  Accordingly, 
in  1918,  when  the  membership  had  dwindled  to  thirteen 
in  number,  the  By-laws  were  amended  to  include  sons  and 
grandsons  of  those  who  are,  or  have  been,  members  and 
have  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  Also  that  the 
casting  of  one  blackball  shall  reject  the  person  nominated. 
In  1930  great-grandsons  were  added  to  the  eligible  list. 
At  present,  out  of  a  living  membership  of  seventy-one, 
there  are  only  three  who  have  actually  served  as  masters 
of  vessels  and  only  one  who  has  commanded  a  vessel  with¬ 
out  power. 

The  early  meetings  were  held  at  the  houses  of  mem¬ 
bers,  those  of  Jonathan  and  Benjamin  Webb  being  fre¬ 
quently  mentioned,  as  well  as  that  of  Capt.  Samuel  Bob- 
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inson,  Innholder,  In  1793  the  Society  rented  General 
Stephen  Abbot’s  long  room  for  $24  a  year.  In  1814  it 
removed  to  the  Essex  Coffee  House,  where  it  remained 
until  the  Bequest  of  Thomas  Perkins,  Esq.,  in  1833, 
enabled  it  to  have  a  room  in  its  own  Franklin  Building. 
It  continued  to  occupy  these  quarters  with  the  exception 
of  brief  intervals,  when  the  place  was  uninhabitable  as 
a  consequence  of  fires,  until  the  property  was  sold  in  1923 
for  the  erection  of  Hawthorne  Hotel,  where  it  now  occu¬ 
pies  a  penthouse,  called  The  Cabin. 

Six  of  the  original  subscribers  to  the  Laws  were  resi¬ 
dent  in  Beverly,  and,  by  1772,  there  were  presumably 
enough  members  to  warrant  the  following  petition: 

“To  the  members  of  the  Marine  Society  at  their  meeting 
in  Salem  January  the  30th  1772  — 

“The  subscribers  members  of  said  Society  &  Living  in 
Beverly  Humbly  shews  — 

“That  their  attending  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Society 
aforesaid  in  Salem  is  attended  oftentimes  with  Great  Diffi¬ 
culty  by  reason  of  their  being  obliged  to  cross  the  Ferry  it 
being  sometimes  Stormy  Weather  othertimes  Dark,  &  the 
ice  at  times  preventing  the  Boat  from  Passing.  Wherefore 
they  prey  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  hold  their  monthly 
meetings  in  Beverly  aforesaid.  Under  same  Directions  & 
Restrictions  as  the  Society  aforesaid  shall  direct  &  as  in 
Duty  Bound  ever  Prays. 

Beverly  Jan’y  ye  25th  1772. 

R.  H.  Ives 
William  Bartlett 
Edmund  Giles 
Wm  Morgan 
Jos’a  Batchelder  Jr” 

The  Society  thought  favorably  of  the  request  and  a 
Deputy  Master  was  elected  from  the  Beverly  members 
who  should  act  as  clerk  of  that  branch,  collect  the  dues 
and  fines,  and  remit  them  to  the  Treasurer.  These  mem¬ 
bers,  however,  were  expected  to  attend  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  in  Salem.  For  some  reason  this  arrangement  did  not 
prove  satisfactory  and  had  a  short  life,  as  the  last  men¬ 
tion  of  it  is  made  in  November,  1780,  although  the  Essex 
Bridge  was  not  built  until  1788. 
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The  entrance  fee,  which  had  started  at  twenty  shillings 
lawful,  was  increased  to  forty-eight  shillings  in  1795  and 
then  reduced  to  thirty  shillings  in  1801,  where  it  remained 
until  1838,  when  it  was  made  $30.  In  1851,  $1.50  was 
added  for  each  and  every  year  the  applicant  had  been 
eligible.  At  the  same  time  it  was  provided  that  no  per¬ 
son  should  be  admitted  a  member  who  had  been  eligible 
more  than  seven  years  or  was  more  than  forty  years  of 
age,  except  by  an  unanimous  vote  at  an  annual  meeting. 
In  1855,  the  word  “unanimous”  was  struck  out,  the  age 
raised  to  fifty  years  and  the  fee  to  $40,  where  it  remained 
until  1923  when  the  present  fee  of  $25  was  set.  In  1856 
the  age  was  reduced  to  forty  years  where  it  remained 
until  rescinded  in  1887.  The  $1.50  for  each  year  of 
eligibility  was  increased  to  $2  in  1887  and  rescinded  in 
1918. 

The  monthly  dues  remained  at  eight  pence  until  1780, 
when  it  was  voted  that  $9  be  paid  monthly  and  fine.s  for 
non-attendance  at  the  monthly  meetings  be  $36  “till  fur¬ 
ther  orders  of  the  Society.”  No  doubt  this  was  depre¬ 
ciated  currency  but  the  vote  could  not  have  proved  popu¬ 
lar  as,  on  the  following  June,  it  was  voted  that  the  monthly 
advance  and  fines  be  omitted  till  the  next  meeting,  when 
they  were  set  at  one  shilling  and  three  shillings,  respec¬ 
tively,  where  they  apparently  remained  until  the  By-laws 
were  rewritten  in  l790.  Then  the  monthly  advance  was 
made  nine  pence  and  the  fine  one  shilling  four  pence, 
and,  if  at  home,  “Any  member  of  the  Society  who  shall 
absent  himself  eighteen  monthly  meetings  successively, 
and  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  his  monthly  assessments, 
during  that  time,  when  called  upon  by  the  Clerk  for  that 
purpose  (unless  by  reason  of  poverty  or  misfortune  he 
be  excused  therefrom)  shall  cease  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Society.”  In  1800,  the  fine  for  absence  was  made  12  ^/2C 
which  was  increased  to  37^2  in  1887  and  abolished  in 
1918.  The  monthly  dues  were  abolished  in  1838. 

Violations  of  the  By-laws,  other  than  non-payment  of 
monthly  dues  and  non-attendance  at  meetings,  are  seldom 
recorded.  The  two  following  are  among  the  most  inter¬ 
esting  : 
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“April  3,  1771,  Voted:  that  Capt.  George  Southward 
should  be  excluded  from  the  Benefitt  of  this  Marine 
Society  for  a  Breach  of  the  thirteenth  articall  agreable 
to  our  said  Laws.”  The  sequel  to  this  appears  on  Sept. 
29,  1774,  when  it  was  “voted:  that  Capt.  George  South¬ 
ward  should  be  Restored  to  this  Society,  and  be  entittled 
to  all  the  Privileges,  having  from  his  good  Conduct  given 
full  satisfaction  to  this  Society.” 

On  May  26,  1859,  Lieut.  Commander  M.  F.  Maury, 
TJ.  S.  N.,  of  the  Naval  Observatory,  Washington,  was 
elected  an  Honorary  Member.  He  presented  the  Society 
with  a  set  of  his  publications,  which  were  of  inestimable 
value  to  mariners,  and  the  same  year  R.  W.  Ropes,  Esq., 
presented  a  photograph  of  Commander  Maury,  which  it 
voted  to  hang  in  the  Society  Room.  Then,  on  May  30, 
1861,  it  was  voted:  “That  Lieut.  Commdr.  F.  Maury  an 
honorary  member  of  this  Society  late  Commander  in  the 
TJ.  S.  Navy  having  diserted  His  post — proved  a  traitor 
to  his  Country  —  I  now  move  you  Sir  that  his  name  be 
stricken  from  Our  Rolls.”  Then,  voted:  “that  the  pic¬ 
ture  of  Comr.  Maury  be  removed  &  that  it  be  hung  in 
Our  Room  head  Down.”  That  also  coming  under  the 
original  thirteenth  article. 

Major  Joseph  Hiller  and  Mr.  John  Jenks  were  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  in  October,  1794,  to  form  some  sort 
of  a  certificate  for  the  Society.  There  was  considerable 
delay,  for  it  was  not  until  January,  1797,  that  Mr.  Hiller 
was  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  $15  to  pay 
for  a  form  of  a  certificate.  At  the  same  time  Capts.  Ben¬ 
jamin  West,  Benjamin  Carpenter  and  John  Collins  were 
added  to  the  Committee.  In  April,  the  Society  voted  to 
accept  the  certificate,  pay  “Mr  Joseph  Nouwey”  $20  for 
his  services  and  appointed  Benjamin  Pickman,  Jr.  and 
John  Fisk  to  have  a  plate  made  and  two  hundred  copies 
struck  off.  Just  why  the  original  committee,  which  had 
been  enlarged  from  two  to  five,  was  not  trusted  with  this 
final  chore  is  not  evident.  In  September,  they  decided 
to  have  copies  on  both  parchment  and  paper  and  that 
“Each  member  to  have  one  of  each  if  he  chooses  it.”  The 
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following  January  they  voted  that  certificates  be  given 
gratis  to  the  widows  of  all  deceased  members  and  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  “that  the  Clark  get  all  the  certificates  for  the  wid¬ 
ows  Framed  &  Glass  at  the  Society  expense.” 

This  certificate  was  drawn  by  Abijah  Northey,  Jr., 
and  engraved  by  Samuel  Hill  of  Boston  and  is  still  in 
use.  I  judge  from  the  votes  that  the  design  cost  $20  and 
the  engraving  $15. 

In  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  the  sixteenth  article  of 
the  By-laws,  it  is  recorded  as  early  as  May,  1769,  that 
Capt.  David  Masury  handed  in  sailing  directions  from 
Mole  St.  Nicholas,  Hispaniola  (now  Haiti),  through  the 
Windward  Passage  north  by  Inagua,  Hogsty  reef  and 
Acklin  Island.  However,  most  of  the  activity  was  in 
planning  for  the  safety  of  vessels  entering  Salem  Harbor. 

Capt.  William  Ome,  Capt.  Simon  Forrester  and  Benj. 
West  were  chosen  a  committee  in  May,  1791,  to  erect  a 
beacon  on  Baker’s  Island.  They  went  to  work  promptly 
for,  on  the  following  month,  it  was  voted  “that  the  Ma¬ 
rine  Society  pay  for  the  erection  of  a  beacon  on  the 
northern  end  of  Baker’s  Island  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds 
lawful  money  out  of  the  interest  of  said  society  funds.” 
A  month  later  that  the  beacon  be  painted  red  and  “that 
the  name  of  the  said  beacon  that  is  on  Baker’s  Island 
should  forever  go  by  the  name  of  ye  Marine  Society  which 
is  the  first  founders  of  the  same.”  In  August  a  commit¬ 
tee  was  chosen  “to  buoy  out  sunken  rocks  in  and  about 
the  harbour  of  Salem.” 

In  January,  1792,  they  communicated  with  the  Marine 
Societies  at  Boston  and  Newburyport  respecting  a  light¬ 
house  on  Cape  Cod,  and  in  March  Capt.  Simon  Forrester 
and  Capt.  Joseph  Peabody  were  a  committee  to  put  down 
buoys.  In  May,  twenty-seven  shillings  were  voted  for  a 
“deficiency  of  the  Ballons  for  the  Beacon,”  and  in  June 
that  a  spar  buoy  should  be  put  on  the  Endeavours.  The 
following  November,  Maj.  Joseph  Hiller,  Gen.  John  Fisk 
and  Mr.  William  Gray  were  a  committee  to  wait  on  Gen. 
Lincoln,  the  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Boston,  respecting 
the  Government  erecting  a  lighthouse  on  Baker’s  Island 
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and  to  have  the  Society  reimbursed  for  the  beacon  and 
buoys.  Apparently  this  effort  was  not  successful,  as  in 
1796  another  committee  was  instructed  to  petition  Con¬ 
gress  for  lighthouses  on  Cape  Cod  and  Baker’s,  and  that 
the  committee  “right  or  call  on  Marblehead  &  Beverly  & 
Manchester  &  Cape  Ann  &  Newburyport  and  to  all  the 
seaports  to  the  Eastward.”  This  effort  was  successful  and 
in  September,  1797,  it  was  voted  to  sell  the  beacon  for 
which  they  received  $50  the  following  year.  Several  later 
attempts  were  made  to  have  Congress  refund  the  cost  of 
the  beacon  and  buoys  but  without  success.  The  last  effort 
was  in  1871,  when  General  Butler  promised  to  use  his 
influence. 

Among  the  numerous  other  marine  matters  which  have 
received  the  attention  of  the  Society  are: 

In  1807,  and  again  in  1815,  in  collaboration  with  the 
East  India  Marine  Society,  furnished  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  with  information  as  to  the  kind  and  num¬ 
bers  of  buoys  and  beacons  wanted  at  or  near  the  mouth 
of  Salem  harbor. 

In  1816,  again  with  the  East  India  Marine  Society, 
addressed  a  memorial  to  Congress  to  have  the  coast  sur¬ 
veyed  from  the  east  end  of  Long  Island  to  the  northeast 
extremity  of  the  Province  of  Maine,  particularly  the 
shoals  of  Nantucket  and  Georges. 

In  1820,  chose  a  committee,  agreeable  to  a  letter  from 
the  Selectmen  of  Marblehead,  to  act  upon  the  matter  of 
placing  a  lighthouse  “on  or  near  the  harbour  of  Marble¬ 
head  and  Salem.” 

In  1849,  sent  a  remonstrance  against  the  alteration  of 
the  Meridian  of  Longitude  from  Greenwich,  and  reported 
favorably  upon  Capt.  R.  B.  Forbes’  “New  Rig  for  Ships 
and  other  Vessels.” 

In  1894,  1901  and  1916,  passed  resolutions  in  relation 
to  the  Sandy  Bay  breakwater  at  Rockport. 

In  1927,  passed  a  resolution  against  the  abandonment 
of  the  training  ship  Nantucket  of  which  two  of  our  pres¬ 
ent  members  are  graduates. 

The  Society  has  not  been  much  in  favor  of  participa- 
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tion  in  parades  and  celebrations  but  I  give  you  their  ver¬ 
sion  of  four  of  the  events  in  which  they  did  take  an  active 
part  as  a  body. 

“Dec.  26,  1799.  Voted  —  a  letter  from  the  Military  Soci¬ 
ety  of  Salem  to  the  Marine  Society  requesting  that  they 
would  concur  &  unite  with  them  to  nay  a  Tribute  of  respect 
to  the  death  of  Gen’l  Washington  by  an  oration. 

“Voted  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  joine  with  the 
Military  Committee  for  carrying  the  bove  Bequest  into  effect. 

“Voted  that  Con’l  Benjamin  Pickman,  Major  Joseph 
Hiller  &  Benjamin  Pickman  Jr.  be  of  this  Committee. 

“Voted  That  the  bove  Committee  should  invite  any  other 
Society  to  joine  in  paying  that  Tribute  of  respect  to  the 
Death  of  Gen’l  Washington.” 

The  above  event  was  held  on  January  2,  1800,  when 
they  joined  with  the  military,  clergy  and  citizens  in  a 
procession,  after  which  “the  Rev.  Dr.  Bentley  pronounced 
an  elegant  and  classical  eulogy.” 

Thirteen  years  later:  “At  a  Special  Meeting  of  the 
Salem  M.  Society  Aug.  16,  1813,  voted  that  the  Marine 
Society  shall  attend  the  Procession  of  the  late  J ames  Law¬ 
rence  Esq.  Commander  of  the  United  States  Frigate 
Chesapeak.” 

This  was  some  six  weeks  after  the  engagement  between 
the  Chesapeake  and  Shannon  in  which  Captain  Lawrence 
and  Lieut.  Ludlow  had  been  killed,  and  Capt.  George 
Crowninshield,  Jr.  had  sailed  the  brig  Henry,  manned  by 
Salem  sea  captains,  most  of  them  members  of  this  Soci¬ 
ety,  to  Halifax  to  recover  the  bodies.  The  funeral  pro¬ 
cession  is  said  to  have  been  the  most  impressive  one  ever 
seen  in  Salem. 

“29th  June  1826.  Voted  that  the  Society  joins  the  pro¬ 
cession  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  American  independence 
the  4  day  of  July  next.” 

This  was,  of  course,  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

“Special  Meeting  Oct.  13,  1848.  A  letter  was  received 
from  the  Government  of  the  City  of  Boston  inviting  the 
Society  to  join  in  a  procession  the  25th  Oct.  to  celebrate  the 
introduction  of  Pure  Water  into  that  City. 

“Voted — To  accept  the  invitation. 
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“Voted — That  the  Officers  of  the  Society  be  a  Committee 
to  arrange  the  business. 

“Voted — That  a  badge  (anchor)  be  provided  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  Society.” 

The  Historical  Sketches,  published  with  the  Laws  of 
1873,  says  of  this  event:  ‘‘At  the  Boston  Water  Celebra¬ 
tion  our  two  Marine  Societies  made  a  very  fine  appear^ 
ance.  They  were  escorted  by  the  Light  Infantry,  with 
the  Salem  Brass  Band,  and  each  member  wore  a  hand¬ 
some  anchor  on  his  coat  as  a  badge.  The  beautiful  ship 
Friendship,  with  a  smaller  vessel,  and  the  Palanquin 
(famous  in  the  old  time  processions  of  the  E.  I.  M.  S.) 
with  negro  bearers  dressed  in  white  Oriental  costume, 
accompanied  them,  and  likewise  a  native  Arab  and 
Chinese,  each  in  his  national  dress.  They  also  had  a 
handsome  banner  and  other  devices,  and  attracted  a  great 
deal  of  notice.” 

Thus  briefly  are  recorded  events  each  of  which  might 
be  the  subject  of  a  paper.  I  suppose,  however,  their 
thought  was,  as  they  say  on  the  radio:  “The  details  may 
be  found  in  your  daily  newspaper.” 

The  Society  was  somewhat  more  partial  to  eating  and 
mention  is  made  of  annual  dinners  at  irregular  intervals ; 
also  a  snack  was  served  after  the  monthly  meetings,  both 
in  early  times  and  even  at  the  quarterly  meetings  of  more 
recent  times. 

No  attention  was  paid  to  the  fiftieth  anniversary, 
but  on  the  one  hundredth  a  dinner  was  served  at  the  Essex 
House,  formerly  the  mansion  of  William  Gray.  The 
Master,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Brown,  then  Mayor  of  the  City, 
gave  an  historical  address,  after  which  there  were  toasts 
by  Hon.  Stephen  G.  Wheatland,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Davis, 
President  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society,  Benjamin  H. 
Silsbee,  President  of  East  India  Marine  Society,  Charles 
S.  Osgood,  Deputy  Collector  of  the  Port,  and  others. 

At  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary,  a  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  at  the  Society’s  room  in  the  Franklin  Build¬ 
ing.  After  the  meeting  addresses  were  made  by  the  Mas¬ 
ter,  Capt.  Edward  B.  Trumbull,  and  the  Clerk,  Capt. 
J.  Clifford  Entwisle.  Following  this  a  banquet  was  held 
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at  the  Salem  Club,  the  house  built  by  John  Forrester  and 
later  the  residence  of  Col.  George  Peabody,  son  of  Capt. 
Joseph  Peabody,  during  which  remarks  were  made  by 
Capt.  James  Gurney,  President  of  the  Boston  Marine 
Society,  Capt.  J.  Frederick  Johnson,  a  member  of  the 
East  India  Marine  Society,  and  others. 

In  its  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  years  of  existence 
the  Society  has  had  twenty-four  Masters,  thirty-five  Dep¬ 
uty  Masters,  twelve  Treasurers  and  nineteen  Clerks. 
Jonathan  Gardner,  Jr.,  was  Master  and  Treasurer  for 
twenty-three  years  and  his  son,  Jonathan,  was  Treasurer 
for  thirty  years,  making  fifty-three  consecutive  years  dur¬ 
ing  which  the  latter  office  was  held  by  a  Gardner.  Capt. 
Nathan  H.  Millett  held  the  office  of  Treasurer  for  thirty- 
one  years  and  Capt.  Edward  B.  Trumbull  for  thirty  years. 
Capt.  Nathaniel  Knight  was  Clerk  for  twenty-six  years, 
Capt.  William  B.  Bates  for  twenty-five  years  and  Capt. 
J.  Clifford  Entwisle  for  twenty  years.  Three  Masters, 
four  Deputy  Masters,  seven  Treasurers  and  eight  Clerks 
had  ten  or  more  years  in  office  and  twenty-three  per  cent 
of  the  officers  averaged  more  than  eighteen  years  each. 

The  present  officers  are:  Stephen  W.  Phillips,  Esq., 
Master;  William  C.  Waters,  Deputy  Master;  Arthur  R. 
Millet,  Treasurer;  and  the  writer.  Clerk. 

In  the  membership  of  the  Society  were  men  of  dis¬ 
tinguished  character  and  attainments.  Many  of  them 
followed  the  sea  for  a  few  years,  became  master  mariners, 
and  then  gave  up  the  sea-faring  life.  Others  followed  it 
to  the  end  like  Capt.  William  Cook,  father  of  the  Rev. 
“Billy”  Cook,  who  died  on  board  his  brig  Rotund  in  1820, 
aged  52.  Some  of  those  who  left  the  sea  became  mer¬ 
chants  and  a  few  prospered.  Still  others  found  that  life 
ashore  was  hard  and  they  had  to  apply  to  the  Society 
for  assistance. 

Members  have  served  in  all  the  wars  from  the  French 
and  Indian  to  the  Great  War,  many  on  the  sea,  some  on 
land  and  some  on  both.  Others  have  held  high  state  and 
government  positions.  More  than  one  paper  might  be 
written  on  the  deeds  and  adventures  of  some,  but  there 
are  others  whose  record  is  lost  to  posterity  and  their 
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names  are  not  even  known  to  the  present  generation. 

Among  the  sea  captains  in  the  Society  who  attained 
high  rank  in  the  militia  were  Major  General  John  Fiske, 
Col.  John  Page,  Col.  Joseph  Hiller  and  Col.  Stephen 
Abbot.  During  the  War  of  1812  there  were  many  mari¬ 
ners  in  the  local  militia  companies  as  officers,  non-com¬ 
missioned  officers  and  privates.  One  volunteer  company, 
the  Essex  Guards,  commanded  by  Capt.  Israel  Williams, 
and  two  exempt  companies,  called  Sea  Fencibles,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captains  Joseph  Ropes  and  Joseph  Waters, 
had  a  goodly  proportion  of  their  personnel  composed  of 
ex-sailors.  The  two  exempt  companies  comprised  men 
who  were  beyond  legal  service  age  or  had  some  bodily 
disability. 

Well-known  Salem  family  names,  although  in  some 
cases  they  may  not  all  be  related,  which  are  represented 
in  our  Roster  by  from  live  to  sixteen  individuals,  are: 
Allen,  Bowditch,  Cook,  Derby,  Endicott,  Crowninshield, 
Felt,  Gardner,  Goodhue,  Gray,  Hutchinson,  Millett,  Os¬ 
good,  Parker,  Peabody,  Phillips,  Pickman,  Pingree, 
Pousland,  Putnam,  Ropes,  Smith,  Trumbull,  Upton, 
Ward,  West  and  Williams.  Others  which  do  not  appear 
so  frequently  are:  Batchelder,  Benson,  Cabot,  Cleveland, 
Haraden,  Hathorne,  Higginson,  Lee,  Peirce,  Perkins, 
Silsbee  and  Wbeatland.  Some  of  the  names  on  our  books 
are  entirely  unknown  to  me  and  no  doubt  the  families 
have  left  town  or  died  out. 

There  were  some  like  the  Devereux,  Hodges,  Nichols, 
Orne,  Richardson  and  Rogers  families  who  preferred  the 
East  India  Marine  Society,  although  quite  a  number  be¬ 
longed  to  both,  and  of  course  there  were  many  members 
of  each  Society  who  could  not  qualify  for  the  other.  In 
1902,  when  the  East  India  Marine  Society  had  elected 
its  last  member,  it  had  402  names  on  its  roster,  while  the 
Salem  Marine  Society  had  591.  There  were  then  153 
who  were  common  to  both  or  38  per  cent  of  the  East  In¬ 
dia  Marine  Society  and  20  per  cent  of  the  Salem  Marine 
Society. 

The  following  are  thumb-nail  sketches  of  a  few  indi¬ 
vidual  members  selected  at  random  through  the  list,  omit- 
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ting  the  more  prominent  members  such  as  William  Gray, 
Nathaniel  Bowditch  and  numerous  others  who  are  known 
far  and  wide. 

No.  19.  Josiah  Batchelder,  Jr.,  1737-1809,  master 
mariner;  captured  by  the  French  in  1761;  merchant  and 
owner  of  privateers  during  the  Eevolution;  member  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  and  six  times  elected  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court. 

No.  43.  Jonathan  Gardner,  Jr.,  1728-1791,  master 
mariner;  commanded  the  privateer  ship  Two  Brothers  in 
the  Revolution  and  was  first  master  of  the  Society  until 
his  death  in  1791,  when  Dr.  Bentley  preached  his  funeral 
sermon  at  the  request  of  the  Society.  The  records  say: 
“March  31,  1791,  That  Capt.  Jona.  Mason  &  John  Fi^, 
Esq.,  be  a  committee  to  wate  upon  the  Reverent  Mr. 
Bentley  with  the  thanks  of  said  Society  for  his  Sarmon 
on  the  Death  of  Capt.  Jona  Gardner  Esq.  and  request  a 
copy  for  the  press,”  and  on  May  26th,  “That  Capt.  Jona 
Mason  pay  to  Mr.  Thos  Cushun  the  sum  of  six  pounds 
for  printen  the  Sarmond  on  the  Death  of  our  Late  Master 
Capt.  Jona  Gardner  Esq.  attestd  Jona  Mason,  Sect 
Clark”. 

No.  45.  John  Fisk,  1744-1797,  master  mariner;  com¬ 
manded  the  privateer  ship  Tyrannicide  in  1776,  Captain 
in  the  Rhode  Island  Expedition;  Major  General  in  the 
Militia  and  second  master  of  the  Society.  Dr.  Bentley 
delivered  his  funeral  sermon  on  behalf  of  the  East 
Parish. 

No.  85.  Thomas  Benson,  1747-1790,  master  mariner ; 
commanded  the  privateer  schooner  Lively  in  1777  and 
ships  Hendric  Hudson  in  1781  and  Julius  Caesar  in 
1783;  captured  and  confined  on  the  prison  ship  Jersey  at 
New  York  from  which  he  was  exchanged. 

No.  187.  Jesse  Smith,  1756-1844,  master  mariner; 
marched  to  Concord  on  the  19th  April,  1775;  served  at 
Bunker  Hill ;  in  General  Washington’s  first  horse  guards 
at  Brandvwine,  Trenton,  Germantown,  and  Monmouth 
and  was  at  Valley  Forge;  captured  on  a  privateer  and 
confined  in  Mill  Prison ;  went  into  the  merchant  service 
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and  was  captured  by  the  French;  retired  from  the  sea 
in  1811. 

No.  295.  Benjamin  Upton,  1786-1853,  master  mari¬ 
ner;  commanded  the  private  armed  brig  Montgomery  and 
was  captured  in  1813j  tenth  master  of  the  Society. 

No.  309.  Joseph  Waters,  1756-1833,  master  mari¬ 
ner;  served  as  seaman  on  privateer  ship  Tyrannicide  in 
1777 ;  commanded  the  privateer  brigantine  Romulus  in 
1781;  Federal  Agent  for  building  the  frigate  Essex  in 
1799;  commanded  a  volunteer  company  of  Sea  Fencibles 
in  1812-14. 

No.  369.  Holten  J.  Breed,  1782-1868,  master  mari¬ 
ner  ;  commanded  private  armed  brigs  Montgomery  in 
1813,  Grand  Turk  in  1814  at  the  time  of  her  engagement 
with  H.  M.  packet  Hinchinbroohe,  ship  Fame  in  1815, 
and  bark  Patriot  in  1821. 

No.  384.  William  Sutton,  1800-1882,  merchant; 
Major  General  of  Militia. 

No.  420.  John  H.  Eagleston,  1803-1884,  master  mari¬ 
ner;  commanded  bark  Peru  and  ship  Emerald  in  the  Fiji 
trade  for  Stephen  C.  Phillips;  interpreter  at  Fiji  for  the 
Wilkes  Exploring  Expedition  in  1839 ;  took  the  first 
Salem  vessel  to  California  after  the  discovery  of  gold. 

No.  437.  Thomas  Trask,  1792-1863;  clerk  on  the 
private  armed  brig  Enterprise  in  1813,  captured  and 
taken  to  Halifax;  United  States  Consul  at  Surinam  for 
twenty-one  years;  served  in  both  branches  of  the  Salem 
City  Government. 

No.  442.  William  B.  (Zanzibar)  Smith,  1797-1881, 
master  mariner;  commanded  brig  Cherokee  and  ship 
Brenda  for  John  Bertram  and  Michael  Shepard  in  the 
Zanzibar  trade. 

No.  480.  Thomas  Hunt,  1806-1870,  merchant;  found¬ 
ed  the  firm  of  Thomas  Hunt  &  Company  at  Canton,  China. 

No.  499.  William  McMullan,  1824-1862;  United 
States  Consul  at  Zanzibar. 

No.  524.  Henry  W.  Peabody,  1838-1908,  merchant; 
head  of  the  firm  of  Henry  W.  Peabody  &  Co.,  running 
a  line  of  ships  out  of  Boston  in  the  Australian  trade. 
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No,  531.  William  H.  Hathorne,  1844-1886,  master 
mariner;  served  as  master’s  mate  with  Admiral  Farragut 
on  the  flagship  Hartford  at  Mobile  Bay;  commanded 
ships  Glide  and  Taria  Topan;  United  States  Consul  and 
agent  for  John  Bertram  at  Zanzibar. 

No.  539.  Edward  D.  Ropes,  1838-1902,  merchant; 
paymaster’s  clerk  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  in  the  Civil  War; 
United  States  Consul  at  Zanzibar;  senior  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Ropes,  Emmerton  &  Co. 

No.  591.  Leonard  A.  Bachelder,  the  dean  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety,  having  joined  in  1900,  and  only  surviving  member 
of  the  old  Society  before  the  By-laws  were  altered  in 
1918;  now  American  Vice  Consul  at  Auckland,  New 
Zealand. 

No.  614.  Ralph  C.  Browne,  the  senior  living  honor¬ 
ary  member,  whom,  some  years  ago  as  you  will  remember, 
Admiral  Reginald  R.  Belknap  assured  us  was  the  inven¬ 
tor  of  the  electric  device  which  made  possible  the  North 
Sea  mine  barrage  in  1917. 

Liberal  donations  and  bequests  have  helped  to  carry  on 
the  philanthropical  work  of  the  Society  and  more  than 
$58,000  has  been  received  in  varying  sums  from  some 
thirty  benefactors.  Those  of  $1000  or  more  being  from 
William  Gray,  Nathaniel  Bowditch,  Dudley  L.  Rickman, 
Sr.,  Nathaniel  West,  Francis  Peabody,  Michael  Lord, 
Nathaniel  Weston,  George  Higginson,  John  Percival, 
J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch,  Timothy  Bryant,  John  P.  And¬ 
rews,  Benjamin  W.  Stone,  William  J.  Cheever,  James  B. 
Curwen  and  James  V.  Eagleston.  In  addition  to  the 
above  there  were  three  bequests  which  I  will  mention  indi¬ 
vidually  : 

Thomas  Perkins,  Esq.,  of  Topsfield,  formerly  an  emi¬ 
nent  merchant  of  Salem,  died  in  1830,  bequeathing  to 
the  Marine  Society  at  Salem  in  New  England  his  brick 
building  and  land  known  by  the  name  of  Franklin  Place 
on  condition  ‘That  the  said  Marine  Society  shall  annually 
apply  the  net  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  the  relief  of 
such  Poor  and  Indigent  Members  of  the  said  Society, 
who  may  not  be  given  to  excessive  drinking,  as  shall  be 
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annually  designated  by  the  Officers  of  the  said  Society 
for  the  time  being.” 

This  building,  which  was  erected  in  1809,  and  pur¬ 
chased  by  Mr.  Perkins  in  1811  from  Josiah  Dow,  was 
extremely  unfortunate  in  respect  to  fires  after  it  was 
acquired  by  the  Society.  Its  northern  end  was  destroyed 
on  January  29,  1845,  with  a  loss  of  $4450;  its  southern 
end  seriously  damaged  on  January  4,  1859,  with  a  loss 
of  $2000 ;  and  the  building  was  totally  destroyed  on  Octo¬ 
ber  21,  1860.  The  first  two  fires  were  covered  by  insur¬ 
ance  but  when  the  worst  fire  came,  through  error,  the 
insurance  policy  had  expired  at  noon  on  the  previous  day. 
The  following  account  appears  in  the  Clerk’s  record  book : 

“Sunday  Morning  Oct.  21,  1860  at  2  a.m.  Fire  was  dis¬ 
covered  in  the  south  entrance  of  the  Franklin  Building  mak¬ 
ing  rapid  progress.  About  2.30  a.m.  the  south  front  fell 
in  taking  a  part  of  the  partition  wall  with  it.  The  flames 
quickly  spread  in  the  northern  section  which  layed  the  whole 
building  in  ruins.  With  great  difficulty  &  danger  the  occu¬ 
pants  of  the  stores  in  the  Basement  saved  a  part  of  their 
goods  in  a  damaged  state.  By  still  greater  exertion  was  the 
Portraits  &  all  the  Tablets  but  one  (Edw.  Stanley’s)  was 
saved  by  Mr.  John  Love  joy  &  myself.  Our  Library  which 
had  been  lately  fitted  up  was  all  lost  with  all  the  furniture, 
carpet,  etc.  etc.  in  the  Members  Hall  was  all  lost.  The  library 
consisted  of  about  30  volumes  sent  to  the  Society  from  Wash¬ 
ington  by  Lt.  Maury  &  Supt.  of  Coast  Survey  &  Light  House 
board.  A  large  number  of  Nautical  Almanacs  &  pamphlets 
with  a  whole  set  of  Lt.  Maury’s  Charts  with  sailing  direc¬ 
tions  &c.  All  was  lost.  The  Insurance  Policy  expired  on 
Saturday  noon.  The  building  had  always  been  insured  in 
Boston  and  unfortunately  for  us  &  the  poor  of  the  Society 
the  policy  was  not  renewed  so  all  was  lost — $13,000. 

Samuel  Benson 
Clerk.  S.  M.  Society” 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Essex  House  on  October  25th 
it  was  voted:  “that  an  agent  be  appointed  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  have  all  the  property  belonging  to  the  Society 
be  fully  Insured  and  that  he  report  semi-aimually  to  the 
Society.”  Also  a  committee  was  appointed  to  procure 
subscriptions  for  re-building.  The  results  might  have 
been  worse  since  the  American  Insurance  Company,  of 
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which  Mr.  J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch  was  President,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  policy  had  expired  and  they  were  under  no 
obligation  to  do  so,  contributed  $4000  towards  the  new 
building  and  other  subscriptions  brought  the  sum  up  to 
$14,315.  Mr.  Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch  of  Brookline  sent 
a  donation  of  $500  to  be  distributed  among  the  needy 
members. 

The  new  building,  built  along  the  lines  of  the  original 
one,  was  never  profitable  as  constant  alterations  and 
repairs  were  called  for,  desirable  tenants  difficult  to  secure, 
and  two  more  fires,  although  of  minor  importance, 
occurred  on  November  19,  1882  and  January  21,  1921. 
The  Society  continued  to  occupy  the  building,  however, 
until  1923  when  it  was  sold  to  be  replaced  by  the  Haw¬ 
thorne  Hotel  as  already  mentioned. 

In  1836,  Henry  Barr  of  Salem,  mariner,  left  an  estate 
of  some  $23,000  in  trust  for  his  daughter  and  her  issue 
with  the  provision  that,  if  she  left  no  issue  it  was  to  go 
to  the  Salem  Marine  Society  in  trust  to  be  used  for  the 
erection  and  support  of  “a  Bethel  Church  in  Salem  for 
the  accomodation  of  Seamen,  to  have  the  Gospel  preached 
to  them.”  The  daughter  died  in  1874  without  issue.  The 
will  was  contested,  and  on  September  30,  1875  the  records 
say:  “The  Master  made  a  report  that  the  Barr  Will  was 
sustained  by  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  after  argu¬ 
ment  by  James  A.  Gillis,  Esq.,  for,  and  George  Wheat- 
land,  Esq.,  against.”  After  a  delay  of  fourteen  years  on 
August  2,  1889,  the  Society  voted  to  accept  the  Trust 
which  then  amounted  to  $25,931.04.  The  following  year 
the  Bethel  was  erected  at  the  foot  of  Turner  Street  and 
at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  1891  the  Committee  in  charge 
reported:  “Preaching  services  have  been  held  every  Sun¬ 
day  and  generally  the  house  well  filled,  the  variety  and 
good  character  of  preaching  and  music  being  much  appre¬ 
ciated.  The  income  of  the  trust  fund  so  heavily  taxed 
has  barely  equalled  the  maintenance  of  the  afternoon 
Services  as  commenced  and  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
open  a  reading  room  or  otherwise  to  enlarge  the  work  for 
seamen.  The  preachers  have  been  Unitarian  8,  Congre¬ 
gational  14,  Baptist  11,  Methodist  7,  Advent  1,  Episcopal 
5,  Universalist  6.” 
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In  April,  1902,  it  was  voted  that  the  Society  was  no 
longer  desirous  of  acting  as  Trustee  under  the  Barr  Will 
and  that  it  was  their  wish  to  have  the  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association  appointed  in  their  stead.  This  was 
acceptable  to  the  Association  and  at  the  October  meeting 
the  Master  and  Clerk  were  authorized  to  make  the  trans¬ 
fer.  Captain  Barr  had  not  been  a  member  of  the  Society. 

In  1852,  Nathaniel  West,  by  the  third  clause  in  his 
will,  bequeathed  to  the  Society  all  his  shares  of  stock  and 
interest  in  Derby  Wharf,  as  well  as  all  the  stores  and 
other  buildings  upon  the  Wharf  belonging  to  him,  in 
trust,  the  income  and  profits  to  be  applied  to  the  relief 
and  support  of  widows  of  indigent  members  and  “I  make 
this  and  a  subsequent  provision  to  testify  the  interest 
I  feel  in  the  seafaring  population  of  my  native  place.” 

The  Society  found  it  inconvenient  to  manage  this  prop¬ 
erty  and  in  1866  a  division  of  the  property  was  assented 
to  by  the  parties  in  interest  and  legally  allowed,  the  por¬ 
tion  belonging  to  the  Society  was  otherwise  invested,  the 
income  to  be  used  for  the  original  purpose  of  the  bequest. 

By  the  tenth  clause  he  put  in  the  hands  of  two  trustees, 
whom  he  named,  certain  bank  stocks,  the  income  to  be 
invested  and  the  whole  to  accumulate  for  fifteen  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  the  trustees  should  pay  the  total 
amount  to  the  Society  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and 
forever  maintaining  a  school  for  the  nautical  and  com¬ 
mercial  education  of  young  men  of  Salem  who  may  be 
intended  for  a  seafaring  life.  At  the  end  of  the  desig¬ 
nated  fifteen  years,  as  there  seemed  to  be  very  little  call 
for  a  school  such  as  Captain  West  had  very  meticulously 
outlined,  a  compromise  was  effected  with  the  heirs  and 
by  decree  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  on  December 
10,  1867,  the  Society  was  awarded  the  sum  of  $12,500. 
to  hold  and  invest,  “and  apply  the  income  to  the  general 
purposes  of  the  Society,  and  to  aid  and  promote  the  Nau¬ 
tical  and  Commercial  Education  of  young  men,  descend¬ 
ants  or  relatives  of  those  who  have  been  or  may  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  said  Salem  Marine  Society,  intended  for  a  Sea¬ 
faring  and  Mercantile  Life.” 

And  last,  but  most  important,  is  the  relief  which  the 
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Society  has  consistently  furnished  under  the  sixth,  sev¬ 
enth,  eighth  and  ninth  clauses  of  the  By-laws.  Since 
1767,  when  the  Widow  Hathorne  was  assisted,  there  has 
hardly  been  a  six-month  period,  except  from  March,  1775, 
to  October,  1780,  when  no  meetings  were  held,  that  aid 
has  not  been  forthcoming. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  in  1789  the  following  is  re¬ 
corded:  “that  the  Treasurer  should  pay  out  of  the  Box 
unto  Capt.  Habbakuk  Bowditch  the  sum  of  forty  shillings 
lawful  money  he  being  under  necessitous  circumstances.” 
Capt.  Habbakuk,  father  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Bowditch, 
the  navigator,  joined  the  Society  in  1767  and  was  Clerk 
from  1781  to  1785.  Aid  was  continued  until  his  death 
in  1798  and  in  appreciation  Mr.  J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch 
inserted  this  clause  in  his  will:  “One  thousand  dollars 
to  the  Old  Marine  Society  of  the  City  of  Salem  being 
the  same  Society  which  formerly  so  kindly  assisted  my 
grandfather  Habbakuk  Bowditch.” 

At  the  October  meeting  in  1791  we  find:  “A  commit¬ 
tee  of  seven  persons  chosen  for  to  assist  any  vessel  that 
should  happen  to  be  in  distress  with  Boats  or  with  what 
help  that  is  necessary  and  if  ye  said  person  is  not  able 
to  pay  the  charge,  it  should  be  paid  by  ye  said  Marine 
Societv.” 

Again  in  1792 :  “that  the  Correspon dance  Committee 
be  directed  to  right  to  Congress  to  know  if  anything  can 
be  done  for  our  pore  brethren  persons  that  are  confined 
at  Algiers.”  In  1797 :  “Capt.  Henry  Elkins  be  excused 
from  paying  his  dues  by  reason  of  misfortunes  his  last 
voyage.”  In  1802:  “that  Capt.  Jesse  Smith  be  excused 
from  paying  his  arrears  having  been  robbed  by  the 
French.”  Entries  of  a  more  or  less  similar  purport  run 
through  the  Clerk’s  books. 

The  Society  has  distributed  altogether  the  very  re¬ 
spectable  sum  of  $329,379.00  in  an  effort  to  be  worthy  of 
its  motto:  “Where  virtue  reigns,  the  unfortunate  find 
relief.” 
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George  Thompson  was  a  native  of  Stockholm,  Sweden, 
where  he  was  born  ‘‘Thamston,”  but  changed  the  spell¬ 
ing  of  his  name  to  Thompson  after  the  war.  In  the  roll 
of  prisoners  at  Forton  Prison^  he  is  listed  as  a  Prize 
Master,  and  his  diary  corroborates  this  statement.  How 
long  he  lived  in  Newburyport  before  the  war  is  not  known, 
but  upon  his  return  from  prison  he  married,  according 
to  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  records,  on  January  6, 
1782,  Lois,  daughter  of  Edmund,  Jr.  and  Mary  Morse, 
of  Newburyport.  She  was  bom  there  on  July  5,  1754, 
and  died  January  25,  1828.  Five  children  were  born  to 
them,  Charles.  George,  Mary,  Nancy  and  Sarah,  all  bap¬ 
tized  at  St.  Paul’s  Church  between  1782  and  1792.  The 
two  sons  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  and  twenty-eight, 
respectively.  There  are  descendants  of  the  daughter  Mary 
still  living  in  Newburyport. 

The  writer  of  this  diary  was  captured  in  the  brig 
Expedition  in  November,  1777,  confined  on  the  English 
prison  ship  Prince  of  Wales  in  New  York,  transferred 
to  the  frigate  Venus  at  Rhode  Island  and  later  was  sent 
on  the  transport  ship  Myrtle  to  England.  He  tells  of  his 
experiences  in  Forton  Prison,  from  which  he  escaped  in 
November,  1779,  and  ultimately  returned  to  this  country 
in  the  American  ship  Polly,  landing  in  Nova  Scotia. 
Making  his  way  with  the  help  of  persons  friendly  to  the 
American  cause,  he  reached  Salem  harbor  on  April  5, 
1780  and  proceeded  to  Newburyport.  He  collected  his 
prize  money  for  the  brig  Civil  Usage  of  Newburyport  in 
1777,  and  shipped  on  board  the  privateer  brig  Hibernia, 
Capt.  William  O’Brien,  capturing  a  prize,  the  Malignant, 
the  following  July.  He  shipped  on  other  privateers  up 
to  the  summer  of  1781. 

1  N.  E.  Hist.  Gen.  Reg.,  Vol.  33,  p.  38. 


(221) 


222  DIARY  OF  GEORGE  THOMPSON,  NEWBURYPORT 

The  diary  also  includes  twelve  “Rules  and  Regulations 
for  taking  care  of  sick  and  hurt  seamen,”  to  be  observed 
in  Forton  Prison,  and  a  very  detailed  list  of  directions  by 
means  of  which  one  could  escape  from  the  prison  and 
reach  London  where  vessels  could  be  found  for  passage 
to  France  or  Holland.  The  volume  closes  with  “'A  list 
of  the  officers’  names  in  Forton  Prison,”  as  of  December 
27,  1778. 

The  diary  is  a  vellum  bound  book,  six  by  four  inches, 
and  was  bought  in  Gosport,  England,  when  he  entered  the 
prison.  The  handwriting  is  excellent,  but  the  peculiar¬ 
ity  in  the  spelling,  unlike  most  diaries  written  by  unedu¬ 
cated  Americans  of  that  period,  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
Thompson  was  a  foreigner  who  was  not  familiar  with 
written  English.  By  the  use  of  a  little  imagination,  the 
reader  will  have  no  trouble  in  interpreting  the  entries. 

Hov.  5,  1777  I  was  Tacken  in  the  Brigg  Expedition 
by  A  Letter  of  Markque  from  London  Mounthing  18 
guns  Commanded  by  John  Heaggy 

Dec.  8  I  was  Sent  on  bord  of  the  prissen  Ship  Prins 
of  Walse  in  Hewyork 

Dec.  27  I  was  Sent  on  bord  of  his  Magistas  Fregat 
Vennus  to  Roade  Island  to  bee  Exchenst 

Apr.  15,  1778  I  was  Tacken  out  of  the  prisson  Ship 
Cleburn  and  Sent  on  bord  of  the  Transport  Ship  Mirtle 
in  Order  to  bee  Karid  to  England  Cap‘"  Burton  Com¬ 
mander 

May  12  Came  to  an  Anchar  in  Spithead  wer  thir 
was  39  Shipping  of  the  Line  Laing 

June  19  I  was  Exsamind  and  Commited  to  Fortune 
Prisson 

July  2  Receved  A  Letter  from  M”.  Dallstrom 

July  6  Cap*“  Dinnes  and  his  Crew  was  Committed 
Which  is  69  in  Humber 

July  10  Receved  from  M'  Dugard  2  Whit  Shirts  2 
per  of  thread  Stockings  as  gratias 

July  17  Receved  A  Letter  from  M'  Dallstrom 

July  24  Teen  of  the  prisners  Mead  thire  Eskapes 
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Which  Cap*“  Hineman  Cap*^"  Dinnes  Cap*"  Murfee  Cap*" 
Thiw  Cap*"  Hacom  Tryan  M''  Leacher  M*'  Barbetrong 
and  Tow  others  I  Receved  Som  Cloths  from  London 
July  27  I  Writh  2  Letters  one  to  London  and  one 
to  Amsteldam  one  Prich  [prize]  Master  and  7  Men  Com. 
in  to  prisson 

July  31  Grettest  part  of  the  Prisners  Layd  a  skem 
to  breck  out  but  was  found  out  by  Informetion 

Aug.  13  Rec**  a  Letter  from  My  broder  in  Amstel¬ 
dam  datted  7 

Aug.  26  M'  Wiegstrom  Mead  Mee  a  precent  of  one 
Genny 

Auff.  27  I  writh  a  Letter  to  M'’  Dallstrom  in  London 
Sept.  7  56  of  the  prisners  brock  out  of  Fourtune 

Prisson 

Sept.  8  19  Prisners  was  brought  back  and  put  in  the 

blak  hole 

Sept.  9  6  of  the  prisners  was  thacken  up  and  bragt 

back  and  put  in  the  blak  hole 

Sept.  10  M''  Robbinson  was  bragt  back  and  put  in 

the  black  hole 

Sept.  16  24  of  the  prisners  was  Let  out  of  the  blak 

hole  by  Intersetion  of  the  OfiFeecers  of  the  Gard 

Sept.  25  I  Writh  one  Letter  to  M”  Dollstron  and  one 
to  M"^  Jarell  Steen  in  London 

Oct.  13  Rec"*  a  Letter  from  My  broder  in  Amsteldam 
Nov.  4  I  writh  a  Letter  to  My  broder  in  Amsteldam 
one  to  Cap*"  Redcherson  in  London  and  one  to  M™  Dall¬ 
strom 

Nov.  21  Rec**  a  Letter  from  Mrs.  Dallstrom  and  writh 
an  ancer  back 

Nov.  25  Rec**  a  Letter  from  My  broder  in  Amsteldam 
With  a  bill  of  Exchens  and  an  Order  upon  M”  Heeneken 
and  Hoftham  in  London  and  20  of  the  prisners  broak  out 
of  black  hole 

Nov.  26  12  of  the  prisners  was  brougt  back  and  I 

Indorsed  a  bill  to  M*"  Thomas  Adams  in  Gosport 

Dec.  2  in  the  Evening  Cap*"  Moore  Cap*"  Greenell 
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and  Cap^“  Luss  thryd  to  Meak  thir  Eskaps  but  was  Dis- 
apointed 

Dec.  7  I  Gote  the  bill  of  Exchenst  Chenst  bought 
bearskin  Cothing  fore  a  Great  Coate 

Dec.  9  I  writh  a  Letter  to  My  broder  in  Amsteldam 
Dec.  10  Cap*”  Moor  Cap*”  Marreditt  M*"  Robbinson 
M'  Brambarry  and  Tomson  Mead  thir  Eskaps  out  of  the 
prisson  hospittell 

Dec.  16  Rec**  a  Letter  from  My  broder  in  Law  in 
Calmar  datted  the  20  of  Sep*  M*'  Swen  Keen  by  Neame 
Dec.  17  15  of  the  prisners  enterd  om  bord  of  his 

Magsstys  Ship  the  Lenix 

Dec.  18  a  Letter  Detted  the  9  Di*  was  Returned  to 
mee  agen 

Dec.  19  I  Writh  a  Letter  to  My  broder  in  Amsteldam 
Jan.  13,  1779  M""  Flogg  and  M'  Dayvis  Mead  thire 

Eskaps  out  of  fourten  prisson 

Jan.  15  Friday  Neight  7  of  the  prisners  Mead  thire 
Eskapes  of  fourten  prisson 

Jan.  16  Saterdav  Naight  3  of  the  Officers  thrid  to 
Mack  thire  Eskapes  but  was  apprehended  and  put  in  the 
black  hole  thire  Kearns  Cap*”  Smith  Doc.  Allen  M""  New¬ 
comb  this  Gentelmane  Gave  the  Sioldier  that  Was  to  Let 
them  Go  ^l-®5 

Jan.  16  the  Same  Sioldier  afther  he  had  Gote  the 
Monny  Informed  upon  them 

Jan.  17  Sunday  Cap*”  Smith  Docttor  Benjamin  Allen 
and  M""  Newcomb  was  ordered  out  of  the  black  hole 
Jan.  19  Tuesday  in  the  Morning  Tow  of  the  priss- 
ners  Thrid  to  Maeck  thire  Escapes  and  Gave  the  Sentry 
*l-®7  as  Soon  as  the  Sayd  Sentry  Grote  the  Monny  from 
the  prisners  he  that  Instant  Informed  on  them  and  Gote 
them  put  in  black  hole 

Jan.  19  In  the  Evening  thire  was  32  American  pris¬ 
ners  Commited  to  fourtuen  prisson 

Jan.  20  Wednesday  3  of  the  prisners  Enterd  on  bord 
of  his  Magestas  Ship  Lenix  and  four  of  the  prisners  that 
Mead  thir  Ecapes  the  15  was  braougt  back  and  put  in 
the  blak  hole 
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Jan.  21  Thoursday  3  of  the  prisners  that  Mead  thir 
Escapes  the  15  was  brougt  back  and  put  in  the  french 
blak  hole  this  day  an  Agrement  was  Mead  between  the 
Officers  and  Seamen  and  others  if  enny  Mane  officer  our 
Mane  ofer  to  Enter  on  bord  of  the  Britanik  Ships  of  war 
after  the  24  of  this  present  Month  Showld  Sofer  the  pun- 
nishment  of  39  Strips  and  to  heave  one  of  his  Ears  Cut 
of  as  Soon  as  this  peas  of  Writhing  was  put  up  Docter 
Gardin  belonggin  to  fourteen  prisson  tore  it  of  that  In¬ 
stant  the  Agent  M""  Newham  Informed  us  with  an  Order 
from  the  horde  that  if  anny  Mane  offerd  to  Meak  thir 
Eskape  Should  be  put  back  on  the  List 

Jan.  24  Sunday  M''  Conner  Mead  his  Escape  out  of 
fourtuen  prisson  this  Morning  four  More  Mead  thire  Es¬ 
capes  and  one  our  after  of  the  Same  was  brougt  back  by 
M*"  Thomas  Francis  a  Gardiner  in  the  afternoon  7  of  the 
prisners  was  put  in  to  the  blak  hole  fore  passing  the  Sen- 
tens  on  one  Rodgers  an  Informer  his  Centens  was  100 
Strips  after  that  ,thay  was  put  in  the  Rest  of  thay  pris¬ 
ners  went  and  took  the  Informer  out  of  the  Cook  Roum 
and  husseld  him  over  the  Yard 

Jan.  29  Friday  in  the  Evning  one  Conninggoom  a 
prisner  in  the  blak  hole  brock  out  and  was  tacken  up  by 
Richard  Thommas  a  Turnky  of  fourtuene  prison  this  day 
wee  hade  the  News  of  Tow  Cartils  Com  in  to  the  harber 
Which  proved  to  bee  french 

Jan.  30  Saturdav  in  the  Evening  M'  Newcomb  Gote 
in  the  Cook  Room  With  an  Intention  to  Meacke  his  Es- 
eapse  but  was  Informed  on 

Jan.  31  Sunday  in  the  Morning  about  10  a  Clock 
the  Ginny  Cap*”  our  Cap*”  Passons  Which  was  Cap*"  of 
the  Gard  this  day  Com  in  to  the  prisners  Yard  with  the 
Wole  Gard  for  to  put  one  Man  in  the  blak  hole 

Feb.  4  Thoursday  in  the  Evning  about  7  a  Clok  a 
hole  was  found  out  in  the  other  prisson  which  prevented 
the  prisners  from  llfackcn  thire  Escaps 

Feb.  7  betwen  Sunday  &  Monday  Nights  tow  officers 
and  three  pravet  men  thrid  to  Meak  thir  Eskapes  but 
was  prevented  by  the  Garde 
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and  Cap*”  Luss  thryd  to  Meak  thir  Eskaps  but  was  Dis- 
apointed 

Dee.  7  I  Gote  the  bill  of  Exchenst  Chenst  bought 
bearskin  Cothing  fore  a  Great  Coate 

Dec.  9  I  writh  a  Letter  to  My  broder  in  Amsteldam. 
Dec.  10  Cap*”  Moor  Cap*”  Marreditt  M*^  Robbinson 
M'  Brambarry  and  Tomson  Mead  thir  Eskaps  out  of  the 
prisson  hospittell 

Dec.  16  Rec**  a  Letter  from  My  broder  in  Law  in 
Calmar  datted  the  20  of  Sep*  M''  Swen  Keen  by  Neame 
Dec.  17  15  of  the  prisners  enterd  om  bord  of  his 

Magsstys  Ship  the  Lenix 

Dec.  18  a  Letter  Detted  the  9  Di*  was  Returned  to 
mee  agen 

Dec.  19  I  Writh  a  Letter  to  My  broder  in  Amsteldam 
Jan.  13,  1779  M'  Flogg  and  ip  Dayvis  Mead  thire 
Eskaps  out  of  fourten  prisson 

Jan.  15  Friday  Keight  7  of  the  prisners  Mead  thire 
Eskapes  of  fourten  prisson 

Jan.  16  Saterdav  Kaight  3  of  the  Officers  thrid  to 
Mack  thire  Eskapes  but  was  apprehended  and  put  in  the 
black  hole  thire  Kearns  Cap*”  Smith  Doc.  Allen  M*"  Kew- 
comb  this  Gentelmane  Gave  the  Sioldier  that  Was  to  Let 
them  Go  *l-“5 

Jan.  16  the  Same  Sioldier  afther  he  had  Gote  the 
Monny  Informed  upon  them 

Jan.  17  Sunday  Cap*”  Smith  Docttor  Benjamin  Allen 
and  M'  Kewcomb  was  ordered  out  of  the  black  hole 
Jan.  19  Tuesday  in  the  Morning  Tow  of  the  priss- 
ners  Thrid  to  Maeck  thire  Escapes  and  Gave  the  Sentry 
*l-*7  as  Soon  as  the  Sayd  Sentry  Gote  the  Monny  from 
the  prisners  he  that  Instant  Informed  on  them  and  Gote 
them  put  in  black  hole 

Jan.  19  In  the  Evening  thire  was  32  American  pris¬ 
ners  Commited  to  fourtuen  prisson 

Jan.  20  Wednesday  3  of  the  prisners  Enterd  on  bord 
of  his  Magestas  Ship  Lenix  and  four  of  the  prisners  that 
Mead  thir  Ecapes  the  15  was  braougt  back  and  put  in 
the  blak  hole 
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Jan.  21  Thoursday  3  of  the  prisners  that  Mead  thir 
Escapes  the  15  was  brougt  back  and  put  in  the  french 
blak  hole  this  day  an  Agrement  was  Mead  between  the 
Officers  and  Seamen  and  others  if  enny  Mane  officer  our 
Mane  ofer  to  Enter  on  bord  of  the  Britanik  Ships  of  war 
after  the  24  of  this  present  Month  Showld  Sofer  the  pun- 
nishment  of  39  Strips  and  to  heave  one  of  his  Ears  Cut 
of  as  Soon  as  this  peas  of  Writhing  was  put  up  Docter 
Gardin  belonggin  to  fourteen  prisson  tore  it  of  that  In¬ 
stant  the  Agent  M''  Newham  Informed  us  with  an  Order 
from  the  horde  that  if  anny  Mane  offerd  to  Meak  thir 
Eskape  Should  be  put  back  on  the  List 

Jan.  24  Sunday  M""  Conner  Mead  his  Escape  out  of 
fourtuen  prisson  this  Morning  four  More  Mead  thire  Es¬ 
capes  and  one  our  after  of  the  Same  was  brougt  back  by 
M''  Thomas  Francis  a  Gardiner  in  the  afternoon  7  of  the 
prisners  was  put  in  to  the  blak  hole  fore  passing  the  Sen- 
tens  on  one  Rodgers  an  Informer  his  Centens  was  100 
Strips  after  that  ,thay  was  put  in  the  Rest  of  thay  pris¬ 
ners  went  and  took  the  Informer  out  of  the  Cook  Roum 
and  husseld  him  over  the  Yard 

Jan.  29  Friday  in  the  Evning  one  Conninggoom  a 
prisner  in  the  blak  hole  brock  out  and  was  tacken  up  by 
Richard  Thommas  a  Turnky  of  fourtuene  prison  this  day 
wee  hade  the  News  of  Tow  Cartils  Com  in  to  the  harber 
Which  proved  to  bee  french 

Jan.  30  Saturdav  in  the  Evening  M'  Newcomb  Gote 
in  the  Cook  Room  With  an  Intention  to  Meacke  his  Es- 
capse  but  was  Informed  on 

Jan.  31  Sunday  in  the  Morning  about  10  a  Clock 
the  Ginny  Cap‘“  our  Cap‘“  Passons  Which  was  Cap*"  of 
the  Gard  this  day  Com  in  to  the  prisners  Yard  with  the 
Wole  Gard  for  to  put  one  Man  in  the  blak  hole 

Feb.  4  Thoursday  in  the  Evning  about  7  a  Clok  a 
hole  was  found  out  in  the  other  prisson  which  prevented 
the  prisners  from  Slacken  thire  Escaps 

Feb.  7  betwen  Sunday  &  Monday  Nights  tow  officers 
and  three  pravet  men  thrid  to  Meak  thir  Eskapes  but 
was  prevented  by  the  Garde 
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Feb.  10  Wednesday  in  the  Evening  between  8  and 
10  a  Clok  Cap*“  Greenell  Cap‘“  Luse  and  My  Self  thrid 
to  Meak  our  Escapes  but  was  prevented  by  one  M'^  New¬ 
comb  upon  an  acount  of  his  Mis  behevor  of  his  Mis  Con¬ 
duct,  and  writh  Sundry  billets  to  the  officer  of  the  Card 
wi  Capet  Whact  all  this  Night 

Feb.  13  Saturday  Niaght  one  officer  and  11  preavets 
Mead  thir  Escapes  from  Fortune  prison 

Feb.  16  Tuesday  in  the  afternoon  4  of  the  privet 
Mean  that  Mead  thir  ecapes  the  13  was  braght  back  to 
fortune  prison  Thos  Men  Gate  as  fare  as  poole  in  west 
of  England 

Feb.  17  Wednesday  this  day  tow  of  the  prisoners  that 
Made  their  Escape  the  13  was  broagth  back  to  fortune 
prison  after  being  Confined  in  fetters  in  bridvill  in 
Porthsmoth 

Feb.  18  Thursday  2  American  officers  and  18  pravet 
people  was  Commited  to  fortune  prison 

Feb.  19  Friday  this  day  four  american  prisoners  was 
Committed  and  a  privet  hole  that  the  prisoners  was  dig¬ 
ging  under  Ground  was  found  out  this  We  was  doag  with 
and  Intention  to  Meake  our  Escapes 

Feb.  20  Saturdav  Tow  of  the  prisoners  that  Made 
their  Escapes  the  13  was  tacken  up  in  London  and  brought 
back  to  fortune  prison 

Feb.  28  Sunday  This  day  7  of  the  Committi  Men 
that  was  put  in  the  blak  hole  the  24  of  Jannuary  upon 
the  acount  of  Rodgers  was  tacken  out  and  put  in  the  Gard 
among  the  other  prisners 

Mar.  2  Tuesday  this  day  wee  hade  the  News  that  the 
Cartill  hade  Left  the  Downes  with  an  Intention  to  Go  to 
Plemouht 

Mar.  6  Saturday  this  day  Came  downe  from  London 
the  heay[  ?]  Inspector  of  all  the  Kings  prissons  in  Englan 
for  to  Rigtifey  our  Grivences  but  non  of  us  Culd  get  an 
Opportunaty  to  Speek  to  him  on  account  of  the  Agent  the 
Doctor  and  the  Clark  Keppet  Close  by  His  Side  this  Gen- 
telman  Delivered  both  the  black  holes  of  their  prissoners 
both  French  and  Americans 
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Mar.  13  Saturday  this  day  wee  had  a  paper  Caled 
the  St.  James  Cronickle  wher  their  was  the  News  of  the 
Ship  Millfords  Arivell  in  Plemouth  which  is  the  Carteel 
Ship  fore  the  Americans  this  day  one  of  the  Americans 
Made  his  Esape  and  was  brougt  back  by  M*'  Thomas 
Frances  and  M"^  Mason 

Mar.  15  Monday  a  Letter  Came  from  plemouth 
which  Give  an  acount  that  the  prisoners  was  ordered  to 
bee  Inbarct  on  bord  of  the  Carteell  Ship  Milford  and  to 
proced  fore  France  with  the  first  faire  wind  it  Seams  that 
the  Number  of  prissoners  that  was  going  was  Pardoned 
by  the  King  which  tow  of  the  Number  died  but  2  More 
Could  Nott  be  Replast  in  thire  Roums  becas  thier  was 
No  More  pardend 

Mar.  25  Thursday  in  Afternoon  Rartholomy  White 
was  wounded  by  the  Corporall  of  the  Garde  this  villian 
by  acompt  haes  tretend  the  prissoners  before  this  Cor- 
poralls  Nem  is  Spelman  the  Officer  on  Garde  was  M"^ 
Parssons  our  Ginny  Cap*“  by  Neinem 

Mar.  26  Friday  This  day  I)i[e]d  Bartholmy  White 
that  was  Wounded  the  day  before 

Mar.  27  Satuerday  this  day  a  Diurry  [Jury  of  in¬ 
quest?]  was  Exspected  to  bee  Sote  on  the  Corps  of  the 
Wounded  man  but  the  Corroner  whould  Kont  tack  the 
Qualification  of  an  American 

Mar.  28  Monday  this  day  I  Recevd  a  Letter  from 
Amsteldam  detted  the  23  of  March  and  I  Writh  an  anser 
back 

Mar.  30  Tuesday  This  day  A  Dewry  [Jury]  Sote 
on  the  Man  that  was  Shot  the  25  and  it  was  Brougth  in 
Excedently  Thiss  Men  that  Sote  on  the  dewry  was  the 
woorst  Men  that  Could  bee  found  in  Gosport  towne  thay 
were  picte  out  by  the  officers  of  the  Hamsher  Malitia  wich 
did  Garde  over  us 

April  5  Monday  This  day  M'  David  Heartly  the 
American  Agent  Came  in  tho  the  prisson  Yard  and  In¬ 
formed  us  that  wi  vare  to  be  Exchint  Acording  to  Com¬ 
mitment 


t 
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April  13  Monday  This  day  200  French  prissoners 
was  Karid  away  to  Winchester  prisson 

April  15  Therday  This  day  200  French  prissoners 
was  Karid  away  to  Winchester  prisson  and  22  of  our  on 
prissoners  brock  out  of  prisson  8  of  the  Same  was  braet 
back  and  the  other  12  gote  doane  to  a  place  Called  Stocks 
bay  and  thire  gote  a  Kings  Barch  as  for  them  that  was 
brougt  back  was  put  in  to  the  blak  hole 

April  16  Friday  this  afternoon  8  of  the  prissoners 
that  made  thire  Eskapes  the  day  befor  was  tacken  up  in 
the  Kings  Chanall  by  a  Cuter  that  was  Sent  in  persut 
after  them 

April  19  Monday  This  day  10  american  prissoners 
was  Commited  to  Forton  prisson 

April  26  Monday  This  22  american  prissoners  was 
Commited  to  Forton  prisson 

April  27  Tuesday  This  day  I  Writh  a  Letter  to  M” 
Dalstrom  in  London 

May  23  Sunday  this  day  6  of  the  prissoners  out  of 
the  other  hous  and  M'  Turpine  out  of  our  hous  Meade 
thier  Escapse 

May  30  Sunday  this  day  5  of  the  prissoners  that 
made  thir  Esape  the  23  past  was  braought  back  and  put 
in  the  blak  hole  thier  Karnes  Mr.  Turpeen  Gooding  Lile- 
brige  Babbs  and  one  Boding  this  Last  man  Tumd  out 
bee  an  Informer  he  Informd  aginst  the  Man  That  Keept 
him  head 

June  21  Monday  this  day  wee  hade  an  acoumpt  of 
the  Ship  Millfords  arivel  to  Portsmouth  which  is  the 
Carteel  Ship  for  the  amerians 

June  23  Wednesday  this  day  2  of  our  prissoners  En¬ 
tered  in  tho  the  Kings  Sarvis  which  Baniamen  Hall  Top- 
pen  and  Redding 

June  24  Thoursday  This  day  wee  hade  the  Kews 
of  an  Order  beeing  Sent  downe  to  M*”  Keusham  the  Agent 
for  to  Delever  120  prissoners  to  the  Cap*”  on  bord  of  the 
Carteel  as  Soon  as  She  Should  bee  Redy  to  Receve  them 
on  bord 

June  25  Friday  this  day  the  Cap*"  of  the  Carteel 
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Ship  Came  up  to  See  us  and  told  us  that  he  Should  bee 
Kedy  to  tack  us  on  bord  in  five  or  Six  days  thime 

June  26  Saturday  this  day  I  and  Severall  others 
Lerned  that  wee  ware  put  back  on  the  List  as  Soon  as 
wee  found  it  out  for  a  certenty  wee  emedelly  Writh  an 
Letter  to  the  bord  of  Commitioners  of  the  Sick  and  hurt 
Seamen  to  Remind  them  of  thier  prommis  Made  us  and 
Lick  whise  writh  a  letter  to  M''  David  Heartly  Esqr.  our 
amerian  Agent  for  to  prisent  our  Case  to  the  bord  of  Com¬ 
mitioners  wee  Wrot  a  Letter  to  M*'  Nasham  our  Agent 
but  wee  Coluld  knot  get  anny  Redres  from  him  hee  told 
us  hee  hade  his  orders  from  the  bord  of  Commitioners 
June  30  Wednesday  this  day  I  writh  tow  letters  to 
america  one  to  Nathan  Tracey  of  Newbarry  and  a  nother 
to  M""  Reechard  Derik  in  Newcasteel  Compty  this  day 
119  of  the  prissoners  was  Called  over  upon  the  list  fore 
to  keep  them  Selfs  in  Redines  for  to  go  on  bord  of  the 
Carteel 

July  2  Friday  this  day  one  Hundered  and  Nientecn 
of  the  prissoners  was  tacken  out  of  the  Yard  and  Imbarct 
on  bord  the  Carted  Ship  Milford  laing  at  Speethead  and 
M*"  Rilly  Green  Caplin  and  mass  Came  out  of  the  black 
hole  afther  being  Confined  81  days  in  Cloee  Confinment 
July  4  Sunday  Neight  about  a  Eleven  a  Clock  13  of 
the  prissoners  maed  thier  Escapes  out  of  Forton  prison 
thier  Names  Cap^"  Greenell  M""  Brian  M''  George  Smith 
M''  Willcox  M''  Smith  M''  Low  M*"  Railly  M*"  Haens  M'' 
Turpeen  Gooding  Babbs  Caplin  Green 

July  6  Tusday  This  evening  Cap*"  Greenell  M*^ 
Willcox  and  M*  George  Smith  was  braght  back  and  put 
in  the  black  hole 

July  7  Wednesday  at  2  a  Clok  PM  the  Carted  wayd 
anchor  from  Speethead 

July  8  Thorsday  this  day  three  american  prissoners 
was  Commited  to  forton  prison 

July  9  Friday  this  day  one  Walles  was  bragt  back 
this  man  made  his  Escape  the  23  of  may  as  Soon  as  he 
Came  in  to  prisson  hee  was  put  in  the  blak  hole 

July  11  Sunday  this  day  the  Pres  gans  prest  out  of 
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all  the  Churches  in  England  under  the  Sarmon 

July  12  Monday  this  day  wee  hade  News  that  the 
Englich  fleet  was  Cheast  in  to  Tarbay  by  the  French  and 
Spanich  fleets  the  6  of  this  Mont 

July  18  Sunday  this  day  wee  hade  the  News  of 
Gener*  Provosts  armia  being  deflated  in  South  Carrolina 
by  Genneral  Lincone  1400  being  Kiled  and  wounded  and 
700  Tacken  prissoners 

July  20  Monday  this  day  I  writ  a  Letter  to  My 
broder  in  Calmar  by  the  way  of  France 

Aug.  4  Wensday  this  day  thire  was  200  French  pris¬ 
soners  Marcht  away  to  Winchester 

Aug.  7  Satuerday  this  day  five  american  prissoners 
was  Comited  to  Forton  prison  three  privets  one  Docttor 
and  one  price  Master 

Aug.  9  Monday  This  day  thier  was  13  prissoners 
Comited  to  Forton  prison  8  privets  tow  officers  and  3 
passengers  the  ver  tacken  in  a  Letter  of  Mark  brigg  be- 
longin  to  Philadelphia 

Aug.  12  Thoursday  this  day  Tow  hundered  french 
prissoners  was  Marcht  to  Winchester  prison 

Aug.  15  Sunday  This  day  three  of  the  officers  was 
Lett  out  of  the  black  hole  which  Cap*^  Green  ell  M""  Wilcox 
and  M''  George  Smith 

Aug.  16  Monday  this  day  200  hundered  of  the 
french  Prissoners  was  Marcht  away  50  Miles  in  the  Con- 
trry 

Aug.  17  Tuesday  this  day  5  of  our  prissoner  En¬ 
tered  in  tho  the  Kings  Sarvise  Which  John  Bell  John 
Camell  Enick  Napp  Joseph  Eales  and  Lewgy  Darling 
Aug.  18  Wednesday  this  day  200  of  the  french 
prisooners  were  Marcht  in  tho  the  Contry 

Aug.  20  Friday  This  day  200  of  the  french  pris¬ 
soners  Marcht  awav  in  the  Contry 

Aug.  23  Monday  this  day  200  of  the  french  pris¬ 
soners  was  tacken  out  of  forton  prison  and  Marcht  to 
Winchester  wee  hade  an  acompt  of  the  Combind  fleet 
and  the  Enggelich  hade  Com  tho  an  Engagement  the  16 
of  this  Month 
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Auf?.  25  Wednesday  this  day  200  of  the  french  pris- 
soners  was  Marcht  awa^’  to  Winchister  one  Cap^  Robert¬ 
son  Son  and  Cheef  Meate  was  Commited  to  forton  prison 
Aug.  31  Wednesday  between  Tuesday  and  this  day 
M""  Willcox  and  Lillebrich  maede  thire  Escpe  out  of  the 
Hospittal 

Sept.  2  Thoursday  in  the  Neight  four  of  the  pris- 
soners  gote  out  of  the  other  prison  in  evin  to  Meack  thier 
Escapes  but  was  taeken  up  and  put  in  the  the  black  hole 
Sept.  3  Friday  this  Day  the  G[r]and  fleet  of  Eng¬ 
land  Returnd  to  pourtsmouth  which  it  is  Said  is  forts 
[forced]  in  by  the  franch  flett  this  fleet  is  under  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  Admirall  Hardy  to  prisoners  was  taeken  up  and 
bragt  back  which  M''  Willcox  and  Lillebrech 

Sept.  5  Sunday  this  day  wee  Reseved  the  News  of 
Carteels  arivell  to  Speathade  the  2  Ints.  ^Monday  foloing 
wee  gote  Severall  Letters  from  France 

Sept.  7  Tuesday  this  day  I  Receved  a  Letter  from 
My  broder  in  Amsteldam  dated  the  27  of  August 

Sept.  10  Satuerday  this  Evenning  fourty  Sick  mar- 
rins  was  braugt  up  to  the  hosspittall 

Sept.  12  Sundav  this  evenning  Seventy  three  Sick 
marrins  was  braugt  up 

Sep.  13  Monday  this  evenning  fourty  Sick  Marrins 
was  braegt  up:  at  1  a  Clock  this  Morning  6  officers  and 
5  privets  brock  out  the  blak  hole  for  to  Meack  thier  Es¬ 
capes  which  M""  George  Smith  Cap*“  Greeuell  M''  Forman 
M*^  Bosstick  Doctor  briggs  and  M'  Willcox  this  Leater 
was  Catcht  in  the  hole  wen  hee  was  Comming  out 

Sept.  14  Tuesday  this  afternoon  the  following  men 
was  braugt  back  which  M*'  Forman  M'  Bosstick  and  five 
privets 

Sept.  27  Mondav  this  day  I  Writh  2  Letters  one  to 
Calmar  and  the  other  to  Amsterdam  this  day  Cap‘  Rob¬ 
erson  made  his  Eskape 

Oct.  14  Thoursday  this  day  was  Commited  to  forton 
prison  6  of  Cap*“  Jonsies  Crew  master  of  the  Shipe  Liuf- 
tennant  of  marins  and  the  masters  meat  and  3  privets 
besides  5  More  americans  this  people  was  taeken  upon 
the  Cost  of  Irland  in  the  Shipes  boath 
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Oct.  13  Monday  this  day  I  was  teacken  Sick  and 
was  put  in  tho  the  hospitall  the  Same  day  60  american 
prissoners  was  Commited  priveteers  Crew  this  prissoners 
was  tacken  in  a  priveter  Caled  the  Jennerall  Glover  Com¬ 
manded  by  Cap‘“  Barthlet 

Oct.  20  Wednesday  this  day  3  of  Cap*"  Barthlets 
people  Entered  in  to  his  Madjestes  Sarvis 

Oct.  21  Thoursday  this  day  M*  John  Wardell  made 
his  Escape  out  of  prisson  in  the  Middel  of  the  day 
Oct.  22  Friday  this  day  all  the  English  fleet  left 
Speethead  and  went  to  Sea  teen  of  the  Same  fleet  was 
Ordered  to  Texsell  in  holland  to  demand  Cap*"  Jones 
now  laing  in  texsell 

Nov.  1  Monday  this  Evening  I  and  M*  Newcomb 
made  our  Escapes  from  forton  prisson  and  wee  vent  tho 
M"  Thomas  Francis  house  and  this  Same  Gentleman  kar- 
rid  us  over  the  water  too  pourtSmouth  and  then  went 
whith  us  too  M*  Wreene  house  and  from,  thens  he  karrid 
us  to  a  frind  of  hissend  but  wen  wee  Came  thier  it  was 
12  a  Clock  of  the  Night  and  the  man  of  the  house  denid 
us  entherens  wee  were  ablige  to  Stay  in  the  Street  all 
Night  till  6  Clock  in  the  Morning  Before  wee  was  tacken 
in  tho  the  house  but  afther  the  Man  Come  to  find  out 
that  wee  were  Sent  by  M"  Wreen  hee  Reseved  us  with 
Kindnes  and  Secretted  us  in  his  house 

Nov.  2  Tuesday  this  Evening  M*  Wreen  and  M* 
Francis  Came  to  Se  me  in  my  Lodgings 

Nov.  4  Thoursday  This  Evening  M"  Wreen  Came 
to  Se  us  in  our  Lodgings  and  give  his  word  that  he  would 
healp  us  as  Soon  as  Possible  hee  gave  us  an  Acompt  that 
three  more  prissoners  brock  out  of  Forton  prisson  this 
Evening 

Nov.  6  Saturday  this  day  M*  Salter  [came]  to  us 
in  our  lodgins  and  told  us  that  he  Could  get  us  a  pasges 
in  the  Same  Ship  as  he  was  going  in  and  the  Same  Eve¬ 
ning  he  came  with  Cap*"  Cook  and  told  us  that  we  may 
go  on  bord  about  6  a  Cloke  the  Same  Evening  Came  on 
bord  the  Sayd  Ship  polly  and  was  Receved  with  kindness 
By  the  Meat  of  the  Ship  I  writh  a  Letter  to  amsterdam 
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Nov.  11  Thoursday  this  day  the  Rev**  M'  Wren 
Sent  me  on  bord  2  Shirt  1  Jacket  1  pr  of  drase  1  pare  of 
Yame  Stocking  1  hate  1  heankerchif  and  the  Same  to 

Thomas  Newcomb  this  Evening  M*'  Bradstreet  Came 
on  bord 

Nov.  16  Tuesday  this  afternoon  wee  wayd  anchor 
from  Speahead  and  jande  the  Confio  [Convoy]  and  fleth 
thier  was  40  Sail  in  all 

Nov.  18  Thoursday  this  Morning  wee  hove  to  of 
Rame  head  and  gote  another  Conflow  a  frigat  Cald  the 
Airen 

Atlantic  Ochen  on  bord  of  the  Ship  Polly  December 
7  No.  1779  Tuesday  this  day  I  Received  Som  Clothing 
from  M'  Parson  which  3  Jackits  and  2  pare  of  Trosses 
one  pare  of  Brass  [Drawers] 

Feb.  23  Monday  at  5  PM  Spocke  a  Pollacker  pri- 
veteer  from  New  York  Mounthing  22  No.  9  pounders 
Commanded  by  Cap*“  Robbert  Sheel  in  Long**  65:00:’'' 
and  Latt^  of  29  -  30  N° 

Feb.  24  Tuesday  at  6  a  m  made  the  Island  of  Bar- 
muda  the  Island  bearing  WNW  Distance  6  Leag. 

Jan.  29  Saterday  Give  an  order  upon  Cap*"  Salter 
fore  2£-lls  9d  +  12  Shillings  of  this  Monny  I  ansard 
fore  M''  John  Wardell 

Febe  11  Friday  this  day  I  Give  an  order  upon  M* 
Salter  for  4  Shillings  and  Sixpence  for  one  p'  of  Shows 
at  4  a  Clock  in  the  afternune  Came  to  an  anchor  in  Ma- 
houne  on  the  Coste  of  Novaskotia 

Febe  12  Satuerday  this  day  Cap*"  put  us  a  Shour 
at  8  Clock  in  Morning  in  afternun  wee  Came  to  one  M*" 
Winfsons  hous  a  frind  to  the  americans  which  went  to 
the  Cornell  in  Lunenburg  and  Reported  us  that  we  came 
in  the  Ship  Polly  from  England 

Feb.  15  Tusday  This  morning  about  10  a  Clock  wee 
left  Lunenburg  one  M'  John  Arrenbarg  ware  wee  hade 
our  Lodgings  was  So  kind  as  note  taik  anny  for  our  Vitol- 
ing  and  ven  wee  Came  away  he  Sent  a  gaide  along  whit 
us  this  day  it  Cost  us  11  Shillings  for  our  dayly  Expence 

Feb.  17  Thoursday  this  Morning  at  8  a  Clock  wee 
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Left  M'’  Matias  Parkers  house  at  pottil  Levear  it  Cost 
us  for  tow  nights  and  one  day  9  Shillings  for  our  Lodgings 
Feb.  19  Satuerday  this  Morning  M*"  Simon  Brad- 
sterett  and  M''  Thomas  Newcomb  went  up  to  Liverpolle 
from  M'’  Cahoons  in  Novascotia  things  was  So  Dificoult 
that  wee  dare  not  all  venter  to  go  thire  Dileved  to  M'' 
Thomas  Newcomb  the  Sume  of  1—10  Shillings 

Feb.  23  Wednesday  this  I  Rece**  a  Letter  from  M'' 
Simon  Bradstrett  in  LiverpK)lle  which  give  me  Sattisfac- 

tion  that  maters  Stood  wall  in  Liverpolle  - 

Feb.  25  Friday  this  day  Came  in  a  Scooner  from 
Martinica  belonging  to  Marvell  head  in  america  Com¬ 
manded  by  Cap*“  Isaik  Col  jer  which  was  made  a  prize  of 
by  the  inhabitance  this  people  is  as  frindly  as  the  amer- 
ians  them  Selves  Can  bee  but  it  was  by  the  persuation  of 
the  Ships  Company  that  the  inhabbitans  made  a  prize 
of  her  So  they  are  not  to  be  blemed  portmidway 

Feb.  27  Sunday  thes  day  the  In  habitans  of  port¬ 
midway  ware  So  Kind  as  to  give  mee  and  my  partner 
three  baggs  of  Coffe  and  three  baggs  of  Cotton  the  Same 
day  about  1  a  Clock  the  Colitore  from  Liverpolle  Came 
doune  to  portmidway  to  thack  Chard  of  the  Scooner  this 
Scooner  Came  in  to  portmidway  in  Bistres 

Feb.  28  Jilondav  ^is  day  iP  John  Wardell  went  up 
tho  Liverpoole  whit  Cap*“  Cole 

Feb.  29  Tuesday  this  day  I  left  M*"  William  Co- 
hunes  house  wear  I  hade  Lodge  a  Leven  days  which  Cost 
me  and  my  comrads  12  Shillings  hallifax  Currency  and 
fore  one  par  of  Shows  for  Simon  Bradstret  10  Shill¬ 
ing  Portmidway  the  Same  Evening  Came  to  barring  Cove 
Mar.  1.  Wednesday  this  day  Came  up  tho  Liver¬ 
polle  ware  I  was  Receved  with  a  gret  dell  of  Sevillaty  by 
Cap*"  Dane  a  gret  frind  to  the  American  Cause 

Mar.  2  Thourday  this  day  I  bought  one  p*  of  Rebb. 
Stockings  one  p'  of  kne  bouckells  one  p''  of  Slive  butons 
and  yards  of  blak  Ribbons  which  in  all  Cost  mee  ITf-G** 
that  Currency  lent  If-G**  to  M'  Crow 

March  3  Friday  this  day  Seteled  the  Rooming  with 
M”  Snow  in  Liverpoole  which  amonted  to  5£-16*-3'*  hal- 
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lifax  Currence  and  for  Eigheen  lb  of  bread  and  3/4  of 
butter  it  Cost  us  which  in  all  amounts  to  6-12-0 

I  Delived  to  M''  bradstret  2  S :  and  6  d :  of  the  owed  Stock 

Mar.  4  Saterdav  in  the  Evening  Harring  Cove  along 

with  M''  Arnole  belonging  to  littel  barber  this  night  at  a 

II  a  Clok  we  took  in  three  Amerians  of  the  Westen  head 
of  portmatune 

Mar.  5  Sunday  this  Morning  went  in  to  port  lebeer 
Rover  to  Loock  for  Som  anchors  that  the  brigg  Fame 
hade  Lost  the  day  in  afternoon  Came  to  Littels  barber 
ver  M'’  Arnold  house 

March  7  Tuesday  this  Morning  Left  M*"  Benjamin 
Arnold  in  littel  harbor  he  was  So  kind  as  to  let  us  heave 
a  boath  to  go  to  portletore  vare  wee  Arived  at  4  a  Clok 
in  the  afternoon  at  one  M*"  Swens 

Mar.  8  Wednesday  at  2  a  Clok  in  afternun  wee  left 
M*"  Swens  house  in  portleton  at  6  in  the  Evening  Came 
to  Barrington  vere  we  gote  Lodgins  at  one  M''  Thomas 
Greenwood 

Mar.  9  Thoursday  this  Morning  Shiffted  our  lodgins 
from  Thomas  Greenwood  to  Cap‘°  Smith  which  Ceeps  a 
publick  house  in  the  Town  of  barrington 

]\Iar.  11  Saturday  this  day  wee  Loockt  at  a  valing 
boath  belonging  to  Cap*"  David  Smit  but  found  it  woold 
not  ancer  this  afternoon  Cap*"  Friman  and  a  officer  Came 
downe  from  liverpoll  to  the  town  of  Barrington  the  Same 
Evening  wee  left  Cap*"  David  Smits  house  in  Barrington 
and  went  Downe  to  IVP  Crows  about  to  mils  from  vere 
we  was 

Mar.  ^2  Sunday  this  morning  about  7  a  Clock  wee 
left  Crows  housse  and  vent  on  bord  of  his  boath  in  order 
to  go  to  Capperew  ware  wee  arived  at  2  a  Clock  in  the 
afternoon  were  wee  wer  Recommended  to  one  M''  Butlers 
to  house  to  lodge 

Mar.  14  Tuesday  this  day  in  the  aftenoon  wee  left 
M''  Butler  and  vent  to  tack  up  a  privet  lodgins  wee 
gote  at  a  Rame  [Room]  at  one  M'  William  Hasskins  in 
Yarmouth 

Mar.  16  Thoursday  this  day  I  lade  in  a  fortnigtha 
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proviton  for  five  men  which  1/4  of  a  Qintall  of  fich  20 
lb  of  flour  24  lb  Inf^en  Meal  one  buchell  of  pottaes 
Mar.  17  Friday  this  day  one  M*"  Barns  a  Store 
Ceeper  was  So  Genneras  as  to  mack  me  a  preceant  of  6  lb 
of  Sugger  and  told  mee  if  I  Should  wont  anny  more  for 
to  C!ome  to  him  and  he  would  let  mee  have  more  wen  ever 
I  Stood  in  nide  of  anny 

Mar.  25  Satuerday  this  day  I  bought  1/2  buchell 
of  Ingen  male 

Mar.  27  Monday  this  day  I  went  and  Spoock  to 
Cap*“  Barnett  fore  a  passage  for  my  Saif  and  and  Six 
more  to  go  to  Newengland  and  bought  1/2  bu.  Ingen 
male  for  our  Sea  Store 

Mar.  30  Friday  this  day  I  give  a  Recept  to  M"" 
Simon  Bradstreet  for  3^—10  Shillings  Hallifax  Currency 
the  Same  Sume  I  promist  to  pay  to  M""  Bartholome  Nilan 
Merchent  in  Boston 

April  1  Satuerday  this  Morning  at  8  a  Clock  left 
Yarmouth  in  Cap  fortew  in  a  Small  Sooner  belonging  to 
one  M’'  Barnett  which  give  us  our  passeg  free  thire  was 
in  all  9  priss.  on  bord  the  Same  night  about  12  of  the 
Clock  it  bloo  varry  hard  wee  lost  one  Cap^  Dugard  over 
bord  the  Same  man  belongd  to  Marvelhead 

April  5  Wednesday  this  Morning  about  6  a  Clock 
made  Cap  aim  which  bore  from  us  W  b  S  Dipt.  4  leaugs 
at  one  a  Clock  in  the  afternoon  we  Gote  Save  in  to  Salem 
harber  wer  wee  parted  with  wardwell  &  Newcomb 

April  7  Friday  this  morning  I  left  Salem  about  6 
a  Clock  ab  2  inaftern.  Came  to  Newbury  and  Rec**  from 
my  Agent  the  Sume  of  150£  Lafull  monny  our  500  Boi¬ 
lers 

April  8  Satuerday  this  day  vent  to  a  privett  lodgins 
to  one  M™  Sarra  Noyss  Recv**  from  M'  Samule  Turffs 
the  Sume  of  300£  Lafull  Money  our  1000  Boilers 

April  10  Monday  this  day  I  Setteld  Whith  my 
Agent  for  all  my  prize  Monny  in  the  brigge  Cevelunge 
[Civil  Usage]  in  the  Yare  1777 
May  17  I  Landed  to  Eastward  of  Cape  Louies  about 
3,  Withe  20  men  under  my  Command  out  of  the  briggant 
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Hibernia  upon  an  Expedition  in  a  battery  of  ten  peces 
of  Caiman  and  a  Cast  way  Soooner  belongin  [to]  the 
King  of  Graet  Britan 

May  18  Thoursday  this  Morning  at  half  past  9  a 
Clock  took  the  fort  at  Cape  Louies  Rock  and  a  Cast  Away 
Scooner  Sent  the  Gayd  and  one  man  away  with  Dispatches 
to  Cap*”  William  Obrian 

May  19  Friday  This  day  I  Streept  the  Scooner 
Malignat  of  all  her  Stors  Which  10  Dooble  fortifid  4 
pounders  32  half  bbll.  of  pouder  2  Cabbies  1  harser  1  to 
lin  and  all  her  Standing  R.  a  bove  and  below  35  Saber 
armes  2  Blund**  17  Cutlascihs  27  Bayonets  5  box®  of 
Grape  1  box  Kannisters  Shote  2  of  Handgranads  12  pou¬ 
der  horns  and  Several  Quales  of  Riggen  1  graplin  6  Coo** 
2  foursails  1  Main  Sail  2  top  Sails  1  Asiment  Compas 
6  Log  Glasis  1  half  hour  glas  1  Large  Copper  Cittell  4 
Duzen  of  Copper  hoops  7  funnell  D’’  2  boath  Lods  of  Shote 

May  20  Saterday  this  day  Sote  fire  to  the  briggan- 
tine  Malignant  about  6  a  Clock  in  the  ^lorning  which 
Continnud  burning  till  Evening  and  we  gote  a  gret  dell 
of  Iran  Work  out  of  her 

July  13  Thoursday  this  day  I  Rece**  from  M*'  Sam- 
Tufts  the  Sume  of  7666**”-4®  or  2300*  Lawfull  Money  in 
part  of  my  priz 

July  22  Kewburyport,  Saterday  this  day  L  reced 
from  M  Samule  Tuftes  the  Sume  of  857  D°  or  257£  2  S. 

Sept.  21  Thoursday,  on  the  Cost  of  Novaskotia  This 
day  I  was  Drove  a  Shore  in  the  Scooner  Irich  Gimblet 
by  a  priveteer  this  priveteer  belong  to  Bosston  Comman^ 
by  Paouly  Wesston  which  I  found  out  2  days  afterw^  in 
the  East  pasige 

KewburyPort  Oct.  9  Monday  this  day  I  mead  a  full 
Settelment  with  M^  Samule  Tufts  Agent  of  the  brigg  Hi¬ 
bernia  for  all  the  Prize  Monny  I  hade  in  her 

Jan.  29,  1781  Tock  the  Command  of  the  Sloop 
Shaunbuy 

Aug.  8  Dillivered  up  the  Com^  of  the  Sloop  Shaunby 
and  Setled  accoumpt  with  M''  W.  Scallon 

Aug.  10  Shippt  as  Second  Liuf*”^  on  bord  of  the  pri- 
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veteer  briggantine  Littel  porgi  Commanded  by  Cap‘" 
Armstrong  ^Mounting  12  four  pounders 

By  The  Commssioners  For  Taking  Care  of  Sick  and  hurt 
Seamen  Regulations  which  are  to  be  obsarved  by  the 
Prisoners 
A  1 

Good  Order  in  all  Repects  is  to  be  observed  by  them 
and  the  directions  of  the  Keeper  and  Agent  are  to  be 
obeyed  without  Murmuring  or  endeavoring  to  Raise  any 
discontent  or  Mutiny  among  the  prisoners;  Much  Less 
is  any  prisoners  to  dare  to  offer  any  Menace  or  insult  by 
word  or  action,  to  the  Keeper  and  Agent,  or  any  acting 
under  him,  up>on  pain  of  being  put  into  Closer  Confine¬ 
ment,  and  upon  half  Allowance  of  Provision,  or  Such 
other  punniShment  as  the  Case  May  deserve,  and  they 
are  hereby  informed,  that  no  person  has  a  Right  to  beat, 
or  in  any  Manner  ill  treat  theam  or  will  be  Sufferd  to  do 
it  with  impunity 

2 

If  Orders  are  given  for  their  being  Regularly  Mus¬ 
tered,  it  is  Expected  each  prisoner  Shall  Redily  answer 
to  his  Kame  as  often  as  Requird,  if  any  one  Should  Wil¬ 
fully  Neglect  doing  it,  the  Agent  has  Orders  to  put  him 
upon  half  Allowance  of  Provisions  for  three  days 

3 

If  the  prison  is  damaged  by  the  prisoners,  the  Expence 
of  Reparing  it  will  be  made  Good  to  the  Crown  By  Stop¬ 
ping  half  the  Allowance  of  provisions  from  all  the  pris¬ 
oners,  if  they  Refuse  to  declare  the  Names  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  persons  who  did  the  Damage,  but  upon  their  giv¬ 
ing  in  the  Names  of  those  persons  to  the  Agent,  the  Dilin- 
qunts  alone  will  then  be  subsisted  with  half  Allowance, 
till  the  Said  Expence  is  made  Good,  and  Such  prisoners 
will  also  be  put  into  Closer  Confinment  then  usual 

4 

If  any  prisoner  Should  be  taken  in  attempting  to  Es¬ 
cape,  or  having  Escaped  from  the  prison,  he  will  be  put 
into  Stricter  Confinment  and  upon  half  Allowance  of  pro¬ 
visions  for  forty  days,  or  as  the  Case  May  deserve 
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5 

As  water  and  tubs  for  washing  their  Linen  and  Cloaths, 
will  be  allowed,  the  prisoners  are  advised  to  keep  their 
persons  Clean  as  possible  it  being  very  Conducive  to  Good 
health 

6 

The  prisoners  are  not  to  fight  or  quarrel  among  them¬ 
selves,  or  to  Raise  any  disturbance  in  the  prison,  on  pain 
of  being  put  into  Close  Confinment,  and  upon  half  Allow¬ 
ance  of  provisions  for  So  long  as  it  be  judged,  upon  Rep¬ 
resentation  to  us,  their  offences  May  decerve 

7 

The  prisoners  are  Expected  by  turns  to  Sweep  and 
Clane  the  prison,  and  the  prison  Yard,  for  which  pur¬ 
pose  brooms  and  Scrapers  will  be  provided  and  deliverd 
to  them  by  the  Turnkey  those  who  Refuse  will  be  put 
upon  half  Allowance  for  three  days,  and  till  they  Submit 
to  assist  their  fellow  prisoners  in  what  is  So  Necessarry 
for  good  of  the  whole 

8 

The  prisoners  will  be  Indulged  between  the  hours  of 
Xine  and  Two  O’Clock  in  the  day  time,  to  purchase  at 
an  open  Market  at  the  Gate,  Such  Articles  of  fruit,  or 
other.  Refreshment  as  they  May  Chuse,  or  any  Articles 
of  Cloathing  they  May  be  able  to  purchase  with  redy 
Money,  or  they  May  Inform  the  Keeper  and  Agent  of 
Such  Arti :  of  Cloathing  as  they  May  Stand  in  need  of, 
and  have  Money  to  pay  for,  and  he  will  take  Measures 
for  their  being  Supplid  with  them,  and  for  their  not  be¬ 
ing  imposed  upon,  but  whosoer  Shall  by  this  Means  at¬ 
tempt  to  procure  Spiritous  Liquors,  or  other  things  Im¬ 
proper  for  prisoners  to  heave,  or  to  deliver  or  receive 
any  Letter  unexam ind  by  the  Agent  will  be  put  upon 
half  Allowance,  and  punished  by  Confinment  likewise  as 
the  Abuse  of  the  Indulgence  May  deserve 

9 

The  prisoners  are  ordered  to  be  Victualled  according 
to  the  Subjoind  Scheme 

10 

For  the  better  Satisfaction  of  the  prisoners,  and  as  a 
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Meanes  to  prevent  Goundles  Clamors  the  prisoners  are 
to  be  permit**  to  Chuse  two  of  their  body,  and  to  Change 
them  as  they  like,  to  attend  everry  day  at  the  Recept  and 
weiging,  and  to  Continu  in  the  Cook  Room  during  the 
Dressing  and  issuing  of  the  provisions  to  See  that  they 
are  good  in  quality,  and  they  provided  according  to  the 
Scheme  of  diet  and  if  any  just  Cause  of  Complaint  of 
any  Sort  arises,  they  are,  in  a  becomming  Manner,  to 
Make  it  known  to  the  Keeper  and  Agent,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  Redress  it  as  Soon  as  possible,  and  if  it  is  Neglected, 
the  prisoners  May  write  to  us,  but  whoever  under  this 
pretext  Shall  Mak  unjust  Complaints  will  be  punished 
by  being  put  upon  half  Allowance  and  in  Closer  Confin- 
ment,  as  the  Case  May  deserve 

11 

As  the  prisoners  are  ordered  to  be  Victualing  in  Messes 
if  it  Shall  at  any  time  appear,  that  Notwith  standing  one 
or  More  of  any  particular  Mess  Shall  have  escaped,  the 
Remainder  has  Received  the  full  Allowance  for  the  whole, 
by  which  Mean  the  Escape  May  bo  Concealed  and  an 
undue  Issue  of  Provisions  Made,  the  offenders,  upon  Dis¬ 
covery,  will  be  put  upon  half  Allowance  for  Forty  days 

12 

If  any  of  the  prisoners  Should  purloin  or  willfully 
destry  their  hammocks,  bedding,  hospittal  dresses,  or  any 
Cloathing  furnished  those  in  w'ant  will,  upon  discovery 
be  put  upon  half  Allowance  till  the  first  Cost  of  Such  is 
Made  good  to  the  Crown 

Table  of  Victualing 


Beer 

bread 

beef 

butter 

Cheese 

pease 

quarts  pounds  po- 

ounces 

ounces 

pints 

Sunday 

1 

1 

% 

.... 

V2 

Monday 

1 

1 

% 

.... 

Tuesday 

1 

1 

% 

¥2 

Wednesday 

1 

1 

¥4 

.... 

Thoursday 

1 

1 

¥4 

¥2 

Friday 

1 

1 

¥4 

.... 

.... 

Saturday 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

4  or 

6 

¥2 

7 

7 

41/2 

4 

or  6 

2  or 
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The  Meat  to  be  boild  into  broth  and  the  broth  to  be 
^served  with  it  to  the  prisoners  this  broth  as  they  Call 
it  is  nothinj;  but  Clare  watter  The  Nuber  of  Prisoners 
now  in  Fortune  prison  in  all  is  235  and  in  Mill  prison 
is  about  300  this  is  an  accoumpt  by  Good  Attorraty 
Fortune  Prison  the  18  of  febr:  1779 

Direction  as  Folles  use  fortune  To  forham  5  mils  from 
forham  to  hauant  directly  East  8  Mils  from  hauant  to 
Chichester  9  Mi.  from  Chichester  to  arundel  10  M.  from 
Arundel  to  Little  hampton  3  Mils  little  hampton  is  a 
Small  Seaport  where  Leis  one  Mathers  Cole  who  is 
Somtimes  Implyed  to  Carry  passengers  to  ITaverdegrace 
or  a  Set  of  Smuslers  he  keeps  a  Dectd  boat  his  price  is 
Commonly  about  3  Guines  he  is  Redy  to  go  to  haverde- 
grace  any  day  or  Every  day  in  the  week  he  Commonly 
Runs  from  Little  hampton  in  about  16  hours  Exceed¬ 
ing  fond  of  Such  Jobbs,  In  tacking  Chaise  at  Chichester 
it  May  be  Rigth  to  Say  You  are  going  to  arundle  without 
Mentioning  Little  hampton  but  when  in  the  Road  to  direct 
the  decarn  to  go  to  hampton  as  the  whole  is  but  a  Mod¬ 
erate  Stage  the  people  at  farhame  are  Not  frindly  the 
people  at  haunt  are  Rather  better  if  it  Could  be  done  it 
Might  be  advisible  to  walk  all  the  way  to  havant  urs  over 
past  down  and  Get  Some  Carriges  or  horses  at  at  havant 
Go  to  M”  Sisards  at  the  bear  when  at  hampton  if  Cole 
Should  not  be  at  home  Town  of  Shearham  Lise  at  little 
to  the  Esatward  of  ham‘  where  are  Many  fishen  boates 
and  others  who  Keep  Vessels  along  that  Shore  M*"  John 
Brookman  N"  23*‘  Martins  Street  London  M''  Bushell 
Cocehman  Chatham  M''  Whit  Chartham  at  the  Sign  of 
tlie  Scurborrigh  Cat.  Deal  to  pool  Lying  westward  To 
tichfield  from  thens  to  Ringwood  from  thens  to  Soith- 
hampton  from  thens  to  Lymington  from  thens  to  Pool 
lives  M"^  howell  to  the  Estward  fearham  to  weekham  to 
haunt  to  Chichester  to  Little  hampton  where  Lives  Ma¬ 
thias  Cole  farther  Eastward  list  Buthelmstone  where 
Lives  those  Clear  e  at  the  west  end  of  towns  if  You  Should 
be  so  Fortunate  as  to  Make  or  get  to  London  Repair  to 
the  Caroline  Coffee  house  which  You  will  Easely  find  by 
Enquering  for  it  ther  or  Your  Directing  Yourself  to  be 
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an  American  You  will  find  frinds  but  do  not  be  too  hasty 
in  Letting  any  one  Know  that  You  are  from  Fortune 
prison,  on  Your  arrival  in  London  Repair  to  the  Royall 
Exchange  which  is  not  far  from  St.  Pauls  when  You  go 
on  the  Exchange  it  Must  be  between  the  hour  of  12  and 
2  o  Clok  wher  You  will  find  an  American  you  May  with 
Safty  Let  them  Know  that  you  are  an  American  but  dont 
to  Soon  Discover  to  them  that  You  have  made  Your  Es¬ 
cape  from  fortune  prison  You  will  Discovering  them 
Soon  Learn  whether  they  are  in  the  Cauces  of  america  or 
not  if  they  are  You  will  Recive  asstians  from  them  to 
Carry  You  to  France  or  to  Holland. 

Dec.  27 

1778  A  list  of  the  Officers  Kearns  in  Fourtune  Frisson 


Cap*”  Harris 

M'  Arno 

IkP  Bramberry 

M'’  Lunt 

M*'  Laurrier 

^M*"  Tho.  Smith 

Cap*  Moore 

M'  Wafdle 

M''  Porter 

M'  Moore 

M'  Hensdale 

M'  Pratt 

M'  White 

M*"  Toppan 

M""  Triglow 

M'  Bryant 

M""  Arnold 

M'  Smith 

Capt.  Oakman 

Capt  Meurison 

M'  Fanning 

M'’  Robinson 

M*"  Greenleaf 

M*^  Conner 

M'’  Weybert 

M*'  Bowers 

M'  Ryworth 

Docter  Segar 

M*"  Howard 

M*"  Rhodes 

M'  Clarke 

M''  Dame 

M""  Beers 

M'  Arthur 

M*”  Gardiner 

M'’  Tucker 

M'  Smith 

M*"  Tyler 

Capt  Williamson 

M'  Lee 

M"^  Campbell 

M""  Hannaway 

Capt.  Tew 

M'  Walker 

Silas  Smith 

M'  Wilcox 

M'  Rice 

Capt  Greenall 

M*^  Hickes 

M""  Goss 

M'  Cleaveland 

M'  Hayward 

Capt  Smith 

M'  Foster 

M''  G.  Smith 

M""  Kewcomb 

M*  dismore 

Doctor  Perkins 

George  Smith  Ju 

M'  Wetherol 

M'  Harding 

Capt  Sues 

M*’  Drewry 

Capt  Meridith 

Doctor  Alline 

M'  Meserva 

Capt  Maculler 

M''  Covel 

M'  Hines 

M'  Terpin 

CAPTAIN  JOHN  H.  EAGLESTON 
1803  -  1884 

From  a  portrait  in  possession  of  the  Peabody  Museum. 
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Of  all  historic  New  England  characters  none  were 
more  daring  and  adventurous  than  those  intrepid  Yankee 
shipmasters  who  sailed  the  South  Seas  to  China  and  be¬ 
yond  in  quest  of  Oriental  trade.  Their  Yankee  courage, 
ingenuity  and  shrewdness  made  New  England  foremost 
in  wealth  and  commercial  activity  for  nearly  two  cen¬ 
turies.  One  of  the  most  active  and  interesting  of  these 
men  was  John  Eagleston.  Born  in  Baltimore,  he  was 
sent  at  an  early  age  to  Holmes’  Hole,  in  Martha’s  Vine¬ 
yard  as  a  ward  of  one  Captain  Luce.  Here  John  was 
employed  on  a  farm  and  subjected  to  cruel  abuse  by  his 
master  and  soon  he  determined  to  escape  at  the  first  oppor¬ 
tunity.  A  short  while  afterwards  he  took  advantage  of 
a  chance  to  work  his  way  to  Salem  aboard  the  brig  Merca¬ 
tor.  Arriving  there  penniless  he  applied  for  work  as  a 
stevedore,  and  thus  his  career  started.  Within  a  year 
he  had  crossed  the  Atlantic  twice,  within  two  years  he 
was  weighing  peppier  in  Java,  fighting  with  the  Maoris 
and  distinguishing  himself  as  a  leader  of  men.  In  1825 
he  became  master  of  his  own  ship.  Five  years  later  he 
was  sailing  to  those  islands  of  the  Pacific  where  no  white 
man  had  ever  been  seen,  to  open  trade  with  the  savage 
natives  there.  In  later  life  he  returned  to  Salem  and 
became  nrominent  in  journalism  and  business. 

The  quotations  which  follow  are  taken  from  a  sort  of 
autobiography*  of  Captain  Eagleston  which  he  called  “My 
Ups  and  Downs  Through  Life.”  This  document  covers 
certain  parts  of  his  life  in  great  detail,  and  is  composed 
of  four  parts,  each  of  which  is  at  least  two  hundred  type¬ 
written  pages  when  copied  from  the  original. 

The  following  voyages  are  described  in  great  detail  in 


Captain  Eagleston’ 
excerpts : 

's  writings, 

from  which  I  have  taken 

Date  Ship 

From 

To 

1828  Derby 

Batavia 

Antwerp 

1828-9  “ 

Antwerp 

Manila 

1829-30  “ 

Salem 

Valparaiso  and  Return 

I  Original  in  possession  of  the  Essex  Institute. 

(243) 
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1830-2  Peru  New  York  Manila  and  Pacific  Isles 

1832— 3  “  Lintin  Manila 

1833— 6  Emerald  Salem  Pacific  Islands 

1836  “  Manila  Salem 

1836-7  Mermaid  Salem  Pacific  Islands 

Very  early  in  his  career  Eagleston  became  keenly  con¬ 
scious  of  the  dangers  which  may  befall  sailors  in  their 
many  travels.  Consequently  we  find  the  following  pas¬ 
sage  in  his  diary  written  just  after  he  sailed  on  his  first 
voyage  on  the  ship  Eliza  to  the  South  Seas :  “I  felt  that 
I  must  gain  the  good-will  of  my  superiors  by  strict  atten¬ 
tion  to  my  duty,  the  prompt  obeying  of  all  calls  and  the 
executing  of  the  same  with  a  cheerfulness  that  would 
show  no  inclination  of  soldiering,  which  is  at  all  times 
the  black  spot  in  a  sailor’s  blue.  To  succeed  in  all  my 
course  pointed  to,  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  take  an¬ 
other  firm  stand,  which  was  to  treat  everyone  as  I  wished 
to  have  them  treat  me,  and  at  all  times  to  resist  any 
attempt  to  browbeat  me  on  the  part  of  my  shipmates, 
should  any  of  those  be  so  unmanful  as  to  do  so.” 

That  John  Eagleston  consistently  followed  such  a 
philosophy  there  is  ample  evidence.  About  a  year  later 
he  was  employed  in  weighing  pepper  in  Penang  on  the 
coast  of  Java.  Of  this  business  he  says:  “When  pepper 
was  plenty  and  weighing  quickly  I  kept  in  close  position 
with  the  scales  with  my  right  to  the  bags,  when  these 
were  on,  with  my  hand  on  the  scale  rope,  I  worked  them 
to  best  advantage  frequently  getting  my  foot  under  the 
edge  of  the  scale  or  knee  under  a  corner  of  the  bag  to 
steady  an  even  beam.  These  actions  were  not  committed 
with  the  intention  of  cheating,  but  to  offset  the  cheating 
constantly  imposed  on  us  by  the  Malays.  ‘  My  great 
desire  was  to  please  Captain  Phillips  in  preference  to  the 
Malays,  and  if  living  will  leave  him  to  say  how  I  have 
succeeded  in  doing  so.”  A  short  time  later,  in  Antwerp 
when  the  voyage  had  been  completed.  Captain  Phillips 
called  Eagleston  before  him  to  pay  him  for  his  work. 
Pointing  to  two  piles  of  money  on  the  table,  he  said: 
“This  pile  is  your  wages,  and  this  pile  ($18.)  is  a  pres¬ 
ent  for  good  weight  of  pepper.” 
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Eagleston  remained  in  Antwerp  for  only  a  few  days 
and  was  ordered  to  Batavia  in  Java  to  trade  in  sugar. 
Soon  after  the  start  of  this  voyage  another  incident 
occurred  which  showed  his  devotion  to  his  superiors.  On 
June,  1823,  his  diary  reads:  “Reaching  Lugottas  Bank 
in  a  calm  Mr.  Johnson  caught  a  fine  fish  weighing  about 
4  lbs. ;  getting  him  well  up,  the  hook  gave  way,  but  be¬ 
coming  poke-blown  he  rose  to  the  surface,  and  could  not 
go  below  for  more  than  a  few  seconds  at  a  time,  and  in 
his  wild  flurries  making  from  the  ship.  My  watch  below 
P.  M.  Captain  P.  walking  the  deck,  sorrowing  the  loss 
of  so  beautiful  a  fish  said  ‘For  God’s  sake  one  of  you  come 
up  here  and  try  to  get  that  fish.  If  you  do  not  some  of 
us  will  feel  the  toe  of  the  old  man’s  shoe.’  Going  on  deck 
and  taking  a  survey  of  Captain  P’s  wishes  some  distance 
off,  Cloutman  thought  if  he  had  a  piece  of  board  he  could 
jret  him  and  started  to  find  a  piece.  T^^ot  liking  to  be  out¬ 
done  I  was  over  the  side,  and  in  chase  of  my  prize :  com¬ 
ing  up  to  him  I  made  a  grab  for  his  tail,  but  making  a 
jump  he  cleared  my  hand  &  for  a  few  moments  was  out 
of  sight.  Rising  again  a  few  feet  from  me,  I  pulled  up 
and  treading  water,  I  took  him  again  with  both  hands 
near  the  head  and  secured  him.  Biting  off  the  fine  edge 
of  his  tail  I  set  my  teeth  firmly  in  it  and  paddled  for  the 
ship  where  I  safely  turned  him  over  to  the  Steward  and 
for  the  act  I  got  much  credit.” 

“Day  watch,  my  helm  from  6  to  8  Capt.  P.  walking 
the  deck  made  a  stop  and  said:  ‘That  fish  made  a  most 
delicious  chowder,  don’t  you  think  so?’  ‘I  don’t  know. 
Sir.’  ‘Why,  did  you  not  have  any?’  ‘No  Sir.’  ‘You 
did  not!  I  told  the  steward  to  give  you  some,  but  d — 
his  eyes,  he  liked  it  too  well  himself.’  ” 

In  a  very  short  time  Eagleston  demonstrated  his  ability 
as  a  seaman,  and  won  the  admiration  and  respect  of  his 
superiors,  so  that  in  March,  1828,  he  was  made  master 
of  the  Derby,  although  curiously  enough,  he  himself 
objected  to  this  procedure.  In  connection  with  this  inci¬ 
dent  Captain  Eagleston  expresses  himself  as  follows: 
“Capt.  P.,  receiving  orders  to  return  to  the  East  Indies, 


246  MEMOIRS  OF  A  YANKEE  SHIPMASTER 

and  not  wishing  to  go  himself,  told  me  I  must  take  the 
bark  and  perform  the  voyage.  To  this  I  strongly  objected, 
and  gave  him  several  reasons  for  my  doing  so.  Up  to 
this  time  I  can  truly  say  I  had  not  thought  of  a  higher 
position  than  the  one  I  held.  This  I  was  proud  of  and 
perfectly  satisfied  with.  The  points  I  set  out  for,  being 
reached,  the  height  of  my  ambition  at  this  time  was  to 
give  satisfaction  to  my  superiors.  Could  I  do  this  my 
highest  aim  was  gained.  To  all  my  objections  Capt.  P. 
was  opposed,  and  I  finally  had  to  submit  to  his  request, 
and  say  I  would  take  her  and  do  the  best  I  could.” 

Soon  after  this  another  incident  occurred  which  showed 
the  Yankee  conservatism  which  was  one  of  Eagleston’s 
main  characteristics.  Soon  after  he  writes  as  follows: 
“Shipping  my  crew  for  this  voyage  I  had  insisted  on  the 
Articles  that  no  grog  was  to  be  allowed  on  the  ship,  or 
to  be  brought  on  board  at  any  of  the  ports  we  might  visit. 
Though  strong  objections  were  made  by  some  to  signing, 
under  these  restrictions,  I  was  determined  to  carry  the 
point,  and  in  no  way  allow  myself  to  be  bound  to  give 
them  what  they  were  so  anxious  to  retain,  but  at  any 
time  if  in  heavy  weather,  or  on  any  other  occasion  I  was 
disposed  to  give  them  a  glass  I  would  do  so.  Further 
than  this  on  no  consideration  would  I  place  myself  under 
any  obligations  to  keep  up  the  old  and  troublesome  cus¬ 
tom,  and  it  was  on  these  conditions  they  finally  shipped.” 

“On  my  first  taking  charge  of  the  ship  in  Antwerp  a 
pipe  of  gin  was  put  on  board  for  the  crew.  It  being  a 
general  custom  on  board  of  our  ships  to  allow  each  man 
a  glass  of  grog  at  sea,  as  also  three  glasses  a  day  in  port ; 
not  approving  of  this  course  from  my  experience  in  the 
forecastle  I  det.  to  cut  this  uncalled  for  and  unnecessary 
usage  off,  allowing  them  a  drink  only  when  I  thought  it 
was  needed.  To  this  change  long  faces  were  shown  but 
not  the  first  complaint  was  ever  made,  and  on  my  arrival 
in  Manila,  I  sold  the  cask  and  never  had  cause  to  regret 
that  I  did  so.” 

On  his  first  voyage  to  the  Cannibal  Islands  Eagleston 
landed  at  one  of  the  westernmost  islands  of  the  Fiji 
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group.  It  was  at  once  apparent  that  most  of  the  natives 
had  never  set  eyes  on  a  white  man.  The  following,  writ¬ 
ten  by  Capt.  Eagleston  is  quite  amusing:  “Entering  the 
Am.  Bouery,  a  crowd  collected  around  me  to  view  my  rig 
and  to  see  if  we  are  the  same  make  as  themselves.  They 
first  commenced  feeling  of  my  hands,  arms  and  shoul¬ 
ders,  hut  finding  the  feet  and  legs  covered  with  leather, 
a  light  pair  of  boots  excited  their  curiosity  very  much, 
and  expressing  great  astonishment  with  a  desire  to  see 
so  curious  a  leg,  to  please  them  I  took  one  off,  but  my 
sock  became  the  next  great  wonder,  they  wished  it  re¬ 
moved  ;  I  also  gratified  them  in  this.  The  two  were  closely 
examined  as  was  also  my  foot  and  leg  which  drew  from 
them  wild  exclamations.  They  found  we  only  differed 
in  colors,  but  not  satisfied  with  what  they  had  seen,  they 
became  verv  anxious  for  me  to  take  off  my  pants  to  see 
if  we  were  alike  in  other  parts;  in  this  I  declined  to 
humor  them.  They  insisted  to  have  it  so.  T  saw  at  once 
I  must  be  decided  and  by  signs  gave  the  chiefs  to  under¬ 
stand  it  could  not  be  done  while  I  lived.  Seeing  I  was 
determined,  they  troubled  me  no  more,  &  leaving  them 
as  friendly  as  before,  I  took  my  departure  to  the  ship.” 

There  is  an  ancient  Fijian  wig  left  to  the  East  India 
Museum  by  Capt.  Eagleston  which  has  the  most  thrilling 
tale  behind  it.  It  seems  the  incident  occurred  on  Eagles- 
ton’s  fourth  voyage  to  the  Cannibal  Islands  in  1838  when 
he  was  master  of  the  brig  Mermaid.  At  this  time  his 
diary  reads  as  follows:  “While  at  Rah,  Feb.  15,  1838  I 
made  prisoner  one  of  the  crew  who  massacred  the  officers 
of  the  Manila  Brig  mentioned  in  a  former  voyage,  and 
giving  him  a  white  pine  bed  to  Manila,  turned  him  over 
to  the  govt,  who  furnished  him  close  prison  quarters  with 
the  one  I  trapped  at  Rarer. 

“My  object  was  slv  as  a  fox.  Although  often  alongside 
he  would  not  venture  on  board  but  hung  on  the  rail,  and 
held  a  chat  or  disposed  of  what  he  might  have  to  sell. 
On  all  occasions  I  treated  him  most  friendly,  and  to  a 
fine  Manila  cigar.  Following  this  up  for  some  days  he 
began  to  show  more  and  more  boldness  &  on  his  last  call 
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brought  oflF  2  fine  head  of  turtle  shell,  for  which  he  wanted 
whale’s  teeth.  As  the  shell  was  extra  I  must  pick  out 
four  of  the  finest  which  hove  him  off  his  guard  &  wishing 
to  see  the  pile  and  select  for  himself,  he  jumped  on  deck 
and  followed  me  to  the  cabin. 

“My  2  officers  having  previously  had  their  orders,  soon 
followed  &  put  him  in  double  irons,  while  I  returned  to 
the  deck  to  look  after  his  half  dozen  natives  who  were 
squatting  on  deck.  Informing  them  of  his  confinement, 
they  showed  fright,  but  a  few  pleasant  words  soon  paci¬ 
fied  them  and  they  expressed  themselves  glad  that  I  was 
going  to  take  him  from  the  islands  as  he  was  a  very  bad 
man  &  his  gun  was  loaded  to  shoot  me  at  the  first  oppor¬ 
tunity.  I  had  it  passed  on  board  and  drawing  the  charge 
found  8  slugs  or  2  balls  that  had  been  cut  in  quarters. 
Had  I  received  them  as  ballast  they  would  have  been 
quite  sufficient  for  the  purpose  intended. 

“He  was  quartered  on  the  half  deck  aft,  where  the  car¬ 
penter  occupied  a  bunk.  The  latter,  coming  on  deck  at 
the  morning  call,  somewhat  excited,  reported  a  spare 
head  beside  the  prisoner.  Going  below  I  found  the  head 
had  disappeared  &  at  once  suspecting  the  devil  wore  a 
wig,  I  gave  it  a  kick  and  sent  it  flying  across  the  deck, 
leaving  him  with  his  hair  drawn  up  and  tied  in  a  knot  on 
his  head.  The  frame  of  the  wig  was  light  basket  work 
and  well  filled  with  Fijii  hair  &  dressed  as  in  life.  It 
being  the  first  I  ever  saw  of  the  kind,  I  called  it  mine  & 
it  is  to  be  seen  in  the  East  India  Museum.” 

Because  of  his  remarkable  knowledge  of  the  uncharted 
waters  of  the  Pacific,  Captain  Eagleston  was  an  invalu¬ 
able  aid  to  Commodore  Wilkes’  Expedition.  In  1841 
when  Wilkes  came  to  the  Fijii  group,  Eagleston  escorted 
the  Peacock  into  the  main  harbors  of  the  islands.  For 
these  efforts  he  won  the  unstinted  praise  of  the  United 
States  government. 

In  U.  S.  Exploring  Expeditions,  Volume  3,  which  is  a 
record  of  the  Wilkes’  Expedition,  there  is  ample  evidence 
of  the  friendship  existing  between  Eagleston  and  Wilkes. 
While  in  the  Fijiis,  Wilkes  became  interested  in  the  biche- 
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de-mer  trade.  (The  biche-de-mer  is  a  small  fish  living 
in  the  coral  reefs  of  the  Pacific  for  which  there  is  a  large 
market  in  the  Orient.)  Since  this  fish  comprised  a  large 
part  of  Eagleston’s  cargo,  Wilkes  obtained  much  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  fish  from  the  Captain.  On  page  222  of 
the  above  volume  there  appears  the  following:  “In  order 
to  show  the  profits  which  arise  from  the  trade  in  biche- 
de-mer  I  give  the  costs  and  returns  of  5  cargoes  obtained 
by  Capt.  Eagleston  in  the  Fiji  group.”  These  he  oblig¬ 
ingly  favored  me  with. 


Piculs 

Cost  of  Outfit 

Sales 

First  Voyage 

617 

1101 

8021 

Second  “ 

700 

1200 

17,500 

Third  “ 

1080 

3396 

15,120 

Fourth  “ 

840 

1200 

12,600 

Fifth  “ 

1200 

3500 

27,000 

Tortoise  Shell 

5700 

29,050 

The  method  of  trade  with  the  Fijiis  was  quite  unique 
and  is  sketchily  described  by  Captain  Eagleston  as  fol¬ 
lows  (Log  of  the  brig  Mermaid) :  “On  landing  I  was 
conducted  by  the  King  and  his  high  official  followed  by  a 
great  crowd  of  natives  to  the  American  Bouery,  which 
was  large  and  spacious;  all  sitting  down  on  mats  that 
covered  the  floor,  myself  near  the  King  with  a  space  in 
front,  and  in  a  few  words  from  his  official  speaker, 
received  a  savage  welcome,  when  Mr.  King,  taking  a  fine 
whale’s  tooth  I  had  given  him  for  the  occasion,  placed  it 
on  the  mat  and  stated  my  business  among  them.  It  was 
received  by  the  speaker  who  made  quite  a  speech,  bidding 
us  welcome  to  the  island  &  hoped  we  would  be  successful 
in  obtaining  a  full  load  of  the  articles  wanted  as  also  that 
had  been  saved  from  the  brig  and  hoped  we  would  bring 
them  plenty  of  muskets,  powder,  lead  etc.  At  the  end  of 
these  sayings  Vinacka!  Vinacka!  was  repeated,  followed 
by  their  usual  slapping  of  hands  and  thighs.  The  drink¬ 
ing  of  Angora  closed  the  sitting.” 

One  of  the  prime  reasons  for  Eagleston’s  success  in  the 
Pacific  islands  trade  was  his  care  in  winning  the  friend¬ 
ship  of  the  natives.  Thus  such  ceremonies  as  described 
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above  occurred  quite  often  in  order  to  assure  the  safety 
of  Eagleston’s  men.  Many  captains  and  crews  were  sav¬ 
agely  murdered  by  the  Fijiians,  principally  because  of 
their  lack  of  technique  in  opening  trade  relations  with 
the  islanders. 

Among  the  enemies  of  the  South  Sea  Island  traders 
none  was  more  persistent  than  the  weather.  While  on 
the  brig  Mertnaid  Captain  Eagleston  wrote  the  following: 
“At  six  P.  M.  I  passed  below  to  take  a  cup  of  tea,  but 
before  I  could  do  so  the  ship  was  struck  by  a  typhoon.  I 
was  on  deck  in  an  instant,  but  not  before  she  was  on  her 
beam  ends  with  the  starboard  quarter  boat  under  water. 
She  was  cut  away  and  by  the  mighty  blast  we  were 
deprived  of  all  canvass,  the  fore  top  mast  stay  sail  being 
taken  clear  from  the  rope.  Every  effort  was  made  to 
swing  the  ship  off.  The  weather  or  port  quarter  boat,  a 
beautiful  whale  boat  acting  powerfully  against  her  falling 
off,  I  had  her  cut  away  but  of  no  use.  Her  position 
remained  the  same.  All  that  was  in  the  will  and  power 
of  human  energy  had  been  done  and  each  one  secured  a 
turn  of  the  rope  around  him  made  fast  to  a  belaying  pin 
and  awaited  his  Maker’s  changing  the  scene.  All  this 
time  the  wind  and  rain  with  the  screeching  of  a  steam- 
whistle  was  driving  on  more  rain  in  its  wild  course  with 
a  velocity  of  some  70  miles  per  hour,  making  it  impos¬ 
sible  to  obtain  a  weather  look. 

“To  add  to  our  gloomy  unpleasant  situation,  tihe  night 
covered  us  with  a  blackness  of  pitch  which  made  it  im¬ 
possible  to  see  the  rough  handling  we  were  passing  through 
while  nothing  could  be  heard  but  the  wild  howling  of  the 
mighty  storm. 

“When  our  main  top  mast  came  crashing  down,  none 
could  tell.  In  this  perilous  position  we  lay  some  two 
hours.  When  to  the  great  joy  of  all  she  began  to  pay  off 
and  soon  found  her  bottom  position. 

“It  being  impossible  to  work  the  fore  braces  from  the 
fallen  mass  that  bound  them,  she  rapidly  swung  round 
against  four  men  at  the  wheel  relieving  tackles  on  the 
starboard  tack  hove  end  on  her  broadside.  In  this  trying 
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position  we  passed  another  hour  when  it  began  to  mod¬ 
erate  and  with  delight  we  did  appreciate  the  change. 

“At  daylight  the  scene  was  one  of  destruction  and  sor¬ 
rowing  to  all  hearts.  But  a  few  hours  before  our  noble 
ship  was  in  beaxitiful  order  and  proudly  pressing  forward 
to  the  arms  of  our  friends,  but  now  with  the  wreck  of  a 
night’s  ill-usage  lay  unmanageable,  and  boxed  around  the 
compass  and  wind  and  sea  might  sweep  her.  Here  was 
a  snarl  which  would  require  at  least  a  week  to  master. 

“The  scene  was  an  unpleasant  one  to  grapple,  but  to 
master  it  all  we  took  hold  with  a  sailor’s  will,  and  the 
work  went  on  to  fit  the  ship  as  best  we  could,  and  push 
for  Singapore  to  repair  damages.” 

Even  at  the  time  when  Captain  Eagleston  sailed  among 
the  South  Sea  Islands  there  was  ample  evidence  of  Xew 
England  trade  in  the  larger  ports.  After  the  Mermaid 
had  been  repaired  at  Singapore  the  ship  sailed  homeward 
via  the  Pacific  route.  On  the  way  Captain  Eagleston 
wrote  the  following  in  his  log:  “At  twelve  midnight  of 
the  twentieth  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Islands  (Hew  Zea¬ 
land),  found  old  friends  on  hand  and  a  small  addition 
of  new  settlers.  Mr.  Clendon  built  a  fine  house  on  Flag¬ 
staff  Hill,  and  a  large  store  near  the  beach.  By  his  good 
lady  I  was  presented  apples  and  peaches  of  their  growing. 

“Eleven  whale  ships  lay  here  refitting  and  picking  up 
supplies  for  cruising  and  time  out  sixteen  to  thirty-eight 
months  with  a  catch  of  22,750  barrels  of  sperm  oil. 

“The  William  Hamilton,  Captain  Swain,  carried  the 
high  line  flag  30  months  out  with  2800  barrels  and  next 
move  homewards.  The  next  in  luck  was  the  Newbury- 
port.  Captain  Starbuck,  thirty  months  out  with  2800  bar¬ 
rels,  which  the  lowest  of  the  unlucky  ones  was  the  Parker, 
Captain  Austin,  out  16  months  with  1800  barrels. 

“The  masters  of  these  ships  were  as  jolly  a  set  of  hearts 
as  were  ever  covered  by  the  stars  and  stripes.  By  them 
dinner  parties  were  occasionally  given  and  a  pleasant 
time  enjoyed.  My  trade  with  them  was  for  whale’s  teeth 
and  turtle  shell,  payment  mostly  in  tobacco.” 

There  is  an  article  written  by  Captain  Eagleston  ap- 
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pearing  in  the  Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections  in 
1874,  entitled  “An  Early  California  Voyage.”  This  voy¬ 
age  occurred  in  1848-9,  and  there  was  considerable  con¬ 
troversy  as  to  whether  Captain  Eagleston's  ship,  the 
Mary  and  Ellen,  was  the  first  to  clear  from  Salem  for 
California.  At  the  time  (1848)  Eagleston  was  preparing 
to  sail  for  the  South  Seas  when  he  heard  of  the  discovery 
of  gold  in  California  which  caused  an  alteration  of  his 
plans. 

Of  the  voyage  Captain  Eagleston  says:  “With  short 
detention  off  the  Cape  and  a  full  share  of  adverse  winds, 
we  arrived  at  San  Francisco  at  3  P.  M.  March  28,  1849. 
A  show  of  the  elephant  was  soon  on  board,  the  display 
of  golden  eggs  from  the  pockets  of  land  sharks,  and  their 
glowing  stories  of  big  lumps  setting  my  boys  in  a  high 
fever  for  the  gold  fields.” 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  San  Francisco,  Captain  Eagle¬ 
ston  was  ordered  to  sell  the  Mary  and  Ellen  to  Ross,  Ben¬ 
ton  and  Jones  for  $15,000  in  gold  dust.  On  April  17, 
1849,  Eagleston  made  a  shipment  of  gold  dust  to  J.  W. 
Peele,  which  was  the  first  to  Salem  from  California. 

The  carefree  attitude  of  the  gold-seekers  and  their  hap¬ 
hazard  manner  of  living  is  quite  well  described  by  the 
following  paragraph  from  Eagleston’s  article:  “On  the 
first  of  June  I  was  pleasantly  surprised  by  a  call  from 
Captain  Perkins  and  Mr.  Peabody,  they  having  just 
arrived  in  the  Eliza  from  Salem.  On  board  the  Eliza 
there  were  quite  a  number  of  passengers.  Several  of 
these  remaining  in  San  Francisco,  pitched  their  tents  in 
Happy  Valley,  where  Mr.  Jonathan  Nichols,  stored  as 
he  was  with  fun  and  song,  assisted  by  his  social  and  free 
hearted  companions,  made  their  quarters  at  all  times  in¬ 
viting  and  pleasant.  I  was  often  with  them,  and  under 
the  evening’s  beautiful  sky  did  the  echo  of  good  singing 
please  the  squatters  that  composed  the  little  beehive  vil¬ 
lages,  which  dotted  the  valley,  especially  ‘The  Washboard 
on  My  Knee,’  which  was  the  usual  windup.” 

Of  his  return  to  Salem,  Captain  Eagleston  writes  as 
follows:  “My  affairs  squared  up,  I  took  passage  with 
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Captain  N.  Batchelder  of  this  city  on  board  the  steamer 
Oregon  about  the  first  of  July  for  Panama,  passage  per 
head  two-hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Arriving  at  Panama, 
mules  and  guides  were  chartered  for  our  passage  across 
the  isthmus.  In  the  morning  by  canoes  and  boats  we 
descended  the  river  and  arrived  on  board  the  Crescent 
City,  bound  for  New  York.  Captain  B.  and  myself 
reached  home  Sunday  morning  sometime  in  August  and 
I  believe  showed  the  first  golden  lumps  brought  to  Salem 
from  California.” 


SAMUEL  McINTIRE’S  BILL  FOR  A 
FIGUREHEAD. 


Samuel  Mclntire’s  bill  among  the  Pickman  papers  in 
the  Essex  Institute  for  the  carving  of  a  figurehead  is  the 
first  documentary  evidence  that  he  did  such  carving.  This 
was  for  the  ship  Derby,  owned  by  the  Pickmans,  to  re¬ 
place  one  that  had  been  destroyed  in  a  gale. 

The  Owners  of  the  Ship  Derby  to  Sam’l  Mclntire,  Dr. 
To  an  8  ft.  figurehead  &c.  @  30  pr.  foot  $40 :  00 :  0 
to  pr.  Cat  faces  @12/  2 :  00 :  0 

to  Journey  to  Boston  &  expenses  5 :  00:  0 


$47:00:0 


Salem  23^  July  1806 

Rec’d  in  full  pay  for  my  father 
Sam’l  F.  Mclntire 


THOMAS  SAFFORD  OF  IPSWICH  AND 
SOME  OF  HIS  DESCENDANTS. 


By  Walter  Goodwin  Davis. 


1.  Thomas  Saffoed  was  admitted  a  commoner  in  the 
town  of  Ipswich  in  1641,  which  is  the  first  recording  of 
his  name  thus  far  found  in  New  England.'  Presumably 
he  came  to  America  at  about  that  time,  bringing  with  him 
his  wife  Elizabeth  and  their  five  children.  He  is  seldom 
mentioned  in  the  records  and  apparently  led  a  peaceful 
life  on  his  farm.  He  gave  a  day’s  work  to  the  building 
of  the  East  bridge  in  1646,  subscribed  to  Major  Deni¬ 
son’s  salary  in  1648  and  was  a  member  of  the  county 
trial  jury  March  31,  1657.  He  bought  a  farm  of  thirty- 
two  acres  from  Henry  Kingsbury  in  1648  and  doubtless 
had  grants  of  other  lands  as  his  final  holding  was  sixty 
acres.  He  received  one  and  a  half  shares  of  Plum  Island 
in  1664. 

On  February  20,  1666,  Thomas  Salford,  husbandman, 
deeded  to  his  son  Joseph,  for  love  and  affection,  his  farm 
in  Ipswich,  containing  about  sixty  acres  of  upland  and 
fresh  meadow,  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  Robert  Wallis, 
southeast  by  the  highway  to  Mr.  Saltonstall’s  farm,  south¬ 
west  by  thick  woods,  and  northwest  by  the  river,  also  the 
house,  barn  and  outhousing.  Joseph  was  to  i)ay  half  of 
the  benefit  of  the  farm  to  his  father  annually  during  his 
life  and  after  his  death  to  pay  his  mother  £6  a  year  for 
her  natural  life.  He  was  also  to  maintain  his  sister  Eliza¬ 
beth  for  life  “unless  she  thinks  good  otherwise  to  dispose 
of  herself,”  whereupon  he  was  to  give  her  £20.  He  was 
to  pay  his  sister  Mary  £5  and  his  sister  Abigail  £15  three 
years  after  his  father’s  decease.  This  document  was 
neither  signed  nor  witnessed,  but  nevertheless  it  was  pre¬ 
sented  as  a  will  on  March  26,  1667,  by  Joseph  Safford. 
John  Adams  and  Nicholas  Wallis  deposed  on  that  day 
that  they  were  present  when  Thomas  Safford  was  on  his 
death  bed,  and  that  he  said  he  would  have  the  writing 

1  The  man  made  freeman  in  Boston  in  1630  was  Thomas 
Sanford. 
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stand,  that  he  had  pven  his  daughter  Killem  £5  and  would 
also  give  her  one  of  his  heifers,  and  would  give  his  daugh¬ 
ter  Abie  (Abigail)  a  heifer  and  a  calf.  The  inventory 
totalled  £244.^  Widow  Elizabeth  SafFord  died  at  Ipswich 
March  4,  1670, 

Children : 

i.  Mary,  m.  Oct.  1648,  Daniel  Kilham  of  Wenham. 

2  ii.  John. 

3  iii.  Joseph. 

iv.  Abigail,  living  and  probably  married  in  1666. 

V,  Elizabeth,  d.  unmarried  Oct.  7,  1672,  in  Wenham, 
where  she  lived  with  her  sister  Mary  after  her 
mother’s  death. 

2.  JoiiN^  Saffoed  (Thomas')  was  born  in  England 
about  the  year  1631  (his  age  was  given  in  1661  as  about 
thirty),  and  was  brought  as  a  boy  to  Ipswich  by  his  par¬ 
ents.  He  married  Sarah  Low,  daughter  of  Thomas  Low 
of  Ipswich,  who  named  her  and  her  daughter,  Sarah  Saf- 
ford,  in  his  will  in  1677,-  presumably  in  1661,  when  on 
January  19  he  bought  from  Anthony  Potter  a  house  and 
three  acres  in  Ipswich  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  near 
the  mill  and  bounded  all  about  by  highways.  He  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade  and  was  interested  in  the  small  iron¬ 
works  in  Topsfield  and  Rowley  village,  being  one  of  the 
owners  of  the  latter  in  1675. 

In  the  September  term  of  court,  1672,  he  sued  Ensign 
John  Gould  for  debt  and  lost  the  case,  but  in  the  Novem¬ 
ber  term  his  suit  against  Henry  T^eonard  of  the  Topsfield 
iron-works  for  ten  hundred-weight  of  bar  iron  was  suc¬ 
cessful. 

He  saw  service  against  the  Indians  in  the  Narragansett 
expedition  during  King  Philip’s  War.  He  served  on  a 
jury  of  inquest  in  1676,  had  common  rights  in  Ipswich 
in  1678,  and  was  a  grand  juror  in  the  March  term  of  the 
Essex  County  Court  in  1680.^ 

2  Probate  Records  of  Essex  County,  II :  79-81. 

3  In  Records  and  Files  of  the  Quarterly  Courts  of  Essex 
County,  hereafter  quoted  as  Records  and  Files,  V :  318,  the 
name  of  John  Safford’s  wife  is  given  as  Ann.  This  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  an  error  of  the  clerk  as  his  only  wife  was  Sarah. 
Records  and  Files,  I ;  368 ;  V :  84 ;  VI :  5,  234. 
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On  September  5,  1698,  John  and  Sarah  SafFord  deeded 
to  their  son  Thomas  their  dwelling-house,  barn,  shop, 
orchard  and  garden,  standing  on  four  acres  of  land  in 
return  for  his  care  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Thomas  was  to  allow  his  sister  Sarah  a  room  in  the  house 
so  long  as  she  remained  unmarried.'*  John  Safford  died 
before  June  16,  1708,  when  the  widow  Sarah,  her  son 
Thomas  and  Eleanor,  his  wife,  conveyed  part  of  the  home¬ 
stead  to  Michael  Farley,  jr.® 

Children,  born  in  Ipswich : 

4  i.  John. 

ii.  Sabah,  b.  July  14,  1664 ;  d.  July  21,  1712,  aged  47. 

iii.  Maboabet,  b.  Feb.  28,  1665 ;  no  further  record. 

iv.  Hebecca,  b.  about  Aug.  30,  1667;  m.  Jan.  13,  1689/90, 

Nathan  Wheeler  of  Rowley.6 

V.  Mebcy,  b.  Feb.  26,  1668/9;  no  further  record. 

vi.  Elizabeth,  b.  Feb.  27,  1670;  m.  July  20,  1697,  Alexan¬ 
der  Lovell. 

5  vii.  Thomas,  b.  Oct.  16,  1672. 

viii.  Joseph,  b.  Mar.  12,  1674;  no  further  record. 

ix.  Mehitable,  m.  (1)  May  25,  1702,  John  Hovey;  m.  (2) 
int.  Apr.  7,  1722,  Ebenezer  Browne  of  Rowley;  m.  (3) 
int.  July  24,  1733,  Lieut.  Jacob  Perley  of  Boxford. 
Thomas  Safford  (vii  above)  deeded  Hovey  one-quar¬ 
ter  of  an  acre  out  of  his  Ipswich  house-lot  in  1708.7 


3.  Joseph^  Saffoed  (Thomas')  was  born  in  England 
about  the  year  1633,  as  his  age  in  1692  was  stated  to  be 
fifty-nine  and  in  1701  sixty-nine.  He  was  therefore  about 
eight  years  old  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic.  He  mar¬ 
ried  in  Ipswich  March  6,  1660,  Mary  Baker. 

On  May  13,  1667,  he  was  in  court  for  striking  John 
Lighton  and  was  bound  to  good  behavior,  his  brother  John 
being  the  surety  on  his  bond.®  He  served  in  King  Philip’s 
War  under  Capt.  Nicholas  Paige  and  on  September  3, 
1675,  he  was  credited  with  £2  for  his  part  in  the  expedi- 

4  Essex  Deeds,  32 :  161. 

5  Essex  Deeds,  25  :  142. 

6  See  Early  Settlers  of  Rowley,  1933  edition,  p.  404. 

7  Essex  Deeds,  27  :  39. 

8  Records  and  Files,  III :  448. 
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tion  to  Mt.  Hodc.  He  was  a  member  of  a  jury  of  inquest 
in  1676,  a  trial  juror  in  the  September  term  of  the  Essex 
County  Court  in  1678,  a  commoner  of  Ipswich  in  1678, 
a  freeman  October  11,  1682,  and  a  selectman  in  1697. 
In  1699  he  and  eight  other  members  of  the  church  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  sale  of  the  old  meeting-house  because  it  in¬ 
volved  the  loss  of  their  pews,  but  to  no  avail,  and  in  the 
new  meeting-house  he,  with  the  comforting  title  of  “Mr.”, 
was  given  a  seat. 

In  1694  and  1695  a  group  of  Ipswich  men,  Joseph 
SafFord,  Richard  Smith,  Meshach  Farley,  Matthew  Per¬ 
kins  and  Samuel  Bishop,  bought  from  Capt.  James  Fitch 
of  Norwich  in  the  Connecticut  colony  a  tract  of  eighteen 
hundred  acres  which  was  later  called  Preston  and  on  which 
three  of  Salford’s  children  settled.  Captain  Fitch’s  title 
to  this  land  was  extremely  dubious.  After  King  Philip’s 
War  he  held  it  as  a  sort  of  trust  for  a  small  local  tribe 
of  Indians  known  as  the  Showtuckets  to  whom  it  had 
been  guaranteed.  When  Fitch  transferred  the  title  to 
himself  there  were  murmurs  of  disapproval  among  the 
more  sensitive  of  the  Norwich  settlers,  but  nothing  was 
actually  done  to  restore  what  seems  to  have  been,  in  bald 
terms,  stolen  property  and  by  1694  the  title  was  regarded 
as  good.® 

On  May  1,  1701,  Salford  made  a  settlement  of  his 
estate  with  his  two  sons  John  and  Samuel  by  deed,  the 
sons  to  support  their  father  and  mother  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  their  lives.  John  received  the  dwelling-house, 
barns,  yards,  gardens,  pasture  and  meadow  in  Ipswich, 
and  one-half  of  the  household  furniture  and  movables.  He 
also  was  to  have  one-half  plus  one-seventh  of  the  dwelling, 
buildings  and  lands  in  the  town  of  “Norwitch  in  ye  Com- 
enticut  Colony.”  To  Samuel  went  the  lower  side  of  the 
tillage  land  in  Ipswich,  the  other  half  of  the  furniture 
and  movables,  and  one-half  minus  one-seventh  of  the  Nor¬ 
wich  property.  Houses  were  to  be  built  for  both  sons. 
They  were  to  keep  their  sister  Mary  for  life  if  she  re¬ 
mained  unmarried,  and  to  pay  their  sisters  Sarah  Kim- 

9  History  of  Norwich,  by  Frances  Canlkins,  edition  of  1866. 
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ball  (£9:13:0),  Elizabeth  Brown  (£8:5:0)  and  Han¬ 
nah  Safford  (£20).*® 

Joseph  Safford  died  August  29,  1701,  in  his  seventieth 
year.  His  wife’s  death  is  not  recorded. 

Children,  born  in  Ipswich : 

i.  Mary,  b.  Feb.  20,  1661 ;  unmarried  in  1701. 

ii.  Joseph,  b.  Aug.  11,  1664;  d.  before  1701. 

iii.  Sarah,  b.  Mar.  20,  1666;  in  1701  she  was  Sarah  Kim¬ 

ball,  probably  wife  of  Caleb  Kimball,  who  was  born 
in  Wenham  in  1665  and  had  a  wife  Sarah,  who  died 
Feb.  20,  1731/2. 

iv.  Elizabeth,  b.  Aug.  3,  1670;  in  1701  she  was  Elizabeth 

Brown,  probably  wife  of  John  Brown,  who  had  a 
wife  Elizabeth  by  1696  and  moved  to  Preston. 

6  V.  John. 

vi.  Thomas,  d.  June  1676. 

7  vii.  Samuel,  b.  July  1678. 

viii.  Hannah,  b.  Jan.  11,  1681;  unmarried  in  1701;  m.  in 
Ipswich  Oct.  8,  1705,  James  Tyler  of  Preston  (by 
Ipswich  record),  of  Boston  (by  Boston  record). 

4.  John®  Safford  (John®,  Thomas*)  married  Han¬ 
nah  Newman  September  15,  1685,  in  Ipswich.  They 
settled  in  Preston,  Connecticut,  with  other  Essex  County 

families.  His  second  wife,  Deborah  - ,  became  his 

widow  upon  his  death  on  March  29,  1736. 

His  will,  dated  February  5,  1735/6,  proved  April  2, 
1736,  naming  his  sons  Joseph  and  Gideon  executors,  is 
unusual  in  its  frank  expression  of  his  sense  of  being  the 
founder  of  a  landed  family  in  the  English  tradition.  He 
orders  a  “moniment  upon  my  graufe  .  .  .  bultit  with 
ston  or  brick  and  a  tombston  ouer  it  Ingrafein  on  it  my 
death  and  age  that  my  Children  mit  know  how  theay  cum 
by  their  land  that  theay  had  a  granfather  that  left  it  for 
them  and  left  his  boons  In  jxissession  for  them  for  ever 
bein  the  first  that  ever  did  anything  upon  it  and  setled 
it.”  To  wife  Deborah,  £10  etc.  expressed  in  two  bonds 
under  the  hands  and  seals  of  sons  Joseph  and  Gideon,  the 
goods  she  brought  with  her,  her  choice  of  two  good  cows, 
a  good  horse  to  ride  on,  etc.  All  movable  estate  to  three 

10  Essex  Deeds,  15 :  80. 
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livinf?  daughters,  Marcy  Tracy,  Elizabeth  Whipyrill  and 
Margaret  Bingham,  Charity  Raseboone  (Rathbone),  eld¬ 
est  daughter  of  daughter  Hannah,  and  Zipporah  Haskell, 
eldest  daughter  of  daughter  Sarah,  the  granddaughters 
to  share  equally  with  their  aunts.  £100  in  money,  bills 
and  bonds  to  the  children  of  the  five  daughters.  To  grand¬ 
sons,  Zebulon  Parks,  John  Bingham  (his  father,  Nathan¬ 
iel  Bingham,  mentioned),  Ezekiel  Parks,  Daniel  Tracy, 
Gideon  Haskell,  Oliver  Perkins.  Overseers:  my  two 
cousins  Thomas  Tracy  and  Samuel  Morgan.  Witnesses: 
John  Ames,  John  Ames  jr.,  John  Ames  the  third. 

“The  age  of  John  SaflFord’s  children”  is  recorded  in 
the  town  books  of  Preston. 

Children : 

i.  John,  b.  Peb.  28,  1687/8;  m.  in  Preston  Aug.  18,  1710, 

Dorothy  Larrabee;  d.  Sept.  12,  1724.  Administration 
on  his  estate  was  granted  to  his  father  and  his  widow 
Peb.  16,  1724/5,  John  Ames  surety.  The  inventory 
listed  property  valued  at  £.316,  and  Dorothy  SafFord 
presented  her  account  Peb.  9,  1725/6.12 
Children  : 

1.  Dorothy,  b.  Aug.  18,  1712,  at  Voluntown;  m.  in  Nor¬ 
wich  Nov.  22,  1733,  Capt.  Daniel  Tracy. 

2.  Hannah,  b.  Nov.  24,  1714;  m.  Dec.  25,  1735,  Benjamin 
Tracy. 

3.  Desire,  b.  Oct.  18,  1717;  ra.  in  Norwich  Peb.  25, 
173.5/6,  Samuel  Gore. 

4.  Esther,  b.  Apr.  15,  1720;  m.  Andrew  Stevens. 

5.  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  4,  1721. 

6.  Elizabeth,  b.  Sept.  4  (sic),  1724;  m.  in  Norwich  July 
4,  1744,  Timothy  Whipple  of  Groton. 

ii.  Hannah,  b.  Sept.  24,  1691 ;  m.  in  Preston  Aug.  14,  1710, 

Ebenezer  Perkins. 

iii.  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  25,  1694 ;  m.  in  Norwich  Dec,  1,  1720, 

Roger  Haskell. 

iv.  Marcy,  b.  Mar.  3,  1697;  m.  in  Preston  (1)  Sept.  20, 

1716,  Ezekiel  Parke,  and  (2)  Apr.  15,  1728,  Jedediah 
Tracy. 

V.  Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  24,  1700 ;  m.  -  Whippyrill 

(Whipple)  before  1735/6. 


11  New  London  Probate  Files,  No.  4666. 

12  New  London  Probate  Files,  No.  4665, 
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vi.  Maboaret,  b.  Apr.  24,  1703 ;  m.  Nathaniel  Bingham  by 

1725. 

vii.  Joseph,  b.  Jan.  18,  1705;  m.  (1)  in  Preston  Dec.  20, 

1727,  Patience  Yeomans,  who  d.  Mar.  3,  1743,  aged 
45;  m.  (2)  Jan.  11,  1749,  Martha  Cotes  at  North  Ston- 
ington. 

Children,  born  in  Preston : 

1.  John,  b.  Mar.  31,  1729;  m.  Mar.  15,  1759,  Mary  John¬ 
son. 

2.  Joseph,  b.  Feb.  8,  1730/1;  m.  Apr.  25,  1753,  Lydia 
Ensworth  of  Canterbury. 

3.  Hannah,  b.  Nov.  26,  1732 ;  m.  May  23,  1754,  James 
Bix. 

4.  Sarah,  b.  Mar.  3,  1734. 

5.  Lucretia,  b.  May  1,  1737 ;  m.  Oct.  10,  1771,  Dea. 
Thomas  Miner. 

6.  Jonathan,  b.  Sept.  21,  1738;  m.  Nov.  21,  1759,  Su¬ 
sanna  Brooks  at  Windsor. 

7.  David,  b.  Sept.  21  (sic),  1740;  m.  Nov.  17,  1762,  Mary 
Choate. 

viii.  Gideon,  b.  Mar.  24,  1709 ;  m.  Jan.  13,  1731/2,  Elizabeth 

Hill,  who  d.  June  6,  1805,  aged  94 ;  he  d.  at  Preston 
Mar.  20,  1780,  aged  73. 

Children,  bom  in  Preston : 

1.  Mary,  b.  Sept.  1,  1732;  m.  Mar.  5,  1752,  Matthias 
Button. 

2.  Thomas,  b.  Oct  15,  1735;  m.  Oct.  25,  1764,  Phebe 
Kimball  of  Stonington. 

3.  Elizabeth,  b.  Sept.  17,  1737. 

4.  Thankful,  b.  Oct.  15,  1739. 

5.  Amy,  b.  Jan.  25,  1742. 

6.  Lucy,  b.  Apr.  3,  1744 ;  m.  June  19,  1765,  Preserved 
Brumley. 

7.  Priscilla  (possibly)  ;  m.  Apr.  10,  1769,  Jonathan 
Boardman. 

8.  Samuel,  b.  Jan.  2,  1748;  m.  Anna  - ;  d.  in  1824 

at  Salem,  N.  Y. 

9.  Peggy,  b.  May  10,  1750. 

10.  Anne,  b.  July  12,  1752 ;  m.  Uriah  Beeman  Nov.  12, 
1771. 

11.  Gideon,  b.  Nov.  4,  1754 ;  m.  Nov.  10,  1774,  Lucy  Free¬ 
man. 

6.  Thomas^  Safford  (John^,  Thomas^)  was  born  in 
Ipswich  October  16,  1672.  He  married,  first,  Eleanor 
(Cheney)  Shatswell,  a  youn^  widow,  October  7,  1698. 
She  died  December  22,  1724.  He  married,  second,  June 
29, 1725,  Sarah  Scott  of  Rowley.  He  died  April  30, 1754. 
Sometime  before  his  death  he  had  turned  over  the  man- 
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agement  of  his  farm  and  estate  to  his  son  Daniel.  His 
will,  of  Ipswich,  yeoman,  left  to  his  wife  Sarah  the  in¬ 
come  of  the  estate  as  then  paid  over  to  him  by  Daniel, 
the  household  goods  and  what  property  she  brought  with 
her.  To  son  Thomas,  he  to  pay  his  brother  James  £3, 
three  acres  of  salt  marsh,  which  is  his  double  share  in 
full.  To  son  James,  the  above  £3.  To  sons  Joseph  and 
John,  a  milled  dollar  apiece.  To  son  Stephen,  two  lots 
of  land  on  the  northwesterly  side  of  my  father’s  home¬ 
stead  between  his  brother  John’s  and  George  Hewman’s 
lands.  To  grandchildren  Mary  and  Thomas,  children  of 
deceased  son  Nathan,  six  sheep  and  all  household  goods. 
To  grandson  Daniel  Safford,  military  armor,  sword  and 
girdle,  duroy  coat,  camblet  jacket,  best  hat,  blue  cloth 
breeches,  iron-bound  chest,  etc.  Executor:  son  Daniel. 
Witnesses:  John  Kimball,  Aaron  Lord,  Nathan  Foster, 
The  document  was  dated  August  11, 1753,  and  was  proved 
May  27,  1754.^3 

The  will  of  Sarah  SaflFord  of  Ipswich,  widow,  was 
signed  February  26,  1761,  and  probated  May  31,  1762. 
Beside  rememberina:  many  of  her  Scott  relations,  she  left 
land  to  her  step-son  Daniel  Safford,  a  feather-bed  to  her 
grandson  Daniel  Safford,  to  granddaughter  Mary  Safford 
a  crepe  gown  and  two  plain  boxes,  to  granddaughter  Han¬ 
nah  Safford  a  table.  To  granddaughter  Mary  Caldwell, 
wife  of  Benjamin  Caldwell,  bedding,  wearing  apparel, 
linen,  a  pewter  dish,  a  sugar  box,  etc.  To  Martha  Saf¬ 
ford,  wife  of  grandson  Abraham,  a  pewter  dish.  Residue 
to  daughter-in-law  Elizabeth  Safford,  wife  of  Daniel  Saf¬ 
ford.  Witnesses:  John  Hodgkins,  Joseph  Hodgkins, 
Nathan  Foster.^'* 

Children,  born  in  Ipswich : 

i.  Sabah,  b.  Mar.  29,  1701 ;  d.  July  10,  1702. 

8  ii.  Thomas,  b.  Apr.  28,  1703. 

9  iii.  Joseph,  b.  Mar.,  1704/5. 

10  iv.  Daniel,  b.  1706. 

11  V.  John. 

vi.  Mercy  (possibly),  m.  Nathaniel  Howard  of  Newbury 


13  Essex  Probate,  332  :  241. 

14  Essex  Probate,  No.  24,508. 
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Jan.  15,  1736;  he  m.  (2)  Martha  Safford  Jan.  8,  1757. 

12  vii.  Nathan,  bapt.  Mar.  16,  1712. 

13  viii.  James,  bapt.  June  27,  1714. 

14  ix.  Stephen,  bapt.  Feb.  10,  1716. 

X.  Titus,  bapt.  Feb.  24,  1722/3 ;  d.  Apr.  11,  1729. 

6.  John®  Safford  (Joseph®,  Thomas^)  married  in 
Ipswich  July  11,  1702,  Abigail  Martin.  He  had  already 
been  an  inhabitant  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  in  1698,  but 
the  agreement  between  his  father,  himself  and  his  brother 
Samuel  in  1701  would  seem  to  indicate  that  he  was  in 
Ipswich  that  year  and  contemplating  continuing  to  live 
there.  It  was  possibly  after  his  father’s  death  that  he 
went  to  Norwich  permanently  as  he  had  a  child  baptized 
in  Ipswich  in  1718. 

Mr.  John  Safford  died  August  12,  1739,  and  Mrs. 
Abigail  Safford  March  20,  1768,  aged  ninety-three. 

The  will  of  John  Safford  of  Newent  in  Norwich,  hus¬ 
bandman,  dated  February  24,  1737/8,  was  proved  August 
17,  1739.  It  made  detailed  and  comfortable  provision 
for  his  wife  Abigail.  In  lieu  of  dower  she  received  all 
in-door  movables  (his  clothing  excepted),  the  east  end  of 
his  dwelling  with  the  back  room  and  cellar  as  long  as  she 
cared  to  use  it  and  a  garden  spot  near  the  house  to  be 
fenced  by  their  son  Solomon.  The  sons  Joseph  and  John 
were  to  “provide  in  Each  of  their  houses  ...  a  Conven¬ 
ient  Room  for  her  and  her  nurse,  that  my  Wife  may 
Dwell  with  Either  of  them  As  she  pleaseth”  and  a  garden 
spot  near  their  dwellings.  The  three  sons  were  to  keep 
for  her  use  three  good  milch  cows  and  a  good  horse  and 
were  to  pay  to  her  annually  100  lb.  of  beef,  30  bu.  of 
Indian  corn,  9  bu.  of  winter  wheat,  3  bu.  of  rye,  3  bar¬ 
rels  of  cider,  6  bu.  of  winter  apples,  6  bu.  of  ground  bar¬ 
ley-  malt,  30  lb.  of  flax,  18  lb.  of  merchantable  wool,  fire¬ 
wood,  medicine  and  cordials  in  sickness  and  20  s.  in 
money  apiece  if  she  should  find  it  needful.  They  were 
also  to  supply  a  good  nurse,  “such  an  one  as  she  shall 
chuse  from  year  to  year,”  and  pay  her  wages.  To  daugh¬ 
ter  Abigail  Porter  £15  and  to  daughter  Sarah  Safford 
£100.  The  sons  Joseph,  John  and  Solomon  were  each  to 
have  one-third  of  the  out-door  movables  and  clothing,  and 
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certain  specified  lands.  Witnesses:  Jacob  Reed,  Jacob 
Reed  jr.,  Eunice  Hall.  The  lands  and  buildings  were 
valued  at  £2500.^® 

Children : 

i.  JoBEiPH,  m.  in  Norwich  Nov.  5,  1729,  Anne  Long^bottom. 

They  settled  by  1761  in  Bennington,  Vt.,  where  he 
was  deacon  of  the  Separate  Church.  He  d.  June  25, 
1775,  and  his  widow  d.  Nov.  28,  1780.  His  sons  were 
very  active  in  the  Revolution,  both  as  “Green  Moun¬ 
tain  Boys”  and  in  the  regular  Continental  forces.18 
Children,  born  in  Norwich : 

1.  Anne,  b.  Dec.  11,  1730;  m.  Dec.  25,  1750,  Henry  Wal- 
bridge. 

2.  Samuel,  b.  Nov.  1,  1732 ;  d.  Dec.  15,  1735. 

3.  Elizabeth,  b.  Dec.  21,  1734;  m.  at  Bennington  June 
25,  1759,  Cornelius  Cady. 

'  4.  Samuel,  b.  Dec.  15,  1735 ;  d.  in  infancy. 

5.  Oen.  Samuel,  b.  Apr.  27,  1737,  m.  Sept.  25,  1760,  Mary 
Lawrence.  He  had  a  long  and  distinguished  mili¬ 
tary,  legal  and  civil  career,  being  Brig.  General  of 
Militia  in  1781,  Councillor  1783-1802,  and  Chief  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Bennington  County  Court  1782-1807. 

6.  Abigail,  b.  Aug.  14,  1739;  m.  Jonathan  Scott. 

7.  Col.  JoHcph,  b.  Dec.  1,  1741 ;  m.  July  30,  1766,  Marcy 
Robinson. 

8.  Col.  Danid,  b.  Feb.  8,  1743/4;  m.  Sept.  10,  1772,  Anna 
Brewster. 

9.  Hannah,  b.  Mar.  2,  1745/6;  m.  Oct.  18,  1764,  Capt. 
John  Fassett. 

10.  Lucy,  b.  June  2,  1748 ;  m.  Samuel  Montague. 

11.  Esther,  b.  Sept.  15,  1750;  m.  Apr.  6,  1767,  Col.  Sam¬ 
uel  Robinson. 

12.  Jacob,  b.  Nov.  26,  1752;  m.  (1)  June  6,  1778,  Persis 
Robinson;  m.  (2)  Feb.  10,  1828,  Elizabeth  Thurston. 

13.  Solomon,  b.  Feb.  19,  1755;  m.  Submit  (Brewer)  Tup- 
per. 

ii.  John,  bapt.  Sept.  16,  1711,  in  Ipswich;  m.  (1)  in  Nor¬ 

wich  Feb.  20,  1738/9,  Lydia  Hebard;  m.  (2)  Aug.  13, 
1760,  Mary  (Hebard)  Lawrence;  d.  Dec.  13,  1789. 
Children,  born  in  Norwich : 

1.  John,  b.  Aug.  3,  1738;  m.  Sarah  Plumbe  Dec.  23,  1762. 

2.  Josiah,  b.  Feb.  21,  1740/1 ;  m.  Deborah  Sprague  Oct. 
28,  1762;  m.  (2)  Polly  LeflSngwell  of  Pawling,  Vt., 
Jan.  6,  1796. 

3.  Lydia,  b.  Dec.  24,  1743. 

4.  Jedediah,  b.  May  7,  1746. 

15  New  London  Probate  Files,  No.  4667. 
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5.  Elisha,  b.  Mar.  27,  1748 ;  m.  Sylvina - ;  d.  in  Wind¬ 

sor,  Mass.,  1788. 

6.  Zerviah,  b.  Feb.  8,  1750/1;  d.  Dec.  25,  1752. 

7.  Sabra,  b.  Apr.  13,  1752 ;  m.  David  Fassett  Jan.  22, 
1778. 

8.  Silas,  b.  Sept.  7,  1755 ;  m.  Clarinda  Hawley  of  Arling- 

r  ton,  Vt.,  Dec.  25,  1780. 

iii.  Solomon,  bapt.  May  29,  1715,  in  Ipswich;  m.  Jan.  19, 
1743/4,  Rosina  Cady  of  Pomfret ;  he  d.  in  1795 ;  she 
d.  Dec.  22,  1800. 

iv.  Sarah,  bapt.  Aug.  11,  1718,  in  Ipswich;  unmarried  in 
1737/8. 

V.  Abigail,  m.  at  Norwich  Nov.  29,  1725,  Experience  Por¬ 
ter  of  Mansfield. 

7.  Samuel®  Safford  (Joseph®,  Thomas^)  was  bom 

in  Ipswich  in  July,  1678.  His  first  wife,  Elizabeth - , 

whom  he  married  about  1704,  possibly  died  at  the  birth 

of  her  only  child  in  1705.  He  married  Hannah  - 

in  the  following  year. 

Administration  on  the  estate  of  Samuel  Safford,  late 
of  Ipswich,  was  granted  to  his  son  Nathaniel  April  6, 
1753.  His  dwelling,  two  barns  and  seventy  acres  of  land 
were  valued  at  £466  in  the  inventory,  totalling  £525, 
which  was  filed  May  1,  1753.^^  In  the  settlement,  Feb¬ 
ruary  18,  1755,  after  setting  off  the  widow’s  dower,  the 
estate  was  settled  on  his  eldest  son  Nathaniel  who  was 
to  give  bond  to  pay  his  brother  Benjamin  £30,  his  sister 
Elizabeth  £30,  and  the  heirs  of  his  sister  Hannah 
£13:6:4.18 

Children,  recorded  in  Ipswich : 

By  first  wife : 

i.  Elizabetth,  bapt.  Dec.  16,  1705;  living  in  1755. 

By  second  wife: 

ii.  Hannah,  b.  July  26,  1707 ;  m.  Apr.  10,  1734,  John  Da¬ 

vidson. 

iii.  Samuel,  b.  Sept.  27,  1709. 

iv.  Nathaniel,  b.  July  8,  1711 ;  m.  Apr.  9,  1741,  Margaret 

Holmes.  He  lived  in  Hamilton,  where  he  d.  Aug. 
12,  1795,  aged  85,  of  senile  weakness.  Widow  Mar¬ 
garet  d.  June  24,  1805,  aged  85.  His  will,  yeoman, 

17  Essex  Probate,  331 :  255. 

18  Essex  Probate,  No.  24505. 
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was  dated  Feb.  22  1790,  and  was  probated  Sept.  7, 
1795.  To  his  wife  he  left  one-third  of  his  real  and 
personal  estate  and  all  the  house  furniture.  To  son 
John,  £115  in  silver  money.  To  son  Samuel,  the  real 
and  personal  estate  after  his  mother’s  death.  To 
daughters  Hannah  Dodge,  Lucy  Patch  and  Lydia 
Dodge,  £2  each.  To  daughter  Margaret  Brown, 
£8 : 14 :8.  To  daughter  Elizabeth  Potter,  £10.  To 
grandson  Nathaniel  Patch,  £3.  His  son  Samuel  was 
named  executor.io 
Children : 

1.  Hannah,  m.  Parker  Dodge,  int.  Apr.  19,  1765. 

2.,  Lucy,  m.  John  Patch  5th,  Jan.  19,  1773. 

3.  Lydia,  m.  Nehemiah  Dodge  Nov.  11,  1773. 

4.  Elizabeth,  m.  William  Potter  May  11,  1780. 

5.  Margaret,  m.  Stephen  Brown  4th,  July  l7,  1780. 

6.  John,  b.  Oct.  5,  1750;  m.  Dec.  30,  1784,  Martha  Whip¬ 
ple;  d.  Oct.  17,  1820.  He  was  a  representative  in  the 
General  Courts  of  1809,  1810,  1815.  They  had  chil¬ 
dren  :  John  (m.  Feb.  27,  1817,  at  Dunbarton,  N.  H., 
Nancy  Stimson),  Nathaniel  (m.  Nov.  2,  1810,  Martha 
Fisk  Dodge  at  Hamilton)  and  Martha  (m.  Nov.  3, 
1812,  Capt.  Tracy  Patch),  born  1785-1792. 

7.  Samuel,  b.  July  25,  1755 ;  m.  April  8,  1783,  Priscilla 
Goodhue;  d.  June  28,  1815.  They  had  sons:  Samuel 
(m.  at  Ipswich  Nov.  21,  1811,  Joanna  Appleton), 
David  (m.  at  Salem  June  11,  1809,  Dorothy  Bott), 
Ephraim  (m.  Dec.  29,  1822,  Sarah  Boberts)  and  Dan¬ 
iel  (m.  May  11,  1817,  Sarah  Ashton),  born  1784-1792. 

V.  David,  bapt.  Feb.  27,  1714;  m.  in  Grafton  May  1,  1740, 
Mary  Bartlett,  who  m.,  second,  Richard  Bartlett  of 
Sutton  in  Grafton  Nov.  18,  1744. 

vi.  Benjamin,  bapt.  Aug.  3,  1718.  He  had  settled  in  New 
Ipswich,  N.  H.,  before  Oct.  9,  1754,  when  he  m.  Pru¬ 
dence  Melvin  of  Carlisle  at  Concord. 

Children,  born  at  New  Ipswich : 

1.  Hannah,  b.  Oct.  31,  1755;  m.  April  3,  1806,  Abijah 
Spofford. 

2.  Lydia,  b.  April  28,  1757. 

3.  Betney,  b.  Jan.  31,  1759;  m.  David  Severance. 

4.  Lucy,  b.  Sept.  22,  1760. 

5.  Prudence,  b.  Jan.  9,  1763 ;  m.  Zebedee  Whittemore 
Dec.  11,  1783. 

6.  Benjamin,  b.  Dec.  21,  1764;  m.  (1)  at  Concord  Oct. 
14,  1788,  Hannah  Wheeler;  m.  (2)  Lydia  Chandler. 

7.  Reuben,  b.  Oct.  28,  1767;  m.  Sarah  'Dhilbriok,  who  d. 
Oct.  31,  1854 ;  he  d.  Dec.  25,  1853,  at  New  Ipswich, 
N.  H. 

19  Essex  Probate,  No.  24504. 
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8.  Thomas^  Safford  (Thomas®,  John®,  Thomas*) 
was  married  four  times.  He  married,  first,  int.  April  1, 
1727,  Sarah  Dresser,  who  died  June  29,  1736.  He  took 
as  his  second  wife,  July  7, 1737,  Elizabeth  Ayers  of  New¬ 
bury,  who  died  August  28,  1747.  She  was  followed,  int. 
December  3,  1747,  by  widow  Margaret  Stacy,  who  died 
January  1,  1764.  Finally  he  married  at  Gloucester  June 
5,  1764,  widow  Eunice  Whorf. 

The  will  of  Thomas  Safford,  yeoman,  of  Ipswich,  was 
made  September  23,  1775,  and  proved  May  6,  1776.  To 
his  wife  Eunice,  during  her  widowhood,  he  left  his  house, 
one-half  of  his  land,  all  his  household  goods  and  his  negro 
man  Prince.  His  wearing  apparel  was  to  he  divided  be¬ 
tween  his  sons  Benjamin,  Joshua,  Thomas,  Moses  and 
Simeon.  Benjamin  and  Joshua  (if  living)  got  small 
sums  of  money,  and  Thomas  and  Moses  marsh  lands.  His 
daughter  Sarah  Howlett  was  left  six  shillings.®® 

Children  by  first  wife,  recorded  in  Ipswich : 

i.  Sabah,  bapt.  July  26,  1728;  d.  July  31,  1736. 

ii.  Thomas,  bapt.  Aug.  1,  1731 ;  d.  July  15,  1736. 

iii.  Benjamin,  bapt.  Dec.  1,  1734.  His  father  was  appoint¬ 

ed  his  guardian  Nov.  21,  1752.  After  serving  in  the 
French  and  Indian  War,  he  settled  in  Exeter.  He 
m.  (1)  Shuah  Lougee,  and  (2)  Susanna  Meloon,  who 
d.  Jan.  28,  1798,  aged  59.  He  d.  Nov.  29,  1827,  aged  93. 
Children,  born  in  Exeter: 

1.  Benjamin,  b.  Mar.  26,  1758;  m.  at  Hampton  Falls 
Apr.  22,  1786,  Judith  Vicary. 

2.  Joseph,  bapt.  July  10,  1763 ;  m.  Elizabeth  Towle  at 
Hampton,  int.  Oct.  29,  1791 ;  d.  Dec.  28,  1832 ;  she  d. 
Jan.  22,  1849,  aged  76. 

3.  Susan,  bapt.  Feb.  20,  1765 ;  d.  Dec.  6,  1843,  unmarried. 

4.  Nathaniel,  b.  Aug.  4,  1767 ;  d.  Oct.  29,  1770. 

5.  John,  b.  Mar.  24,  1769;  d.  unmarried  in  1850  at  Mon¬ 
mouth,  Me. 

6.  Anna,  b.  Mar.  7,  1772;  d.  Dec.  15,  1848,  unmarried. 

7.  Nathaniel,  b.  Oct.  29,  1773 ;  m.  Elizabeth  Evans ; 
lived  in  Boston. 

8.  Dudley,  b.  Nov.  15,  1776;  m.  Elizabeth  Gilman,  who 
d.  Mar.  26,  1815,  aged  85;  he  d.  July  18,  1822. 

9.  William,  b.  Apr.  17,  1778;  m.  at  Newmarket  Oct.  25, 
1803,  Sarah  Brazier  Colcord,  who  d.  Dec.  19,  1867, 
aged  85;  he  d.  Sept.  8,  1839. 

20  Essex  Probate,  351 :  562. 
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10.  Samuel,  b.  Aug.  16,  1782;  m.  Mar.  26,  1807,  Mary 
Hobbs  of  Topsfield,  who  d.  Apr.  24,  1874,  aged  88 ; 
he  d.  July  29,  1857,  at  Newburyport. 

By  second  wife : 

iv.  Thomas,  bapt.  June  4,  1738;  m.  (1)  in  Salem  Apr.  27, 
1764,  Elizabeth  Phelps;  m.  (2)  in  Salem  Nov.  22,  1785, 
widow’  Sarah  Lasser.  He  died  in  Salem  in  1788,  aged 
50.21  His  will,  of  Salem,  cordwainer,  left  one-half 
of  his  real  estate  and  all  of  his  personal  property  to 
his  wife  Sarah,  and  divided  the  residue  equally  be¬ 
tween  his  children  Emma,  Thomas,  Jude,  Hannah, 
Sarah,  Rachel  and  Joshua.  It  was  dated  Feb.  1  and 
proved  Apr.  9,  1788.22  The  widow  m.  Ephraim  Abbott 
of  Andover,  int.  Aug.  20,  1789. 

Children,  born  in  Salem : 

1.  Elizabeth,  b.  Feb.  18,  1765;  not  in  her  father’s  will. 

2.  Emma,  b.  Dec.  15,  1766;  m.  Ebed  Lewis  Sept.  30, 
1784. 

3.  Judith,  b.  Mar.  9,  1770;  unmarried  in  1798. 

4.  Hannah,  b.  Feb.  4,  1774 ;  m.  Josiah  Dodge,  int.  Nov. 
1,  1794. 

5.  Sarah,  b.  Mar.  20,  1775 ;  m.,  int.  May  7,  1803,  William 
Randall. 

6.  Thomas,  b.  Sept.  26,  1776;  he  bought  out  the  interest 
of  three  of  his  sisters  in  their  father’s  homestead 
in  1798.23 

7.  Rachel,  b.  Oct.  10,  1777;  m.  Andrew  Morgan  Dec.  22, 
1796. 

8.  Joshua,  b.  Sept.  7,  1779;  m.  Dorothy  Foy  Oct.  15, 
1801. 

9.  John,  b.  Nov.  1,  1781 ;  not  in  his  father’s  will. 

10.  Mar}!,  b.  Aug.  11,  1783 ;  not  in  her  father’s  will. 

V.  Joshua,  bapt.  Aug.  26,  1739 ;  his  whereabouts,  if  liv¬ 
ing,  unknown  in  1775. 

vi.  Sarah,  bapt.  May  3,  1741 ;  m.  Samuel  Hewlett  of  Tops- 

field,  int.  Nov.  17,  1759. 

vii.  Simeon,  bapt.  July  1,  1744 ;  m.  Deborah  Harris,  int. 

Oct.  1,  1768;  d.  Oct.  15,  1828,  aged  84;  she  d.  July  28, 
1830,  aged  83.  A  blacksmith  in  his  native  town. 
Children,  born  in  Ipswich: 

1.  Deborah,  bapt.  June  17,  1770;  m.  Nov.  7,  1793,  Moses 
Graves. 

2.  Hannah,  b.  Sept.  7,  1772;  m.  May  10,  1794,  Capt. 
Daniel  Lord. 

21  Newspaper  of  Mar.  4,  1788. 

22  Essex  Probate,  359  :  371. 

23  Essex  Deeds,  163  :  258. 
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3.  Mary,  bapt.  Feb.  28,  1774 ;  m.  Apr.  25,  1779,  John 
Jefts. 

4.  John,  b.  Aug.  10,  1775. 

5.  Elizabeth,  bapt.  June  7,  1778;  m.  Sept.  21,  1798, 
William  Seward. 

6.  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  12,  1781 ;  d.  unmarried  Oct.  21,  1873, 
at  Malden. 

7.  Susanna,  bapt.  Not.  21,  1784 ;  possibly  the  child  who 
d.  Sept.  18,  1785. 

8.  Joseph,  b.  July  10,  1787. 

9.  Ephraim,  bapt.  Apr.  18,  1790;  d.  Sept.  13,  1861,  at 
Malden 

viii.  Moses,  bapt.  July  20,  1746;  m.  (1)  July  23,  1768,  Mary 
Hood  of  Topsfield,  who  d.  June  30,  1776,  at  York;  m. 
(2)  May  3,  1777,  Mary  Sargent  of  York,  who  d.  Mar. 
1,  1832,  aged  88.  He  settled  in  York,  where  he  d.  in 
1820.  His  will,  made  Not.  23,  1818,  was  proTed  Aug. 
14,  1820. 

Children,  by  first  wife: 

1.  John,  b.  Sept.  19,  1769. 

2.  Moses,  b.  Mar.  9,  1771 ;  m.  Sarah  Mitchell. 

3.  Jeremiah,  b.  May  20,  1772. 

4  Israel  Putnam,  b.  Aug.  14,  1775. 

By  second  wife: 

5.  Thomas,  b.  Apr.  5,  1778. 

6.  Elizabeth,  b.  Not.  12,  1780. 

9.  Joseph^  Safford  (Thomas^,  John^,  Thomas^)  was 
born  in  Ipswich  in  March  1704/5.  He  married  Mary 
Chase  Julv  30,  1728.  He  was  a  joiner  by  trade.  Be¬ 
tween  1736  and  1739  he  moved  his  family  to  Sutton 
where  he  remained  several  years  before  settling  finally  in 
Hardwick,  where  he  was  living  by  1751.  Either  he  or  his 
son  Joseph  taught  the  Hardwick  school  in  1753.  After 
his  death  his  son  Joseph  took  his  mother  to  his  home  in 
Woodstock,  Vt. 

Children,  the  first  six  baptized  in  Ipswich : 

i.  Eleanor,  bapt.  in  Ipswich  June  27,  1729;  d.  Dec.  13, 

1730. 

ii.  Joseph,  bapt.  Oct.  25,  1730;  m.  in  Hardwick  Oct.  26, 

1753,  Martha  Powers,  who  d.  in  lyoodstock,  Vt.,  Mar. 
31,  1804,  aged  73 ;  he  d.  in  Woodstock  Jan  19,  1798. 
He  was  a  housewright  and  with  Joseph  Allen  built 
the  Hardwick  meeting-house  at  their  ottu  risk  in 
1771.  Commissioned  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Daniel 
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Wheeler’s  company  of  militia  in  1771,  member  of  the 
Hardwick  Committee  of  Correspondence,  1774-1775. 
Children,  bom  in  Hardwick: 

1.  Jesse,  b.  Feb.  9,  1755. 

2.  Eleanor,  b.  Oct.  23,  1757. 

3.  Martha,  b.  June  11,  1759. 

4.  Joseph,  b.  June  22,  1760. 

5.  Mary,  b.  Apr.  4,  1763. 

6.  Chains,  b.  Feb.  6,  1765. 

7.  Lucinda,  b.  Jan.  8,  1771 ;  d.  Feb.  8,  1773. 

iii.  Anna,  bapt.  Nov.  28,  1731 ;  m.  in  Hardwick  Nov.  25, 

1756,  Israel  Olmstead. 

iv.  Challis,  bapt.  Sept.  9,  1733;  m.  (1)  in  Hardwick  July 

10,  1755,  Bebecca  Winslow;  m.  (2)  Feb.  8,  1760,  Lydia 
Warner.  He  was  a  physician  and  served  in  the  French 
War  in  Col.  Buggies’  regiment  as  surgeon  in  1757 
and  as  surgeon’s  mate  in  1759.  Dr.  Safford  d.  before 
June  21,  1771,  when  an  inventory  of  his  estate  was 
entered.  Mrs.  Safford  m.,  second.  Dr.  Jonas  Fay  of 
Bennington,  Vt.,  Nov.  20,  1777. 

Children,  by  first  wife,  bora  in  Hardwick; 

1.  Elizabeth,  b.  Dec.  7,  1755. 

2.  Anna,  b.  Aug.  27,  1757 ;  d.  Apr.  7,  1759. 

By  second  wife: 

3.  Anna,  b.  Feb.  22,  1761. 

4.  Jonas,  b.  July  23,  1763. 

5.  Jonathan,  b.  Feb.  27,  1766. 

6.  Robert,  b.  July  17,  1768. 

7.  Challis,  b.  Apr.  15,  1771. 

V.  WiLUAM,  bapt.  Dec.  29,  1734 ;  d.  Aug.  26,  1735. 

vi.  William,  bapt.  June  6,  1736;  possibly  the  clerk  wrote 

William  in  error  for  Philip. 

vii.  Philip,  described  as  twenty  years  old  and  born  in 

Ipswich  in  a  French  War  muster-roll  of  1756.  He 
served  in  five  campaigns,  1755-1759,  first  as  a  drum¬ 
mer  (1755),  drum-major  (1757),  later  as  a  lieutenant 
(1759).  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  people 
against  the  justices  in  the  “Westminister  Massacre,” 
Mar.  13,  1775,  after  his  removal  to  Bockingham,  Vt. 
In  the  Bevolution  he  served  at  Ticonderoga  in  1777 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Bockingham  Committee  of 
Safety  in  1778.  He  d.  Apr.  14,  1814,  aged  74.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth  Bigelow,  d.  in  Springfield,  Vt.,  in  Feb. 
1825,  aged  83, 

Children,  recorded  in  Springfield : 

1.  Sally,  b.  Sept.  11,  1769. 

2,  Rebecca,  b.  Apr.  18,  1774. 
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3.  Joel  (possibly),  d.  Aug.  30,  1777. 

4.  Philip,  b.  Feb.  2,  1781, 

5.  A  child,  still-bom,  July  8,  1783. 

6.  Mercy,  b.  May  9,  1788. 

7.  Noah,  b.  Oct.  9,  1790. 

viii.  Ebenezer,  b.  June  7,  1739,  at  Sutton;  m.  in  Hardwick 
Nov.  24,  1759,  Abial  Higgins,  who  m.,  second,  Dec. 
29,  1761,  Israel  Johnson.  He  served  in  the  French 
War  in  the  campaign  of  1757,  1759  and  1760  (ser¬ 
geant),  and  is  stated  to  be  twenty-one  years  old  in 
a  1759  muster-roll. 

Child,  born  in  Hardwick: 

1.  Ebenezer,  b.  Dec.  9,  1759;  lived  in  Chesterfield,  N.  H. 
ix.  Mary,  b.  Apr.  7,  1742,  at  Sutton ;  m.  in  Hardwick  June 
29,  1762,  Azariah  Wright  of  Westminister,  Vt. 

10.  Daniel^  Saffokd  (Thomas^,  John^,  Thomas^) 
was  the  executor  of  his  father’s  and  his  step-mother’s 
estates  and  seems  to  have  occupied  the  paternal  farm  in 
Ipswich.  Of  his  four  wives  the  first  (int.  March  10, 
1732)  was  Abigail  Foster  who  died  April  12,  1736,  and 
the  second  (int.  October  30,  1736)  Hannah  Hovey  who 
died  January  13,  1753,  He  married,  third,  November 
22,  1753,  widow  Elizabeth  (Nicholson)  Herbert  of  Sa¬ 
lem,  who  died  December  21,  1777,  aged  65,  and  finally 
(int.  October  17,  1778),  Sarah  Pulcipher  who  survived 
him  and  died,  his  widow,  January  20,  1798,  aged  82,  “of 
a  great  cold.”  He  died  May  24,  1796,  aged  90,  “of  a 
pain  in  his  breast.” 

His  will,  dated  February  5,  1784,  was  proved  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  179^6.  Calling  himself  a  yeoman,  of  Ipswich,  he 
left  the  lower  room  with  a  bed-room  partitioned  off  from 
it  in  his  mansion  house  to  his  wife  Sarah,  together  with 
all  the  furniture  that  she  brought  with  her  and  other  suit¬ 
able  provision.  His  clothing  was  to  be  divided  between 
his  four  sons.  The  sons  Daniel,  Abraham  and  William 
were  each  given  6  s.,  while  to  William  also  went  £10  and 
an  interest  in  a  lot  of  land  at  Turkey  Hill.  His  daughter 
Hannah  was  to  have  the  use  of  the  front  chamber  as  long 
as  she  remained  unmarried,  £20  and  all  of  the  household 
furniture,  and  his  grandson  Moses  Finder  5s.  The 
executor  and  residuary  legatee  was  his  son  Ebenezer.  Wit- 
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nesses:  Sarah  Lowater,  Mary  Foster,  I^athan  Foster.^* 

Children  by  first  wife,  bapt.  in  Ipswich: 

i.  Daniel,  bapt.  Sept.  1,  1734;  m.  (1)  Lydia  Caldwell, 

int.  Apr.  21,  1758,  in  Ipswich;  m.  (2)  Thankful  Good- 
hue  ;  d.  June  24,  1818,  at  Essex,  N.  Y. 

Children,  the  last  five  born  in  Rowley: 

1.  Abigail,  bapt.  Sept.  30,  1759. 

2.  Rebecca,  m.  at  Rowley  Jan.  1,  1788,  Nathan  Caldwell 
of  Ipswich. 

3.  Ebenezer,  bapt.  Apr.  6,  1766,  in  Ipswich;  m.  Sept.  7, 
1790,  Elizabeth  Ellison  at  Salem. 

4.  Lydia,  bapt.  July  7,  1768,  in  Ipswich. 

5.  Hannah,  b.  July  22,  1770;  m.  Dec.  17,  1793,  Joshua 
Plummer  of  Newbury. 

6.  Thomas,  b.  Jan.  6,  1773;  m.  Jan.  5,  1792  Sally  Os- 
bom  at  Salem. 

7.  Elizabeth,  b.  .Tune  29,  1775 ;  m.  John  Whitney. 

8.  Nathaniel,  b.  Dec.  21,  1777 ;  m.  at  Salem  Dec.  2,  1799 
Betsey  Eveleth. 

9.  Sally,  b.  Sept.  10,  1780;  m.  Joel  French. 

ii.  Abraham,  bapt.  Apr.  4,  1736;  m.  Martha  Dennis,  int. 

Nov.  26,  1757,  in  Ipswich.  He  was  in  the  fight  at 
Lake  George  Sept.  8,  1755,  under  Col.  Moses  Titcomb, 
and  was  wounded  in  the  right  arm.  He  settled  in 
Andover,  where  nine  children  are  recorded,  but  by 
1770  he  was  a  cabinet-maker  and  inn-keeper  in  Salem. 
After  the  Revolution  he  moved  to  Londonderry,  N.  H., 
and  from  there  to  Bath,  N.  H.,  where  he  d.  Jan.  5, 
1829. 

Children : 

1.  Patty,  b.  May  15,  1759;  d.  June  27,  1759. 

2.  Patty,  b.  Apr.  28,  1760;  m.  June  20,  1781,  Daniel 
Russ  of  Methuen. 

3.  Elizabeth,  b.  Nov.  30,  1761. 

4.  Abraham,  b.  Nov.  5,  1763. 

5.  John,  b.  Mar.  16,  1766. 

6.  Theodore,  b.  Dec.  29,  1767. 

7.  Hannah,  b.  Oct.  2,  1769. 

8.  Mary,  b.  Apr.  3,  1772,  at  Salem. 

9.  James,  bapt.  Mar.  13,  1774,  at  Salem. 

10.  Sarah,  bapt.  Feb.  16,  1777,  at  Andover. 

11.  Isaac,  bapt.  Nov.  1,  1778. 

By  second  wife: 

iii.  Hannah,  bapt.  May  17,  1738;  a  legatee  of  her  step- 
24  Essex  l*robate,  354 :  432. 


272  THOMAS  SAFFOED  AND  HIS  DESCENDANTS 

grandmother,  Sarah  (Scott)  Saflford,  in  1761;  d.,  un¬ 
married,  at  Salem  Dec.  4,  1822,  aged  84. 
iT.  Abigail,  bapt.  Dec.  28,  1740;  not  named  in  her  father’s 
will. 

V.  Mabt,  bapt.  May  30,  1742;  a  legatee  of  her  step-grand¬ 
mother,  but  not  named  in  her  father’s  will. 

•vi.  Elizabeth,  m.  in  Ipswich  Oct.  4,  1765,  Moses  Finder. 

Tii.  Ebenezeb,  bapt.  Apr.  3,  1748;  m.  (1)  in  Ispiwch,  Apr. 

9,  1772,  Lucy  Haskell,  who  d.  June  19,  1788 ;  m.  (2) 
in  Ipswich  Apr.  2,  1789,  Eunice  Fitts,  who  d.  May  6, 
1819,  aged  76;  he  d.  of  consumption  Aug.  23,  1815, 
aged  67.  A  yeoman,  of  Ipswich,  he  made  his  will 
Aug.  10  and  it  was  proved  Sept.  5,  1815.  He  left  the 
entire  estate  to  his  wife  Eunice  during  her  widow¬ 
hood,  after  the  payment  of  small  legacies  to  his  five 
children,  and  named  his  son  Ebenezer  executor.25 
Children,  named  in  his  will : 

1.  Hannah,  m.  in  Ipswich  May  10,  1796,  Capt.  Daniel 
Lord. 

2.  Lucy,  unmarried  in  1815. 

3.  Ebenezer,  b.  Aug.  27,  1775 ;  m.  Dec.  21,  1808,  Hannah 
Osborne  at  Danvers. 

4.  William,  b.  Mar.  27,  1779 ;  m.  Louisa  Knowlton  of 
Kennebunk  at  Wells,  Apr.  2,  1801. 

5.  Susanna,  m.  Dec.  4,  1815,  Nathan  Safford. 

By  third  wife : 

viii.  William,  bapt.  Feb.  22,  1756;  a  baker  by  trade;  moved 
to  Salem,  where  he  m.  (1)  Dec.  25,  1779,  Thankful 
Goodale,  who  d.  May  4,  1785,  aged  29,  and  (2)  June 
7,  1792,  Abigail  Swasey,  who  d.  Jan.  7,  1843,  aged 
86;  he  d.  Feb.  27,  1847,  aged  91. 

Children,  bom  in  Salem,  by  first  wife: 

1.  Elizabeth,  bapt.  June  18,  1781. 

2.  William,  b.  Apr.  2,  1783. 

3.  Joshua,  b.  Feb.  8,  1785. 

By  second  wife: 

4.  Henry  Swasey,  b.  July  9,  1793. 

5.  Abigail,  twin,  b.  July  25,  1798. 

6.  Thankful,  twin,  b.  July  25,  1798. 

7.  Elizabeth,  b.  June  13,  1801;  d.  Oct.  11,  1812. 

8.  Edward,  b.  Jan.  13,  1803;  d.  at  sea  on  the  brig 
Comet,  aged  19.26 

11.  JoHN^  (Thomas^,  John^^  Thomas^)  married  in 
Ipswich,  int.  September  13,  1735,  Martha  Haskell.  They 

25  Essex  Probate,  387  :  445. 

26  Newspaper  of  Mar.  11,  1823. 
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settled  in  Harvard  where  he  died  June  2,  1782,  in  his 
seventy-fourth  year.  She  survived  until  April  20,  1807, 
when  she  was  ninety-six  years  of  age.  He  was  seated  in 
the  fifth  seat  in  the  Harvard  meeting-house  in  1766,  but 
with  increasing  age  was  promoted  to  the  second  seat  in 
1775. 

Children : 

i.  Martha,  bapt.  Jan.  9,  1736;  d.  Jan.  27,  1736. 

ii.  Martha,  bapt.  Apr.  2,  1738;  m.,  int.  Jan.  8,  1757,  Na¬ 

thaniel  Howard  of  Newbury  at  Ipswich. 

iii.  Eleanor,  bapt.  Apr.  28,  1740;  m.  June  16,  1763,  Joshua 

Pierce  of  Shirley  at  Harvard. 

iv.  John,  bapt.  July  17,  1742;  m.  Jan.  31,  1765,  Mehitable 

Farnsworth  at  Harvard.  They  settled  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  N.  H.,  where  at  the  first  town  meeting  he  was 
elected  selectman  and  town  clerk. 

Children : 

1.  John,  b.  in  Harvard  Aug.  12,  1765 ;  d.  in  Dexter,  Me., 
in  1822. 

2.  Martha,  b.  in  Harvard  Mar.  11,  1767. 

3.  Mehitable,  b.  June  18,  1769 ;  d.  in  infancy. 

4.  Stephen,  b.  in  Washington  Nov.  21,  1771 ;  d.  May  31, 
1777. 

5.  Mark,  b.  May  12,  1773;  d.  Aug.  29,  1777. 

6.  Simeon,  b.  May  17,  1775;  d.  May  27,  1775. 

7.  Simeon,  b.  July  29,  1776;  d.  in  Dexter,  Me.,  in  1845. 

8.  Mehitable,  b.  Oct.  10,  1779;  d.  Dec.  28,  1785. 

9.  Mark,  b.  Aug.  10,  1782 ;  m.  Jan.  30,  1807,  Mercy  Bar¬ 
rett. 

10.  Lucy,  b.  Apr.  6,  1788;  d.  Nov.  13,  1800. 

11.  Rev.  Ward,  b.  Apr.  6,  1788;  Yale  College,  1812;  m. 
(1)  Mar.  23,  1819,  Hannah  Ward;  m.  (2)  Oct.  1, 
1841,  Mary  Burnham.  He  changed  his  name  to  Staf¬ 
ford,  on  the  mistaken  theory  that  that  was  its 
original  form. 

V.  Abigail,  bapt.  July  15,  1744;  m.  (1),  int.  Apr.  8,  1764, 
her  cousin  Enoch  Safford  of  Newbury,  at  Harvard ; 
m.  (2),  int.  Mar.  24,  1767,  Charles  Bailey  of  Newbury. 

vi.  Ward,  bapt.  Aug.  2,  1747 ;  m.  at  Harvard  Apr.  26,  1774, 

Priscilla  Bandall  of  Stow;  “minute  man”  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  under  Capt.  Fairbank  Apr.  19,  1775;  select¬ 
man  of  Harvard  1781,  1801,  1804-1806;  d.  Dec.  1,  1820, 
aged  73;  she  d.  .\ug.  29,  1822,  aged  75. 

vii.  Ruth,  bapt.  Apr.  8,  1750;  m.  at  Harvard  Dec.  6,  1770, 

Samuel  Haskell. 
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viii.  Eunice,  bapt.  July  12,  1752 ;  m.  at  Harvard  Dec.  26, 
1771,  Elijah  Wildes,  jr„  of  Shirley. 

ix.  William,  bapt.  Jan.  12,  1755 ;  m.  Apr.  29,  1778,  Sarah 
Scollay,  who  d.  in  Shirley  Jan.  24,  1838,  aged  79;  a 
“minute  man”  at  Cambridge  under  Capt.  Isaac  Gates, 
Apr.  19,  1775,  and  lat«r  a  corporal  under  Capt.  Asa 
Whitcomb;  retailer  of  spirits  at  Harvard,  1776-1781. 
Children : 

1.  A  child,  d.  Nov.  10,  1778. 

2.  A  Child,  d.  Aug.  14,  1780. 

3.  Sarah,  b.  Apr.  17,  1781. 

12.  Nathan^  Safford  (Thomas®,  John®,  Thomas’) 
was  born  in  Ipswich  March  16,  1712.  He  moved  to  Bos¬ 
ton  where  he  was  married  to  Lydia  Stetson  by  Rev. 
Thomas  Foxcroft  October  10,  1737.  She  was  certainly 
the  mother  of  his  daughter  and  probably  of  his  son.  His 
second  wife,  married  in  Boston  February  7,  1744,  was 
Elizabeth  Davis.  He  died  before  his  father,  in  whose 
will  (1753)  his  two  children  are  named,  and  with  whom 
they  probably  lived  after  the  death  of  their  parents. 

Children : 

i.  Mary,  b.  Dec.  27,  1738,  in  Boston;  m.  in  Ipswich,  int. 

July  1,  1758,  Benjamin  Caldwell. 

ii.  Thomas,  b.  about  1740;  m.  at  Medford  July  31,  1764, 

Sarah  Kettell;  lived  in  Dedham,  Watertown  and  Box- 
bury. 

Children : 

1.  Thomas,  bapt.  Aug.  24,  1766,  at  Dedham;  m.  (1)  in 
Concord  Aug.  30,  1791,  Elizabeth  Fosdick,  who  d. 
in  Lancaster  March  11,  1818,  aged  49;  m.  (2)  June 
9,  1819,  Anna  Brigham  of  Marlboro,  who  d.  in  Barre 
May  11,  1858;  he  d.  in  Lancaster  June  20,  1825, 
aged  59. 

2.  Sally,  bapt.  July  14,  1771,  in  Koxbury;  m.  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  Apr.  2,  1793,  Aaron  Everett. 

3.  Benjamin,  bapt.  Apr.  4,  1773,  at  Roxbury. 

13.  James^  Safford  (Thomas®,  .John®,  Thomas’) 
was  born  in  Ipswich  June  27,  1714.  He  was  ten  years 
old  when  his  mother  died  and  it  is  very  probable  that  he 
was  brought  up  by  his  Cheney  grandparents  in  Newbury, 
where  he  lived  all  of  his  adult  life.  He  was  generally 
called  in  deeds  a  tailor,  sometimes  a  yeoman.  He  mar- 
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ried,  first,  Hepsibah  Hale  in  Newbury  October  7,  1736. 
She  died  November  3,  1753.  On  September  5,  1754,  he 
married  Rachel  Poor,  who  died  September  30,  1759. 
Thirdly,  he  married,  April  5,  1763,  Florence  Jacques. 
She  was  living  on  December  9,  1790,  when  he  stated 
“whereas  my  present  wife  Florence  when  she  married  me 
had  furniture  etc.,  if  she  survive  me  it  is  to  return  to 
her  heirs,  excluding  my  children.”*^ 

In  1766  he  deeded  to  his  son  James  Safiord,  Jr.,  mari¬ 
ner,  a  house  lot  on  Merrimac  street  in  Newbury  port,  in 
1786  to  his  daughter  Anna  Tilton,  widow,  eight  rods 
bounded  by  his  own  land,  and  in  1797  to  his  son  John  a 
house  and  one  and  a  third  acres  on  Merrimac  street.^* 
There  is  no  record  of  his  death  nor  of  that  of  his  third 
wife. 

Children,  born  in  Newbury  : 

By  first  wife : 

i.  Stephen,  b.  Feb.  18,  1738;  m.  in  Biddeford,  int.  July 

20,  1762,  Sarah  Clay;  no  further  record  found  and  his 
name  does  not  appear  on  the  Maine  Census  of  1790. 

ii.  Enoch,  b.  Oct.  31,  1740;  m.  his  cousin  Abigail  Saf- 

ford  of  Harvard,  int.  June  4,  1764;  d.  before  1767 
when  she  m.  Charles  Bailey  of  Newbury,  at  Harvard. 

iii.  James,  b.  Oct.  21,  1742;  apparently  had  a  first  wife 
who  d.  before  Dec.  12,  1772,  when  he  m.  (2)  Mary 
Winter.  He  was  a  private  in  Capt.  Gideon  Woodwell’s 
detachment  of  “minute  men”  which  marched  to  Cam¬ 
bridge  on  Apr.  19,  1775.  He  also  served  in  Capt.  Stephen 
Kent’s  company  from  July  13  to  Dec.  9,  1775.  He 
was  a  mariner,  and  d.  before  Jan.  17,  1781,  when  his 
father  was  appointed  to  administer  his  estate,  Jacob 
Knight  and  Ezra  Moody  on  his  bond.  After  the  al¬ 
lowance  of  the  widow’s  dower,  the  estate,  its  total 
value  £112,  was  found  to  be  bankrupt.  His  brother 
John  bought  the  house  and  fifteen  rods  of  land  on 
Merrimac  street  for  £81  on  Aug.  21,  1788.20  The 
widow  m.  .Jacob  Hale  July  7,  1783. 

Children,  baptized  in  Newburyport: 

27  Essex  Deeds,  153  :  9. 

28  Essex  Deeds,  14’5 :  217;  163:  97;  164:  46. 

20  Essex  Probate,  354 :  290 ;  357  :  264. 
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1.  Anne,  bapt.  Jan.  19,  1766. 

2.  Moses,  bapt.  Oct.  25,  1767;  m.  at  Turner,  Me.,  Mar. 
15,  1790,  Joanna  Pettingill. 

3.  Mary,  bapt.  Nov.  26,  1769 ;  d.  Mar.,  1776,  aged  7. 

4.  A  child  of  “Enoch  jr.”  d.  Feb.  10,  1776,  aged  21/3. 
There  was  certainly  no  Enoch  Salford,  jr.,  married 
in  1776.  Possibly  the  record  should  be  Enoch,  son 
of  James  Safford,  jr. 

5.  Mary,  bapt.  Mar.  17,  1776;  m.  Sept.  26,  1794,  Samuel 
Pettingill. 

iv.  Anne  (or  Anna),  b.  July  4,  1744;  m.  Nathaniel  Til¬ 
ton,  int.  Sept.  20,  1766. 

V.  John,  b.  Aug.  8,  1746;  m.  (1)  at  Sutton  Dec.  6,  1770, 
Ruth  Hayden,  who  d.  June  13,  1810,  aged  56;  m.  (2) 
at  Newburyport  Sept.  19,  1811,  Jane  (Noyes)  Pear¬ 
son,  who  d.  Feb.  3,  1832,  aged  69 ;  he  d.  Dec.  21,  1829, 
aged  83.  His  will,  carpenter,  made  Nov.  27,  1829, 
provides  for  the  care  of  his  wife  Jane,  who  was  in¬ 
sane.  The  house  and  15  rods  of  land  which  he  bought 
from  the  estate  of  his  brother  James  was  left  to  his 
niece  Hepsibah  Tilton  with  all  the  household  furni¬ 
ture  except  what  his  wife  brought  with  her  at  mar¬ 
riage.  The  land  is  described  as  bounded  easterly  on 
Water  street,  southerly  by  Wormstead’s  land,  north¬ 
erly  and  westerly  by  Hale’s  land.  The  residue  went 
to  Pike  Noyes,  who  was  named  executor .30 

vi.  Richabd,  bapt.  Mar.  26,  1749;  no  further  record.3i 

By  second  wife: 

vii.  Hannah,  b.  Nov.  13,  1755. 

viii.  Moses,  b.  Sept.  16,  1759 ;  from  the  names  of  his  chil¬ 

dren  it  is  obvious  that  he  was  the  Moses  Safford, 
with  wife  Joanna,  who  settled  in  Poland,  Maine,  by 
1790. 

Children,  born  in  Poland: 

1.  James,  b.  Nov.  24,  1790. 

2.  John,  b.  April  5,  1792. 

3.  Moses,  b.  Jan.  14,  1794. 

4.  Anne,  b.  July  12,  1795. 

14.  Stephen^  Saffoed  (Thomas*,  John*,  Thomas^) 
was  baptized  in  Ipswich  February  10,  1716.  He  was 
married  in  Boston  by  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot  May  17,  1744, 
to  Sarah  Champnies,  whose  name  was  anglicized  to  Jar- 

30  Essex  Probate,  407 :  315. 

31  A  Richard  Safford  was  listed  as  living  in  Stokes  County, 
North  Carolina,  in  the  Census  of  1790. 
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vis  by  her  descendants.  He  was  a  sail-maker  and  lived 
in  Ipswich,  although  he  seems  to  have  had  Gloucester 
connections  as  well,  the  vital  records  of  that  town  con¬ 
taining  several  items  regarding  his  family. 

The  “wife  of  Stephen  Safford”  died  in  Ipswich  August 
16,  1766.®^  He  died  in  Ipswich  in  July,  1767.®* 

His  will,  dated  June  18,  1767,  directs  that  his  two 
youngest  children,  Abigail  and  Nathan,  be  supported  and 
educated  until  they  come  of  age.  To  eldest  son  Stephen, 
£5  above  his  brethren.  The  residue  to  his  five  children, 
Stephen,  Sarah,  Lydia,  Abigail  and  Nathan.  Executor: 
his  brother  Daniel.  Witnesses :  John  Bly,  Nathan  Foster.®^ 
In  1784  the  five  children  sold  one-half  an  acre  in  Ips¬ 
wich  to  their  cousin  Simeon  Safford.®® 

Children : 

i.  Sarah,  b.  Apr.  10,  1748;  m.  (1)  John  Derby  of  Lynn 

July  16,  1770;  m.  (2)  Matthew  Captel  Liapchik 
(Leach),  int.  Jan.  27,  1781. 

ii.  Stephen,  b.  Nov.  29,  1750;  m.  in  Gloucester  May  29, 

1774,  Experience  Herring.  He  settled  in  Bakerstown 
(Poland),  Me.,  as  a  farmer,  but  was  late  of  Minot  in 
1814  when  his  heirs  sold  his  land.  His  widow  was 
living  in  Turner  in  1835.36 
Children,  born  in  Poland : 

1.  Lydia,  b.  July  4,  1775 ;  m.  Joseph  Herrick  before 
1814. 

2.  Stephen,  b.  Nov.  3,  1777 ;  m.  at  Minot  Nov.  27,  1805, 
Phebe  Davis. 

3.  Benjamin,  b.  June  9,  1780;  m.  at  Minot  Nov.  28, 
1805,  Esther  Lane. 

4.  Sally,  b.  June  20,  1783 ;  m.  William  Saunders  of 
Livermore  before  1814. 

5.  Daniel,  b.  Mar.  13,  1788 ;  m.  at  Bridgewater  June  18, 
1810,  Betsey  Warren. 

6.  Elizabeth,  b.  May  21,  1790 ;  d.  May  3,  1800. 

7.  John,  b.  Aug.  8,  1793;  of  Livermore  in  1814. 

32  The  published  Gloucester  records  say  “Aug.  16,  1776,  aged 
40  years,  1  month,  16  days,”  the  year  being  erroneous. 

33  The  Gloucester  records  say  “in  Ipswich  July  22,  1767, 
aged  50.” 

34  Essex  Probate,  344  :  134. 

35  Essex  Deeds,  142  :  92. 

36  Cumberland  Deeds,  69:  257;  141:  2. 
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8.  Judith,  b.  Sept.  18,  1796;  unmarried  in  1814. 

iii.  Lydia,  b.  Oct.  10,  1753;  m.  (1)  George  Foster  Mar.  20, 

1773 ;  m.  (2)  Stephen  George  May  18,  1783. 

iv.  Elizabeth,  b.  Mar.  10,  1757;  d.  Apr.  3,  1757. 

V.  Nathan,  b.  Apr.  11,  1758;  d.  1759. 

Ti.  Nathan,  b.  June  5  (or  6),  1760;  m.  at  Salem  Sept.  29, 
1785,  Elizabeth  Foster.  They  settled  in  North  Yar¬ 
mouth,  Me.  He  was  a  hatter.  His  heirs  sold  his 
North  Yarmouth  property  to  Jeremiah  King  Apr.  24, 
1827.37 

Children,  born  in  North  Yarmouth: 

1.  Nathaniel  Foster,  b.  June  13,  1786;  m.  (1)  in  Sa¬ 
lem  Dec.  5,  1808,  Sally  Smith;  m.  (2)  at  Hamilton 
Oct.  10,  1813,  Hannah  Woodbury. 

2.  Nathan,  b.  July  22,  1788;  m.  Dec.  24,  1815,  Susan 
Safford  of  Ipswich;  d.  at  New  Orleans  Jan.,  1833. 

3.  William,  b.  Apr.  22,  1790;  d.  May  1,  1790. 

4.  Abigail,  b.  May  22,  1791  ;  m.  Dec.  1,  1808,  Reuben 
Curtis. 

5.  Betsey,  b.  Aug.  22,  1793 ;  m.  July  3,  1811,  Benjamin 
Pratt. 

6.  Desiah,  b.  Feb.  24,  1796;  d.  Mar.  13,  1796. 

7.  Rebecca,  b.  Mar.  10,  1797 ;  m.  May  1,  1815,  John  York, 
8..  Mary  B.,  b.  May  9,  1799;  m.  May  30,  1827,  Joel  R. 

Peabody. 

9.  John  Derby,  b.  Oct.  22,  1801 ;  m  June  27,  1824,  Jane 
B.  Field. 

10.  James  D.,  b.  July  28,  1804;  m.  (1)  July  6,  1833, 
Catherine  Conville  at  Philadelphia;  m.  (2)  Jan.  8, 
1852,  Elizabeth  M.  Jeffrey. 

11.  Dr.  William,  b.  Aug.  14,  1807 ;  m.  Jan.  27,  1839,  Mary 
Springer. 

▼ii.  Abigail,  b.  Sept,  30,  1763;  m.  May  31,  1796,  John 
Leonard  of  Salem. 

37  Cumberland  Deeds,  117 :  302. 


NEWBURY  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR  RECORDS. 


From  the  Samuel  Gerbish  Account  Book  in 
Possession  of  the  Essex  Institute. 


Newbury,  February  y**  28^**  1776. 

Rec**  of  Samuel  Gerrish  Esq’’  five  pounds,  five  shillings 
in  full  for  my  wages  as  made  up  on  Cap*  William  Rodgers 
Rooll — 

Ezekiel  Fellows. 

Newbury  February  y®  28,  1776.  Rec**  of  Samuel  Ger¬ 
rish  Esq'  five  pounds  in  full  for  my  wages  as  made  up  on 
Cap*  William  Rodgers  Rooll. 

Joseph  Newell. 

M®  David  Emery,  acc*  Newbury  February  y®  28**'  1776. 
Sold  to  Col®  Samuel  Gerrish  nineteen  hundred  of  Hay 
for  the  use  of  the  Continent  at  four  pounds  thirteen  shill¬ 
ings  and  four  pence  p®  Tenor.  &  also  to  receive  a  further 
Sum  of  two  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  for 
conveying  said  hay  to  Cambridge  from  the  Town.  Rec** 
of  the  above  said  Gerrish  the  full  pay  for  the  Hay  &  also 
one  pound  six  and  eight  pence  in  part  of  the  Town  by 
the  hand  of  the  said  Samuel  and  also  a  further  sum  of 
three  pounds  three  shillings  for  carting  for  Col®  Arnolds 
Regiment  from  Cambridge  to  Newbury. 

as  Witness  my  Hand  — 

David  Emery. 

February  y®  25th  1776  —  Rec^  of  Samuel  Gerrish  two 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  in  full  for  cart¬ 
ing  hay  from  Newbury  to  Cambridge. 

Stephen  Adams. 

February  y®  26*'*  1776  Rec  of  Samuel  Gerrish  four 
pounds  twelve  shillings  &  four  pence  in  full  for  a  Tun 
of  hay.  Moses  Hills. 

February  y®  26“*  1776  Rec^  of  Samuel  Gerrish  Six 
pounds  Seven  Shillings  in  full  for  a  Tunn  of  Hay  and 
Conveying  the  same  to  Cambridge. 

David  Ordway. 

July  y®  23^  1776.  I  Roger  White  of  Newbury  In 
the  Countv  of  Essex  &  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
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do  acknowledge  to  have  Received  from  the  third  Parish 
in  Newbury  by  the  Hand  of  Col®  Samuel  Gerrish  Six 
pounds  Lawfull  In  full  to  do  half  a  turn  to  Canada  — 
as  witness  my  Hand -  Roger  White. 

July  y*  23**  1776  Wee  Zebulon  Ingersol  &  Daniel 
Thirston  both  of  Newbury  in  the  County  of  Essex  &  Col¬ 
ony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  Newengland  Do  ac¬ 
knowledge  to  have  rec  ‘‘of  the  third  Parish  in  Newbury 
by  the  Hands  of  Col®  Samuel  Gerrish,  twenty  four  pounds 
Lawfull  money  in  full  to  do  two  turns  for  said  Parrish 
in  Canada  as  witness  our  hands . . . 

Zebulon  Ingersool 
Daniel  Thurston 

Paid  Handy  a  Soldier  July  y®  23^  1776  twelve  pounds 
. Lawfull  money . . . 

Newbury,  February  y®  26“*  1777  —  I  Ezekiel  Fel¬ 
lows  do  acknowledge  to  have  Received  of  Samuel  Gerrish 
Esqr,  twenty  pounds  in  full  to  do  a  full  Turn  for  the  Said 
Samuel  During  the  war  between  Great  Britton  &  the 
Colonies  I  say  received  by  me. 

July  12“*  i776  the  Sums  below  were  paid  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  persons  for  men  to  go  to  Canada: 


Josiah  Bartlett . £10:  0:  0 

D®  Sawyer  .  6 : 

Moses  Hills  .  6 : 

Stephin  Noyes .  6  : 

Joseph  Chase  Ju" .  6: 

Benjamin  Hills .  6 : 

Moses  Newell .  2:8 

Abraham  Adams  .  3: 

Cap*  James  Smith  .  2:8 

Enoch  Noyes .  3: 

Samuel  Woodman .  2:8 

Cap*  Edmund  Little .  4:16 


£58:00:00 

July  y®  23**  1776  the  sums  below  were  paid  by  the 
following  persons  for  men  to  go  to  Canada: 

William  Noyes  .  3:  6:  8 
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Re\’^  David  Tappen  .  .3:  0:  0 

Nathanaell  &  Moses  Brickett .  3:  6:  8 

M""  Daniel  Carr .  3 : 10 :  0 

Sumersby  Chase  .  1:13:  4 

Stephen  Adams  .  1:13:  4 

Bernard  Brickett  .  1:  6:  8 

Joshua  March  .  3:  8: 

Dec“  John  Merrill .  3: 12: 

Tristram  Chase  .  2:  2: 

Stephen  Bailey  .  1:16: 

Enoch  Bailey  .  1 : 10 : 

M""  Benjamin  Jaques .  2:  2:  0 

John  Little  .  3:  0:  0 

Israel  Adams .  1:  4:  0 

David  Chase  Jun*"  .  2:  2:  0 

Samuel  Gerrish  .  3:  6:  8 

Joseph  Bartlett  Ju“  .  3:  0:  0 

Edward  Woodman .  2:  0:  0 


Went  to  Cambridge  under  Under  the  Command  of 
Cap‘  Poor  in  November  1775:  Parker  Pillsbury,  Parker 
Chase,  Benjamin  Hill,  Abel  Woodman,  Zebulon  Ingersol, 
James  Follansbee,  Moses  Pilsbury,  John  Smith,  Amos 
Carlton,  Jo"  Carlton,  Moses  Jaques,  Parker  Jaques,  Jo¬ 
seph  Noyes,  Ju",  Samuel  Pilsbury,  Abel  Chase  Leiu*. 

Went  to  Cambridge  in  february  1776,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Cap‘  Rodgers :  Moses  March,  Benjamin  Adams, 
John  Adams,  Nehemiah  Follansbe,  John  Flanders,  Mark 
Woodman,  John  Cooper,  Daniel  Chase,  Nathanael  Chase, 
John  Follansbe. 

Went  to  Ticonderoga  under  the  Comand  of  Cap‘ 
Rodgers  in  July  1776:  Jonathan  Thirston  Hired  by  M'' 
Josiah  Bartlet  at  75  old  Tenor;  Samuel  Jaques  Jun' 
Hired  at  40:  Dollers  for  M"”  Hales  Parrish  Nath“  Chase 
Hired  at  Ditto,  Abner  Kimball. 

December  ye  11th  1781  This  Day  Received  from  Sam’ 
Gerrish  thirteen  Hundred  old  Emision  (sic)  Dollars 
towards  Hiring  Joseph  Noyes  to  go  into  the  Continental 
Army.  Stephen  Adams. 

Went  to  Ticonderoga  in  August  under  the  Command 
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of  Cap*  Thomas  Brown . in  1776:  Daniel  Thirston, 

Ze**  Ingersoll,  Rodger  White,  D'  Sawyer,  &  M’^  Moses 
Hill,  hired  a  man  out  of  the  Parrish  one  Handy  hired 
by  the  Parrish. 

Went  to  Dorchester  under  the  comand  of  Capt  Dodge 
for  three  months  in  Aug*  1776:  Ensign  Samuel  Pils- 
bury,  Jonathan  Carlton  in  person,  James  Eollansbe  in 
Person,  Benjamin  Chase  Son  of  the  Widow  Sarah  Chase. 

This  Tower  was  Reckned  at  20  pounds  old  Tenor  ^ 
man. 

Went  to  York  in  October  under  the  Command  of  Cap* 
Insley  for  two  months  in  1776:  Parker  Pilsbury,  Daniel 
Bailey,  Abel  Woodman,  Daniel  Morse,  John  Hahkins, 
Joshua  Sawyer. 

December  1776,  went  into  the  Army  under  Cap* 
Moody  the  following  Persons  by  Hire  &  in  Person: 
Francis  Follansbe  Jun'  in  Person 

Joseph  Adams  Ditto  . 

Maj'’  Noyes  &  Joshua  Hills,  &  Joseph  Hill. . .  .40:  Do”. 


Samuel  Bailey  a  hired  man  . at  Ditto 

Joseph  Little  a  hired  man  .  Ditto 

Asa  Bailey  a  hired  man .  Ditto 

Abraham  Adams  Jun  &  John  Brickett .  Ditto 

Joseph  Chase  &  Samuel  Gerrish . Ditto 

Moses  Emery  a  hired  man  at  Ditto .  Ditto 

John  Chase  &  Ensign  Daniel  Carr .  Ditto 

Amos  &  Moses  Dole .  Ditto 

Moses  March  at .  Ditto 

Joseph  Newell  a  hired  man  .  Ditto 

Webster  Bailey  &  Thomas  Brickett .  Ditto 


February  1777  ....  the  following  are  the  persons  that 
hired  During  the  Warr.  . .  M^  Moses  Hills  &  Son  Ben¬ 
jamin  &  D''  Sawyer,  Samuel  Gerrish  &  Joseph  Chase  Ju“ 
&  Son,  M''  Carlton  &  Sons,  Samuel  Woodman  &  Joseph 
Bartlet,  Benjamin  Hills  &  Sons,  John  Merrill,  Joshua 
March  &  Sons,  Abel  Chase,  Josiah  Bartlet  &  Son,  Stephen 
Ordway,  Moses,  Brickett,  Daniel  Carr,  Stephen  Bailey. 


AN  EARLY  LETTER  OF  GEORGE  PEABODY, 
THE  LONDON  BANKER,  TO  HIS  PARTNER, 
ELISHA  RIGGS,  1816. 


Baltimore  18“*  May  1816 

Elisha  Riggs  Esq'' 

D''  Sir, 

Your  favours  of  the  14“*  by  George  Gaither — 16“* 
by  Levining  and  of  yesterday  by  M*'  Lackland  have 
all  been  handed  me  —  the  latter  enclosing  an  Invoice  of 
Silk  &  Thread  Buttons,  which  are  received  and  I  pre¬ 
sume  will  sell  at  a  very  handsome  proffit - 

I  have  been  very  much  engaged  since  my  return  — 


my  sales  for  this  week  is  about  4000$  —  Viz  — 

Sundry  persons  for  Cash  about  $1200.00 

Richard  Anderson  .  168.00 

Sundry  persons  in  the  City  .  400.00 

Charles  Scott  of  Alex“  .  650.00 

Blunt  of  Geo.  Town .  285.00 

Walter  Cox  .  430.00 

George  Gaither  .  200.00 


A  person  in  Parkersburgh  V*  (good  reference)  700.00 


making  —  $4033.00 
which  have  paid  good  proffits  —  and  I  believe  my  sales 
are  as  good  as  any  persons  in  Baltimore,  unless  it  is  those 
who  give  9  &  12  mo  Credit,  and  do  an  extensive  Country 
Business,  my  credits  are  generally  4  months,  but  have 
occasionally  given  as  long  as  Six  —  The  goods  from  the 
Importing  Company  of  George  Town  sell  as  well  as  I 
expected  —  The  Shawls  bought  in  Company  with  Nicholls 
are  all  gone  at  20  pCt  proffit  —  the  fine  prints  which  cost 
33^  bring  37^  to  40  —  plates  which  cost  231/2  sell  well 
at  25  —  none  of  the  Superfine  Cloths  are  sold,  I  have 
not  had  time  to  Call  on  the  Taylors  — 

I  have  not  been  in  the  Market,  do  not  therefore  know  the 
price  of  French  goods  —  I  should  not  wish  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  in  purchasing  at  present,  unless  some  trifling 
articles  —  as  I  wish  to  get  my  stock  as  low  as  possible 
before  the  fall  —  to  the  present  time,  my  sales  this  spring 
have  exceeded  my  purchases  — 

Old  Reinicker  has  called  on  me  to  know  if  we  intend 
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keeping  the  store  another  year  —  he  is  rather  more  lib¬ 
eral  than  I  expected  —  his  price  is  1600$  —  but  we  must 
give  him  an  answer  on  Monday,  otherwise  if  he  can  get 
more  he  shall  rent  it  —  Let  me  have  your  opinion  by  re¬ 
turn  of  mail  —  There  is  several  persons  who  I  know 
wish  to  get  it  —  Dagas  in  particular  —  I  saw  him  talk¬ 
ing  with  the  old  man  to  day;  and  I  suspect  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  —  I  have  no  doubt,  but  if  he  was  to  advertise  it  he 
could  obtain  considerable  more  than  he  ask’s  us  —  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  some  decripsion  of  stores,  but 
there  has  been  so  much  dividing  and  cutting  up  that  good 
and  convenient  ones  are  scarce  —  I  should  think  it  better 
even  for  us  to  pay  1-200$  more,  now  we  are  established 
in  this ;  than  to  remove  —  should  however  like  to  have  it 
remain  untill  our  time  expires,  but  the  old  man  will  not 
consent — neither  will  he  deviate  in  price  — 

I  could  not  obtain  a  draft  on  New  York  nor  Bank 
Notes,  when  our  note  was  due  to  Vanscharit  &  Ginn  was 
therefore  oblidgd  to  allow  Up  Cent  advance  Baltimore 
Mony  —  I  have  as  yet  made  no  arrangment  towards  pay¬ 
ing  V  &  Wooden,  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  get  a  draft 
in  Geo.  Town  as  none  are  drawing  in  this  place  —  I  can 
buy  District  Mony  at  21/4  pCent,  but  not  more  —  Cum¬ 
berland,  Chambersburgh,  Williamsport  &c  at  5  —  Par- 
kersburgh  probably  at  10  —  TJnchartered  V®  5-6  — 

If  you  wish  any  notes  offered  for  Discount  towards 
paying  your  draft  to  Bowie  &  Kurtz  —  it  would  be  well 
to  send  them  previous  to  Wednesday  next  — 

Those  that  have  merchants  paper  will  not  sacrafise  it 

—  several  have  advertised  to  take  it  for  goods —  and  it 
is  not  probable  any  amount  could  be  bought  even  at  10-15 
pCent  —  although  no  person  is  buying  — 

As  I  find  it  necessary  to  be  in  the  store  the  whole  time 
when  business  is  doing,  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  enter 
the  goods  from  the  Franklin,  have  however  wrote  Halli- 
day  on  the  subject  — 

Would  it  do  to  purchace  a  few  Thousand  Dollars  Cum¬ 
berland,  Williamsport,  &  Chamberburgh  Mony  @  5  pCt 

—  also  Parkersburgh  @10  —  please  write  me  by  return 
of  Mail  — 

With  Eespect  I  am  Yours 

G  Peabody 


NEWBUKYPpRT  PRIVATEERING,  1779-1780. 


The  following  notes  are  taken  from  a  receipt  book  kept 
by  Joseph  Ingersoll  &  Co.,  auctioneers  and  marine  in¬ 
surance  brokers  in  Newburyport,  during  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War.  The  receipt  book  is  owned  by  the  Essex  In¬ 
stitute. 

Col.  Joseph  Ingersoll,  a  descendant  of  Richard  Inger¬ 
soll  of  Salem,  was  a  native  of  Falmouth  (Portland), 
Maine,  born  in  1725,  but  the  family  moved  to  Boston 
quite  early.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Davenport  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Franklin)  Davenport, 
and  a  niece  of  Benjamin  Franklin.  Joseph  Ingersoll  was 
a  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  French  and  Indian  War  and 
was  at  Crown  Point  in  1759.  In  1764,  he  was  keeping 
the  famous  Bunch  of  Grapes  Tavern  in  Boston,  head¬ 
quarters  for  the  patriots  who  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
colonies,  and  where  it  is  said  the  Tea  Party  was  planned. 
It  was  probably  through  the  Davenports,  his  wife’s  people, 
that  he  went  to  Newburyport  during  the  Revolution  to 
conduct  an  auction  room  for  the  sale  of  vessels  taken  as 
prizes  and  also  a  general  marine  insurance  business.  The 
Davenports  were  proprietors  of  the  Wolfe  Tavern  in  New- 
buryport.  Ingersoll  was  apparently  conducting  the  same 
business  in  Boston  at  the  time,  because  on  March  25,  1778, 
the  selectmen  of  Boston,  in  writing  to  the  assessors,  in¬ 
cluded  his  name  in  a  list  of  persons  outside  the  town  who 
“ought  to  be  taxed  here  for  the  real  estate  they  occupy 
and  the  business  they  do  here.”  While  in  Newburyport 
he  married  a  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Brown.  At  the  close 
of  the  war,  he  returned  to  Boston  and  kept  a  boarding 
house  at  the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Court  streets,  where 
Washington  lodged  during  his  visit  to  New  England  in 
1789.  His  will  was  probated  in  Boston,  March  15,  1790, 
his  wife  and  two  daughters  surviving  him. 

Amounts  paid: 

Feb.  5,  1779.  To  Enoch  Titcomb,  3d,  £227.2.0  on 
account  of  goods  sold  out  of  the  Monmouth’s  prize  brig 
General  Murray;  Feb.  9,  £300,  on  the  same  account. 

Feb.  10.  To  Ebenezer  Stocker,  £243,  on  account  of 
the  Bennington’s  prize  for  Nathaniel  Tracy. 
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Feb.  17.  To  Enoch  Titcomb,  3d,  £568.4,  on  account 
of  prize  ship  Unity.  t 

Feb.  20.  To  Samuel  Newhall,  £3.430.6,  on  account 
of  the  Bennington’s  prize  vessels  and  stores. 

Feb.  22.  To  Tho.  Thomas,  £848.12.3,  in  full  for  the 
Harriot  stores  sold  at  auction  Nov.  11  last. 

Feb,  24.  To  William  Wyer,  £136 . 10,  premium  on  brig 
Sally,  Capt.  Aubin. 

Mar.  2.  To  Enoch  Titcomb,  3d,  £1,066 . 18,  on  account 
of  Monmouth’s  prize. 

Mar.  4.  To  John  Bromfield,  £101 , 2  premium  on  brig 
Sally,  Philip  Aubin. 

Mar.  4.  To  John  Fletcher,  £146.5,  premiums  on  brig 
Sally,  Philip  Aubin. 

Mar.  26.  To  Tristram  Dalton,  £22.10,  for  rent  of 
store  for  one  quarter, 

Apr.  1.  To  Jas.  Tileston,  £2,456.8,  on  account  of  brig 
Patty  sold  at  auction  for  the  agents  of  the  Bennington. 

Apr.  8.  To  Daniel  Sargent,  £993.12,  discounted  on 
account  of  brig  Patty  bought  at  auction.  Mar.  20. 

Apr.  27.  To  Samuel  Newhall,  £941.5,  in  full  for  the 
prize  bgtne.  Patty  sold  at  auction  Mar.  20. 

May  17.  To  Wm.  Andrews,  £1,734.1.6  on  account  of 
the  Monmouth  prize  ship  Charming  Sally  sold  at  auction 
Apr.  20. 

June  5.  To  Samuel  Newhall,  £1,588.16,  in  full  for 
the  bgtne.  Chance  sold  at  auction  May  19. 

June  9.  To  Samuel  Newhall,  £335.4,  in  full  for  the 
ship  William  sold  at  auction  May  28. 

June  22,  To  William  Cross,  £392.1.3,  for  a  ship’s 
topsail  sold  at  auction  J une  17  for  Mr.  Stephen  Cross. 

July  9.  To  Jno.  Newman  and  Joseph  Noyes,  £2,640, 
on  account  of  the  prize  brig  Mary  and  stores  sold  at  auc¬ 
tion  June  17 ;  Aug.  24,  £5000;  Oct.  18,  £4,000;  Jan.  12, 
1780,  £3,757  all  on  same  account. 

Aug,  2.  To  Samuel  Tufts,  £2,172 , 16 .  lOV^  on  account 
of  the  prize  schooner  Betsy  sold  at  auction  July  31. 

Aug.  27.  To  Samuel  Tufts,  £877.10,  on  account  of 
the  prize  bgtne.  Elizabeth  &  Mary  sold  at  auction  Aug.  25. 

Sept.  9.  To  Jno.  Newman  and  Joseph  Noyes,  £877 .3.6, 
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for  sundry  stores  belonging  to  the  agents  of  the  Vengeance 
from  the  bgtne.  Mary  sold  at  auction  Aug.  25. 

Sept.  13.  To  John  Fletcher,  £5,039.2  on  account  of 
the  prize  ship  Hunter  sold  at  auction  June  16 ;  Sept.  23, 
£1000,  Oct.  6,  £2,000,  Oct.  19,  £2635.4.9  all  on  same 
account. 

Sept.  17.  To  William  Tidcomb,  £2,000.2  on  account 
of  the  brig  Mary  sold  at  auction  June  17.  Sept.  25,  £175 
on  same  account. 

Sept.  21.  To  James  Johnston,  £1,461.15.6,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  sundry  stores  sold  at  auction  from  the  Pallas, 
Aug.  25.  Oct.  16,  £988.2  on  same  account. 

Sept.  26.  To  Tristram  Dalton  £22.10  in  full  for  one 
year’s  rent  of  store;  also  on  Jan.  12,  1780,  £75,  for  one 
quarter’s  rent  of  house. 

Oct.  4.  To  John  Tracy,  £17,489.13.3,  for  one  half 
of  the  owner’s  part  of  the  Pallas’s  prize  ship  Hunter  sold 
at  auction  on  June  16. 

Oct.  5.  To  Wm.  Tidcomb,  £1,354.1.8  in  full  for  the 
owner’s  part  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  Vengeance’s  prize 
bgtne.  Mary  sold  at  auction  June  17. 

Oct.  15.  To  Samuel  Newhall,  £407.2  on  account  of 
premiums  of  insurance  for  Capt.  Joseph  Lee. 

Nov.  22.  To  Samuel  Blyth,  £156.  in  full  for  a  boat 
sold  at  auction  this  day. 

Dec.  30.  To  Samuel  Batchelder,  £1500  on  account  of 
insurance  on  ship  Unity. 

Jan.  27,  1780.  To  George  Searle,  £1,000  on  account 
of  insurance  on  the  bgtne.  Chance  for  Jonathan  Jackson, 
Esq. 

Mar.  11.  To  Samuel  Tufts,  £4,088.2  on  account  of 
the  prize  bgtnes.  Try  ton  and  Experiment  sold  at  auction 
Mar.  8.  Mar.  23,  £10,000,  Apr.  6,  £8000.2  all  on  same 
account. 

Mar.  29.  Enoch  Titcomb,  3d,  £6,000  on  account  of  the 
prize  brigs  Tryton  &  Experiment  sold  at  auction  on  Mar. 
8.  Apr.  12,  £3,550,  Apr.  22,  £1281 .3.6,  all  on  same 
account. 

Apr.  18.  Michael  Hodge,  £2,400  on  account  of  the 


288  NEWBURTPORT  PRIVATEERING,  1779-1780 

schooner  Fox  sold  at  auction  Apr.  14.  May  1,  £6,450.14, 
on  same  account. 

Apr.  28.  To  Joseph  Cutler,  in  behalf  of  Stephen 
Hooper,  Esq.,  £2,708.10,  in  full  for  sundry  goods  sold 
out  of  the  bgtne.  Gates  at  auction  Apr.  18. 

May  10.  To  Joseph  Cutler,  for  Stephen  Hooper, 
£10,200,  on  account  of  the  ship  Elizabeth,  sold  at  auction 
May  3.  May  12,  £2,000,  May  19,  £4,300,  May  23, 
£1,200,  May  24,  £1,000,  June  1,  £4,000,  June  6, 
£5,729.14,  June  13,  £6,000,  June  13,  £27,441.13,  per 
hands  of  Lee  &  Jones,  June  14,  £10,000,  per  Lee  &  Jones 
by  an  order  on  Capt.  Nehemiah  Somes  on  same  account, 
June  16,  £8,375.8,  June  17,  £12,000,  June  23,  1780, 
£6,555.5  in  full  on  same  account. 

May  16.  To  Tristram  Dalton,  £4,000  on  accoimt  of 
Stephen  Hooper,  Esq.,  as  agent  to  the  owners  of  ship 
Aurora. 

May  20.  To  Tristram  Dalton,  £150  in  full  for  a  quar¬ 
ter’s  house  rent  ending  Mar.  1st  last. 

July  8.  To  Samuel  Tufts,  £2,000.2,  on  account  of 
prize  schooner  Delight.  July  21,  £1,700,  Aug.  5, 
£1,039.10,  Aug.  12,  £1,901.2  by  hands  of  Mr.  Mark  Fitz 
on  account  of  Mr.  Kalph  Cross,  Jr.,  Aug.  19,  £500,  Sept. 
23,  £3,000,  Oct.  5,  £4,000,  Oct.  12,  £2055,  all  on  same 
account. 

July  29.  To  James  Tileston,  £1,697.4,  on  account  of 
the  prize  snow  Hope  and  sold  at  auction  July  26.  July 
31,  £3,107.2,  Aug.  4,  £2,747.16,  Aug.  10,  £267  on  same 
account. 

Aug.  19.  To  Nicholas  Johnson,  £1912.14,  on  account 
of  the  prize  sloop  Experiment,  sold  at  auction  Aug.  9, 
Aug.  22,  £397,  on  same  account. 

Aug.  29.  To  Jonathan  Mulliken,  £2,574.3,  on  account 
of  insurance  discounted  on  snow  Hope  bought  at  auction 
July  26. 

Aug.  30.  To  Joseph  Cutler,  £2,005.4  on  account  of 
the  brig  Cobholm.  Sept.  2,  £4,500,  Sept.  5,  £1,000, 
£3,180.10,  Sept.  21,  on  account  of  brig  Cobholm  and 
schooner  Rambler  sold  at  auction  Aug.  3. 
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Sept.  12.  To  M.  Hodge,  £608 . 18,  on  account  of  prize 
sloop  Lively  bought  at  auction  Aug.  1. 

Sept.  12.  To  Joseph  Cutler,  per  Nathaniel  Clough, 
£1,000  on  account  of  schooner  Rambler  sold  at  auction 
Aug.  3. 

Sept.  22.  To  Samuel  Batchelder,  £5,300  on  account 
of  brig  Two  Brothers  at  auction.  Sept.  23,  £2549.15  on 
same  account. 

Sept.  25.  To  Samuel  Batchelder,  £10,004.14  on 
account  of  the  bgtne.  Robert  sold  at  auction  Sept.  20. 
Oct.  5,  £16,000,  Oct.  10,  £5000.2,  Oct.  14,  £5,000,  Nov. 
15,  £4,026.6,  Nov.  23,  £2142.18,  Dec.  2,  £2005.10,  all 
on  same  account. 

Oct.  2.  To  Robert  Stevenson,  £787  on  account  of  the 
bgtne.  Robert,  sold  at  auction  Sept.  20.  Oct.  16,  £25,000; 
Oct.  20,  £9000 ;  Oct.  30,  £2,032. 

Oct.  31.  To  John  Stickney,  £2,108.2  on  account  of 
insurance  on  schooner  Polly. 

Nov.  11.  To  M.  Hodge,  £12,788.14  on  account  of 
ship  Keppel  sold  at  auction  Nov.  7. 

Nov.  15.  To  John  Low,  Jr.,  £9,774.12  on  account  of 
snow  Beaver,  sold  at  auction  Oct.  20;  Nov.  28,  £12,000. 


EXPORTS  FROM  SALEM  IN  1750. 


[The  following  manuscript,  giving  the  names  of  vessels, 
the  names  of  masters  and  the  cargoes,  from  November  36, 
1750,  to  January  31,  1751,  was  originally  in  the  Dr.  Bentley 
papers  at  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  in  Worcester, 
which  organization  was  the  beneficiary  of  all  of  Dr.  Bentley’s 
collections.  Through  the  generosity  of  that  Society  it  has 
been  returned  recently  to  Salem  and  is  deposited  in  the 
Essex  Institute. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  fact  that  rum  and  molasses 
were  sent  to  the  Southern  ports,  fish  to  Spain  and  furniture, 
in  the  shape  of  chairs,  was  exported  to  Virginia  and  Mary¬ 
land.  This  is  perhaps  the  earliest  mention  of  chairs  being 
sent  out  of  Salem.  Whether  they  were  of  local  manufacture 
or  were  a  re-export,  it  is  not  possible  to  state  with  accuracy.] 

AN  ACCOUNT  OF  EXPOETS  FROM  THE  PORT  OF 
SALEM  FROM  NOV.  36‘^  1750,  TO  JAN.  31,  1751. 

Date  Vessels  Master's  Names  Cargo 

Nov.  30  Scooner  Brewer  to  Barb,  Amos  Stickney,  20  Hhd.  fish, 
lOM  boards,  3M  staves,  lOM  shingles,  IM  hoops. 
Ditto  Hawk  to  Do,  Jerem  Procter,  45  Hhd.  fish,  25M 
shingles. 

Scooner  Judah  to  Spain,  Abram  Somes,  800  Qtls.  fish. 
Dec  1  Do  Nightingale  to  Barb,  Edw.  Bowen,  69  hhd.  fish,  4 
bbls.  mackerell,  1  bl.  oil. 

3  Snow  John’s  Adv.,  Joseph  Dorrett,  1350  Qtls.  fish,  32 

T  logwood,  1500  wt. 

4  Scooner  Lucretia  to  Virg,  Sami  Carrell,  9  Qtls.  fish, 

9  hhds.  rum,  5  hh :  2  bis.  sugar,  3  bbls.  mackerell, 
30  bbls.  cider,  3  ds  oars,  6  hhds.  earth  &  wooden 
ware. 

5  Snow  Bilbao  to  Do,  Tho.  Dixey,  2400  qtls.  fish,  30  bbls. 

cider,  20  hhds.  W  &  E  ware,  1  pipe  wine. 

7  Scooner  Sparrow  to  Virg,  Sam  West  jur. 

Do  Molly  to  Virg.,  Willa.  Ellery,  10  qtls.  fish,  3  hhds. 
rum,  2  bbls.  sugar,  3  bbl.  molasses,  2  bbls.  blub¬ 
ber,  3  hds  cider. 

Do  Rainbow  to  W.  Indies,  Wm.  Ingersol,  35  hhd.  fish, 
IM  boards,  15  bbls.  mackerell,  12  bbls.  onions. 
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Date  Vessels  Master's  Names  Cargo 

Do  Aechilles  to  W.  Indies,  Robert  Elwell,  32  hhd.  fish, 
14M  shingles,  IM  hoops,  20  bbls.  mackerell,  2  bbls. 
oil,  50  bush.  corn. 

8  Scooner  Tryal  to  V.  &  Md.,  Joseph  Lufkin,  3  hhds.  4 
bbs.  rum,  2  bbl.  sugar,  1  hd.  1  bbl.  molasses,  Braz¬ 
ing  ware.  Iron,  earthen  &  wooden  ware,  5  hhds.  salt. 
Ditto  Pink  to  Vir.  &  Md.,  Joseph  Parsons,  6  Qtls  6  bl. 
pickled  fish,  3  hhds.  2  labs,  rum,  1  hhd.  sugar,  3  bbls. 
mackerell. 

Scooner  Joseph  to  W.  Ind.,  Jas.  Roundy,  50  hhds.  fish, 
1200  staves,  5  bbls.  mackerell. 

Ditto  Bonny  Kate,  to  V  &  M.,  Isaac  Fowler,  8  hhds. 
rum,  3  bbls.  sugar,  1  hhd.  molasses,  40  bbls.  cider, 
12  hhds.  salt  wooden  ware,  5  dz.  chairs. 

Do  Eliza  to  Barbadoes,  Edw.  Hales,  40  hhd.  fish,  IM 
staves. 

15  Do  Sarah  to  Ditto,  John  White  junr,  86  hhd.  fish,  28M 
boards,  4  Cord  Wood,  38V^C  hoops,  2  bis.  mackerell, 
4  bbls.  oil,  4  oval  Tables. 

18  Sloop  Dispatch  N.  Carolina,  Benaiah  Titcomb,  5  hhds. 

rum,  1  bbl.  sugar,  2  hhd.  molasses,  4  ps.  Osmb.,  1 
bale  [torn],  84  bush,  salt.  Earthen  ware  200  wt. 
Scooner  Victory  to  Vir  &  Md.,  Tho.  Phillips,  2  hhds. 
rum,  2  ds.  oars,  2  hhds.  cider,  2  hhds.  salt,  4  ds. 
chairs,  4  millstones. 

19  DoDuke  Cumbland  to  Lisbon,  Joseph  Stanwood,  700 

Qtls.  fish. 

21  Brigt  Caesar  to  Barbadoes,  John  Browne,  28  hhd.  fish, 

32M  boards,  58M  shingles,  8900  hoops,  8  bush,  corn, 
8  hhds.  salt. 

22  Brigt  Lark  to  Cadiz,  Tho.  Dean,  junr,  2000  Qtls.  fish. 
Scooner  Mercy  to  Portugal,  Wm.  Dolliver,  1000  Qts. 

fish,  30  hd.  sugar. 

24  Do  .Tolly  Robbin  to  Maryland,  Stephen  Low,  20  qtls. 
fish,  3%  rum,  2  bbls.  sugar,  4  bbls.  mol.,  5  bbls. 
mack..  Iron,  wooden  &  earthen  ware,  5  bbs.  cider, 
2  ds.  oars,  10  hhds.  salt,  500  cwt.  pot  iron. 

26  Sloop  Seaflower  to  Barbad,  Andrew  Ellingwood,  28 
hhd.  fish,  8500  boards,  1%M  staves,  30M  shingles, 
1400  hoops,  5  hhd.  Corn. 

Scooner  Betty  to  L.  Islands,  John  Haskell,  35  hhd. 
fish,  4M  boards,  1500  staves,  IM  6  shingles,  100 
hoops,  8  bbl.  mackerell. 

28  Do  Victory  to  Barbados,  Wm.  Deadman,  35  hhd.  fish, 
30M  boards,  SOM  shingles,  1000  hoops. 

.Tany  3  Do  Welcome  to  Ditto,  Benjamin  Bates,  37  hhd.  fish, 
30M  boards,  1000  staves.  SOM  shingles. 

Do  Snapper  to  Lisbon.  John  Barker,  950  Qtls.  fish. 

4  Do  Anstis  to  Barbadoes,  John  Crowninshield  Jur,  35 

hhd.  fish.  30M  shingles.  15  bbls.  mackerell. 

5  Brigt  Aurora  to  Cadiz,  Nicholas  Bartlet. 

7  Snow  Hooper  to  Lisbon,  James  Mugford,  3000  qtls.  fish. 
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Date  Vessels  Master's  Names  Cargo 

15  Sco  John  &  Mary  to  Bilbao,  Philip  Bass,  1750  Qtls.  fish. 

17  Do  Dromo  to  W.  Indies,  John  White  junr,  30  hhds.  fish, 
35M  boards,  45M  staves,  5  hhds.  corn,  5  Cord  wood, 
2  ds.  chairs. 

21  Do  Elizabeth  to  Vir  or  Md.,  Sam  Day,  2  hhds.  rum, 
2  hhds.  mol.,  5  bush.  com. 

Do  Sally  to  Europe,  Benj.  Manning,  800  Qtls.  fish. 

Sloop  Sarah  to  W.  Indies,  John  Pearson,  7M  boards, 
7  bbls.  mack.,  5M  bricks. 

Exported  to  Virginia,  Maryland  and  North  Carolina 
before  Nov.  30,  abt.  30  hhds.  rum  &  20  hhds.  mo¬ 
lasses. 

— Essex  Institute  Ship  Papers,  Vol.  1. 


BOOK  REVIEWS. 


Mr.  Samuel  McIntire,  Carver,  The  Architect  of  Salem. 
By  Fiske  Kimball,  Director  of  the  Philadelphia  Muse¬ 
um  of  Art.  1940.  175  pp.,  quarto,  illustrated.  Port¬ 

land,  Maine:  Published  by  the  Southworth-Anthoensen 
Press,  for  the  Essex  Institute.  Price,  $12.00. 

After  twenty  or  more  years  of  diligent  research  on  the 
part  of  Dr.  Fiske  Kimball,  this  work  on  Samuel  McIntire 
has  been  brought  to  a  successful  conclusion.  Dr.  Kimball 
is  well  known  as  the  Director  of  the  Philadelphia  Museum 
of  Art,  and,  incidentally,  is  of  Essex  County  ancestry.  He 
has  used  as  a  nucleus  Mclntire’s  many  drawings  and  plans, 
which  have  long  been  owned  by  the  Essex  Institute,  and  has 
developed  a  story  of  immense  proportions  and  of  vital  inter¬ 
est  to  those  who  value  the  beauty  of  the  Federal  period  of 
architecture.  The  illustrations,  numbering  373,  are  a  par¬ 
ticular  feature  of  the  book,  and  a  work  of  this  sort  on  such 
a  grand  scale  has  been  made  possible  only  by  grants, — one 
from  the  Essex  Institute  and  another  from  the  American 
Council  of  Learned  Societies.  The  illustrations  include  not 
only  all  of  the  original  McIntire  plans,  but  Salem  houses 
and  much  detail  of  porches,  doorways,  mantels  and  stair¬ 
cases.  Many  interiors  by  him  are  now  prized  possessions  of 
leading  museums  and  are  illustrated  here  with  their  contents, 
including  furniture  carved  by  this  noted  Salem  woodcarver. 
This  is  a  book  which  will  be  bought  by  every  library  in  the 
country,  and  it  is  no  idle  speculation  to  prophesy  that  the 
small  edition  of  600  copies  will  be  exhausted  in  short  order. 

Penobscot  Man.  ,By  Frank  G.  Speck.  1940.  325  pp., 

octavo,  cloth,  illus.  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania:  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania  Press.  Price,  $4.00. 

Dr.  Speck’s  lucid  accounts  about  the  life  and  culture  of 
many  tribes  of  aborigenes  in  Eastern  North  America  have 
been  long  familiar  to  his  fellow  anthropologists.  An  accom¬ 
plished  linguist  and  keen  observer  in  the  field,  as  well  as  an 
able  writer,  his  works  are  noted  for  their  accuracy  and  clear¬ 
ness.  This,  his  latest  book,  about  the  Penobscot  Indians, 
who  live  on  Indian  Island  near  Oldtown.  Maine,  is  up  to  his 
usually  high  standard.  Historians  of  New  England  and  of 
Maine  in  particular,  as  well  as  anthropologists,  will  welcome 
this  book  for  the  culture  described  is  that  of  the  Penobscots 
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after  it  had  been  long  affected  by  contacts  with  white  men. 
According  to  the  Foreword  the  field  work  and  manuscript 
were  completed  twenty-five  years  ago  and  the  latter  was 
only  slightly  changed  by  another  visit  to  the  Penobscots  in 
1936.  Dr,  Speck  apologizes  because  the  work  shows  tend¬ 
encies  in  vogue  in  ethnology  twenty-five  years  ago.  There 
is,  however,  much  to  be  said  in  favor  of  those  earlier  fads 
since  those  of  today,  while  almost  ignoring  the  material  side, 
place  an  undue  emphasis  upon  the  social  side  of  primitive 
cultures.  Some  aspects  of  Penobscot  culture  are  not  dis¬ 
cussed  here  by  Dr.  Speck  as  he  has  covered  them  in  separate 
papers  published  elsewhere.  These  are  starred  in  the  Bibli¬ 
ography. 

After  the  introduction  the  text  is  divided  into  four  parts : 
“Tribal  Name  and  Habitat,”  “Material  Life,”  “Arts  Deco¬ 
rative  Design  and  Techniques”  and  “Characteristics  of  So¬ 
cial  Life.”  The  first  section  has  a  good  sumnjary  of  the 
historical  contacts  between  the  whites  and  the  Penobscot 
Indians. 

The  book  is  well  illustrated  with  numerous  halftones  and 
line  cuts  and  closes  with  a  Postlude  written  after  Dr.  Speck’s 
visit  to  Indian  Island.  Here  changes  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  last  twenty-five  years  are  summed  up  with  a  very 
vivid  and  stirring  account  of  life  among  the  Penobscots  at 
the  present  time. — E.  S.  Dodge. 

A  Southerner  Discovers  New  England.  By  Jonathan 

Daniels.  1940.  398  pp.,  octavo,  cloth.  New  York: 

The  Macmillan  Company.  Price,  $3.00. 

In  his  tour  of  New  England,  Mr.  Daniels,  a  North  Caro¬ 
linian,  has  written  something  more  than  a  guide  book  or 
Chamber  of  Commerce  propaganda.  It  is  good  sometimes 
to  see  ourselves  as  others  see  us,  and,  in  the  main,  the  author 
has  been  entertaining,  honest  and  fair  in  his  treatment  of 
present-day  New  England.  He  met  with  all  classes  of  people 
in  the  six  states,  and  his  criticisms  are  mostly  quotations 
from  the  very  persons  whom  he  interviewed  —  the  rich  of 
Milton,  the  poor  of  Fall  Eiver,  the  potato  raisers  of  Aroos¬ 
took,  the  workers  in  the  quarries  of  Vermont,  bankers,  cap¬ 
tains  of  industry  throughout  the  region,  and  “idlers”  on  park 
benches.  It  is  his  approach  through  conversation  and  anec¬ 
dote  that  has  enabled  him  to  write  a  book  very  human  and 
illuminating.  Of  Salem  he  writes:  “So  I  took  the  indirect 
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road  and  went  by  Salem  where  the  young  men  had  taken 
their  education  in  the  forecastles  between  the  Derby  Wharf 
and  Canton.  Some  of  them  had  come  back  rich  men  and 
captains  in  their  twenties.  Some  died  in  the  Philippines, 
and  some  lived  and  never  got  rich  at  all.  But  there  was  a 
Mclntire  in  Salem  to  guide  the  competitive  display  of  the 
Derbys  and  Crowninshields.  Unfortunately  he  could  not 
guide  the  wealth-making  which  followed  the  wealth  from 
the  ships.  It  spread  from  the  mills  in  the  tawdriness,  which 
so  often  in  New  England  has  engulfed  the  old  towns.  .  .  . 
Maybe  it  is  a  miracle  in  ugly  Salem,  where  they  have  altered 
the  Witch  House  to  house  a  drugstore,  that  lovely  Chestnut 
Street  remains.  In  its  brief  length  beneath  its  old  elms,  it 
is  perhaps  the  noblest  street  in  America.  .  .  .  There  was  a 
moment  for  a  few  in  which  there  were  both  the  money  and 
the  art  for  great  dignity  and  serenity  in  this  land.  In  Chest¬ 
nut  Street,  the  image  remains.”  Mr.  Daniels  confesses  a 
respect  and  admiration  for  the  land  of  the  “damyankees” 
which  he  expresses  at  length  in  the  last  chapter  of  his  book. 
Strongly  recommended  to  all  libraries  and  the  general  public. 

The  Good  Old  Days.  A  History  of  American  Morals  and 
Manners  as  seen  through  the  Sears,  Roebuck  Catalogs, 
1905  to  the  Present.  By  David  L.  Cohn,  with  an  In¬ 
troduction  by  Sinclair  Lewis.  1940.  597  pp.,  large 

octavo,  cloth,  illus.  New  York:  Simon  and  Schuster. 
Price,  $3.75. 

The  Sears,  Roebuck  catalogues,  which  began  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  1886,  are  about  the  rarest  items  to  be  picked  up 
today.  The  only  known  complete  set  is  owned  by  the  com¬ 
pany.  Now  they  have  become  an  important  reference  book 
for  the  fashions  of  the  past  fifty  or  more  years — in  every 
department  of  common  and  intimate  household  affairs.  Mr. 
Cohn  has  used  these  catalogues  in  such  an  absorbing  and 
often  facetious  manner  as  to  delight  and  amaze  the  older 
generation,  and  to  amuse  the  younger  in  recounting  the 
almost  unbelievable  gadgets  in  use  a  half  century  ago.  Sin¬ 
clair  Lewis  writes  the  introduction,  and  compliments  the 
author  on  giving  us  such  a  wonderful  “parade  of  the  wares 
that  we  have  been  buying  and  paying  for  and  actually  lug¬ 
ging  into  our  homes  and  barns  and  offices  these  past  fifty 
years.”  There  is  a  very  full  and  helpful  index.  This  will 
be  a  ready  reference  book  for  years  to  come,  and  for  that 
reason  should  be  in  every  public  library. 
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Jonathan  Edwards,  1703-1758.  A  Biography  by  Ola 
Elizabeth  Winslow.  1940.  406  pp.,  large  octavo,  cloth, 
illus.  New  York:  The  Macmillan  Company.  Price, 
$3.50. 

Many  volumes  have  been  written  about  this  eighteenth 
century  ecclesiastic;  but  Miss  WinsloVs  biography  is  to  be 
counted  the  best  presentation  that  has  yet  been  published. 
Her  treatment  makes  him  more  human,  and  at  the  same 
time  does  not  omit  the  essential  facts  of  his  somewhat  tur¬ 
bulent  life.  The  family  background  in  England  and  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Connecticut  colony  are  told  interestingly, 
including  some  startling  revelations  of  an  erratic  strain  in 
the  female  line,  which  had  resulted  in  murder.  Miss  Win¬ 
slow  wonders  whether  this  unbalanced  strain  had  any  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  genius  of  Edwards,  but  there  is  no  indication 
that  he  ever  showed  mental  or  emotional  instability.  The 
book  follows  him  through  his  early  rural  surroundings,  his 
years  at  Yale,  his  Northampton  pastorate,  the  retreat  to  the 
Stockbridge  mission  and  at  last  his  final  months  as  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Princeton.  The  chapter  on  “The  Great  Awakening^’ 
and  his  association  with  Whitefield  is  among  the  best  in  the 
book,  but  it  is  all  so  well  done  and  so  fully  documented  that 
the  author  will  receive  the  highest  praise  for  such  an  out¬ 
standing  work.  Strongly  recommended  to  all  libraries. 

The  Birth  of  the  American  Tradition  in  Art.  By  Os¬ 
kar  Hagen.  1940.  159  pp.,  large  octavo,  cloth,  illus. 

New  York:  Scribner’s.  Price,  $3.50. 

The  author,  who  is  Professor  of  Art  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  writes  of  the  history  of  art  from  about  1670  to 
the  American  Revolution,  when  artists  in  this  country  broke 
away  from  European  traditions,  and  what  he  terms  “the 
fiber  of  a  truly  American  art”  was  created.  This  book  is 
important  because  it  shows  the  European  background  of 
American  art,  something  which  previously  has  not  been 
stressed.  Much  new  material  on  John  Smibert  and  Robert 
Feke  is  introduced,  and  there  are  chapters  on  Benjamin 
West,  and  Copley  in  New  England  and  in  Europe.  The 
author  considers  the  contributions  of  Feke  more  construc¬ 
tive  than  Smibert ;  and  that  Copley  was  the  most  constructive 
force  in  the  whole  history  of  colonial  art.  He  also  thinks 
it  a  fallacy  to  rate  Gilbert  Stuart  as  a  sterling  American 
painter.  There  are  119  fine  illustrations,  including  the  fol- 
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lowing  connected  with  Essex  County:  Dr.  John  Clarke, 
Capt.  George  Corwin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Browne  of 
Browne’s  Hall,  Salem,  Edward  Holyoke,  Mrs.  Robert  Hooper, 
Col.  Jeremiah  Lee.  Strongly  recommended  to  all  libraries, 
as  a  thorough  study  of  Colonial  art. 

John  Pembeb,  The  History  of  the  Pember  Family  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  By  Celeste  Pember  Hazen.  1939.  324  pp.,  octavo, 
cloth.  Springfield,  Vermont:  Privately  printed  by  the 
author. 

This  family  came  from  Pembroke  in  South  Wales,  settled 
early  in  England,  and  emigrated  to  Connecticut  in  the  sev¬ 
enteenth  century.  The  author  has  traced  not  only  this  fam¬ 
ily,  but  many  others  of  the  same  name  which  settled  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  thorough  piece 
of  work,  and  has  a  good  index,  which  will  recommend  it 
to  all  genealogists. 

History  and  Proceedings  of  the  Pocumtuck  Valley  Me¬ 
morial  Association.  Vol.  IX.  Deerfield,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A. 
Published  by  the  Association,  in  parts.  1939.  56  pp., 
paper. 

Those  interested  in  Old  Deerfield  will  be  glad  to  have 
this  “annual”  which  contains  much  historical  and  biograph¬ 
ical  material  written  by  well-known  persons  of  that  region, 
including  N.  Theresa  Mellen,  Margaret  C.  Whiting,  Minnie 
R.  Dwight,  Walter  A.  Dyer,  Lucy  Cutler  Kellogg,  Joel  Ben¬ 
jamin  Wells,  Hon.  P.  N.  Thompson,  John  E.  Gale,  and 
Edward  E.  Whiting.  Judge  Thompson  of  Greenfield  is  the 
President  of  the  Society  and  Frank  L.  Boyden,  headmaster 
of  Deerfield  Academy,  is  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee.  This  society  was  organized  in  1870,  and  is  now  in 
its  ninth  volume  of  publications.  The  price  of  each  volume 
is  $2.50. 

Descendants  of  Reade  or  Reed.  Compiled  by  Mrs.  Fanny 
L.  S.  Meadows,  Farmington,  Utah,  assisted  by  Miss 
Jennie  M.  Ames,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  1937.  59  pp.,  oc¬ 

tavo,  cloth,  multigraphed.  Cleveland,  Ohio:  Address, 
2625  East  75th  Street.  Price,  $3.00. 

Much  conscientious  work  has  been  put  into  this  genealogy 
and  there  is  a  great  deal  of  material  hitherto  unpublished. 
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William  Reade  was  a  pioneer  resident  of  Massachusetts,  in 
Boston  and  Woburn.  The  authors  have  traced  the  line  from 
this  pioneer,  and  when  the  sixth  generation  is  reached,  they 
have  given  quite  fully  the  records  of  Supply  Reade  and  his 
descendants.  From  this  time  the  family  name  was  changed 
from  Reade  to  Reed.  John  Reed,  son  of  Supply  and  Susan 
(Byam)  Reed,  married  Rebecca  Bearce,  lived  for  a  time  in 
New  Hampshire,  then  went  to  Ohio  and  joined  the  Mor¬ 
mons,  and  ultimately  reached  Utah.  Male  and  female  lines 
are  traced.  A  full  index  completes  the  book. 

The  English  Navigation  Laws.  A  Seventeenth  Century 

Experiment  in  Social  Engineering.  By  Lawrence  A. 

Harper.  1939.  503  pp.,  octavo,  cloth.  New  York: 

Columbia  University  Press.  Price,  $3.75. 

Since  1925,  Dr.  Harper,  who  is  a  professor  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  California  in  Berkeley,  has  been  engaged  in  a  study 
of  this  subject  which  has  held  the  attention  of  so  many  his¬ 
torical  writers.  Up  to  this  time,  however,  no  one  seems  to 
have  studied  it  for  what  it  was, — a  deliberately  planned 
attempt  to  regulate  economic  conduct  by  a  nation.  From  a 
tremendous  mass  of  notes  and  material  accumulated  in  this 
country  and  England,  the  author  has  presented  an  informa¬ 
tive  and  worthwhile  deduction.  The  first  part  of  the  book 
deals  with  the  origins  of  the  laws;  the  second,  with  their 
enforcement  in  England;  the  third,  with  the  same  problem 
in  the  colonies;  and  the  fourth,  with  the  results  accom¬ 
plished.  He  has  studied  English  shipping  from  the  days 
of  the  Armada  until  well  into  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria. 
Such  an  exhaustive  work  is  a  fine  contribution  to  the  under¬ 
standing  of  the  problems  underlying  our  legislative  experi¬ 
ments  today,  as  before  we  have  had  no  comprehensive  study 
of  the  English  Navigation  Acts  despite  their  importance  in 
history.  There  have  always  been  almost  as  many  different 
opinions  about  their  effects  as  there  are  economic  historians 
who  have  studied  the  subject.  Dr.  Harper’s  book  will  in¬ 
terest  economic  historians,  administrators  and  colonial  his¬ 
torians.  The  appendices  give  much  detail  upon  shipping, 
exports  and  duties,  with  a  complete  bibliography.  An  ade¬ 
quate  index  completes  the  book. 
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